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Introduction
Marjorie L. White

| moved to Birmingham 30 vears ago, shortly afier the events described
in this book cecurred. Mot long after r:nm'ing Lo ﬂi.rmingham, I hecame
interested in the history of the Birmingham area, particularly the history of
its mdustrial and commercial development and ite architecture and urban
planning. Frequently, I heard, “I did not realize Birmingham had a history. It
is too young to have a history,” “History” to these commentators meant white
columned antebellum houses of which Birmingham has but one remaining
example. T have found that Birmingham has a rich and impertant history in
many areas, and 1 have written about some of them. However, while fnipor-
tant things happened in Birmingham in its frst W00 years, by far the most
significant aspect of its history is the civil rights conflict that oceurred n the
period 1956 to 1904,

Even with the passage of many years, the story of racial conflict in
Birmingham still evokes pain and reticence. T some, it is a story that should
not be further told, a tale too painful and too damaging 1o community sell-
eateent to be repeated. For others, the story has to be told repeatedly m order
to exorcize the panful effects of the events of the early sixties. This book
explores a different theme. It celebrates the eivil righls conflict in
Birmingham and rejoices in the trinmph that occurred in the midst
of tragedy.

"But for Birmingham, we wouldn't be here,” So stated President John F
Rennedy during the summer of 1963, “Here" was a meeting at the White
House to plan what became the Civil Rights Act of 1964, This Act, together
with the Voting Rights Act of 1965, confirtned the change in the moral, social
and political climate of America. The 1964 Act mandating equality in public
aceommadations and employment was ingpired by the Birmingham demon-
atrations of April and May 1963, Tts passage wad made inevitable by the mur-
der of Medgar Evers and others, by the assassmation of President Kennedy
and by the sacrifice of four young lives in the September 1963 bombing
of Birmingham's Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. Thal bombing was
motivated by the role of that chureh as the starting point of many 1963
demonstrations that provoked attacks on the demonstrators with fire hoses
and police dogs.

The 1963 demonstrations were primanly the work o the Alabama
Christian Movement for Human Rights {ACMHR) and the Rev Fred L.
Shuttlesworth, s leader who invited the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference to participaie in the
Birmingham demonstrations. The attacks with fire hoses and police dogs
were anticipated: the demonstrators were trained 1o respond nonviolently.
Even an oceurrence a2 horrendous as the Sixteenth Street Baptast Church
bombing was understood as a possible consequence of ACMHR's struggle
[or freedom and equality. Shuttlesworth himsell was the target of two bomb
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attacks and countless other threatz and physical abuse. ACMHRE knew the
price that had be paid for freedom:

W kennowy thiat the stroggle will be hard and costly; some of us indeed may
dig; but let our trials and death — il come they must — be one more
sacred installment on this American heritage for lreedom; and let History
and they that come behingd us, rejoice that we arose n strength, armned
ook with the weapon of Love, and stood where men stood, and removed
trom American society this cancerous infection of Segrepation and 2nd
class citizenzhip (From “The New Negro Chureh,” speech by Rev Fred
sShuttlesworth, Praver Pilgrimage, Washington, D.C., May 17, 1957).

For séven vears prior to the events in the spring of 1963, despite numer-
os church bombmgs and constant threats and mtimidation from the KKK
and police, Shuttlesworth and the ACMHR created the 2trongest Southern
civil rights organization and challenged every local segregation law. ACMHR
waz led by Shuttlesworth's Bethel Baptist Church and 5% other black
churches, whose membership of preachers, deacons, Sunday school teach-
ers, secretanes and blue collar workers supported the erpamezdtion with pen-
nies or, gl most,a dolldar or two a week.

Shuttlesworth was viewed as an extremnist, not just by Birmingham's white
powert structure, bt by middle- wnd upper-class blacks as well and, at times,
bwv the President of the United States and Martin Luther King, Jr., himself,
Shuttlesworth's confrontational stance was foreshadowed by the theslogan
Hembiold Niebubr 1o tus 1932 book, Maral Man and Immoral Socieiv:

A favorite coungel of the social seientists 15 that of aceommodaton. 11
bwio parties are ioa confliet, let them, by conlerring together, moderate
their demands and areive a1 a modus vivendl, . Undonbtedly there are
innumerable conflicts which must be reselved in tlus [ashion. But will
a dimimherited gronp, such as the Negroes for instance, ever win full jus-
tice insociety in this fashion? (p. xwii)

Since reagon isalways, Lo some degree, the servant ol interest inoa
social sibmtion, soclal injustice cannol be fesolved by moral and ratio-
nal persuasion alome, as the educator and social scientist usually
beligves, Conflict 15 mevitable, and in this condlict power wiust be chal-
lemrged by power, (p. xv)

It was Shattlesworth’s genms that he knew thal his antagonist,
Commissinner of Public Safety Theopholis Eugene "Bull” Connor, and
Connor's backers, could be provoked 1o reveal gualities of cruelty and inhu-
manity that would undermine his  cause. Tt was ACMHAR's
strength as an organization that emboldened the demonsirators, including



school children, to face the fire hoses and police dogs without violence in
return, to arise “in strength, armed only with the weapon of Loves; 00"

Thie civil rights conflict in Birmingham was not, as some believe, a mistake.
It was the result of diseiplined, praneipled, and strategeally brilliant action by
4 tnetwork of insgpired working-class, churchgoing people led by their pastors,
MNetther is the conflict a cause lor shame. Hather, it s to be celebrated as a
magnificent achievement of the human sparit, Few times in our history has a
group of ordingry men and woren risked life and b so nvoremittingly for
the purpose of achieving liberty and equalite

Birmingham ean be proud that ita eitizens won their fight for reedom on
its streets,

Todav's Birmingham is vastly different than that of the late 1950s and early
[ols: A thrving metropolis of almiost one million people, Birmingham has
evolved eeoniomieally and socially In addition to renaining an mnportanl
ndustrial location, Birmingham has emerged as an international center for
medical research, treatment and technology; engineering and construction,
andd a5 4 regional finaneis! center, The imitial suecess of the Mercedes-Benz
Intermational manufacturing facility at nearby Vance holds out the promise
that Birmingham may well become a center of automobile manufacturing
az well.

Birmingham elected s first African American mayor, Richard Arrington,
Jr, in 1979, before New York, Chicago, Baltimore ar Philadelphia, Refurm of

the police foree was the 13sue that bronght Avrington to the position he retains:

1o this daw:

When visiting Birmingham, one can see the epreenter of Ameriea’s Ciil
Rights Movement which weludes the Bethel Baptist Church, the Fourth
Avenue Business District, the Birmmgham Civil Rights Institute and
Sixteenth Streer Baptist Church, as well ag other places mentioned in this
bool, The map meerted in this volume 3.4 guide o these plages,

The Birmingharn Civil Rights Institute, a $12 million dollar facility on Kefly
Ingram Park, opened in 1992, The Institute's 28,000 square feet of exhibitions
document the stenggle of African-American citizens to become full partici-
pants in the eity's government and business eommunity. Semmars and pro-
grams [eature nationally known schiolars, perforners and civl rights leaders,
A research center collects records and documents, Each Monday mornimg,
Operation New Birmingham's Community Alfairs Committee (CAC), the
biracial group formed just following the May 10, 1963 trace that ended the
Birmingham demonstrations, meests to review racial issues in the community

Since 1993, Birmingham Higtorical Seciety, workmg at times with the
Historie Amercan Engineering Record and the Historie American Building
Survey (Washimgton, D. €. based docomentation branches of the National
Park Service), has conducted MHeld work and avchival research resulting in his-
tories, photographs and messored drawings of sigoificant Birooiongh ame Civil
Rightz Churches, The full Park Service documentation was completed for
Bethel Baptist Chureh and Sixteenth Street Baptist Chureh. The Society has
condueted additional [teld surveys and archival research on the Movernent-era
churches and iz currently seeking National Historie Landmark status lor the
Bethel and Sisteenth Street Baptist churches, The Society anticipales nonii-
nating &l Movernent-era churches to the National Register of Historie Places.
Former ACMHR secretary Lola Hendricks served as mentor for the identifi-
cation of the 60 Movement Meeting Churches. Manv other individuals, most
especially Rev. Shulllesworth, have assisted with preparation of this book
which summarizes the Birmingharn Movernent,

This volume reflects the Movement perspective, The story is told as a pic-
torial chironolegy, weaving together photographie muages, Rev, Shuttlesworth®s
speeches and Annual Reports to the ACMBER as well as the local and national
press accounts. The action takes place i the context of the Christian chureh,
actually a network of 60 churehes spread across the industral city, This iz a
remarkable story of penple of stalwart faith who believed that God would help
them i their all-out, non=vielent confrontation 1o banish segregation, They
walked wogether, endured and suffered, ungl Freedom was won for all throagh
the passage of the Civil Rights Act af 1964
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Preface
Rev. Fred Lee Shuttlesworth

T'his well researched documentation of the Alabarma Chrostan Mevernent
For Human Rights is 8 marvelous work by the Birmingham Historieal Society
and s Director, Mariorie White, and her exeellent stall assisted inmeasur -
ably by Lola Hendricks, the Movement Clerical Secretary, who was present
at its beginning and knew intimately all aspects of the Civil Rights “Foot
Soldiers” and of the Birmingharm Civil Faghts Institute. Tt is an educational
treatise-about o gronp ol ordingry people, oppressed Negroes, who rose up;
fired by the Spirit of Truth, Righteousness and Justice; who suffered and per-
severed in challenging, changing, and fmally overcoming Legal Segregation
in Birmingham and the South, How wenderful this detailed History —
ml]ghl and put together alter 40 vears — of those Negroes, never [ull eiti-
zens, who were not interested in keeping records of their deeds, nor record-
ing history, or making samés [or themselves; but, who under Divine
Compulsion, just wanted — and fought lor = réal freedom for themselves and
their countrymen. In fact, any records kept by any orgamization fighting
aginst Segregation in those davs were subjeet to official setaare, unlimited
harassment, and persecution by the System of 1ts leaders, followers, aud par-
ticipants—as 18 shown by the injunction outlawimg the NAACE the event
which caused ACMHR to come into being. This volume is not anly good for
inspirational dand educational Value; it also fills @ necessary void in the
Documentation of some Writers who wrole their inferpretations of the
Movement's climactie days of Demonstrations. Had there been no beginning
in simple faith and courage, there would have been no erescendo of elimatic
events o record!

Legal Segregation and Diserimination replaced the old Southern Colonial
systemn of slavery in the South during which Blacks had absolutely no rights
at all — even 1o exist. Segregation acknowledged their extstence only; but
absolutely no right to equal citizenship! And the everlasting Barriers against
exact and equal rights [or Negroes were the Ko Klux Klan, the Cilizens
Couneils, Sovereignty Uommissions, all Southern elected Officials of the
States and National government, and the myvead legal machinery of the Law
and the Courts! What an awesome array of condescending, never ending
power! They thought neither God nor any arthly power could change it! To
them, *Ciod did it Hinself, making differemt races and colors!”

Noperson ol sound mind ean truthfully impute God's Righteousness and
Grace 1o the sinful and wicked reign of Segregation. But they preached and
practiced 1t for generations! That Segregation protubited inmtiative and cre-
ative manhood among Negroes is apilv shown by a 74-vear-old man, who was
arrested and in the cell with me and others atter the second Bus Rides of
14958, He was thoroughly exeited and happy, and said tome, "Reverend, | feel
hetter today than at anvtime in my life! Tam 74-years-old tnday, and being
arrested with you for freedom, 1, just this day, found a reason for Inving!”

Many were the incidents that demonstrated the deep and burning desire
for freedom, the lowalty, commitrnent, and lack of fear, among the people of
the Movement, although danger and death forever stalked our lives, One will
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suffice here. Mozt times | was drven by guards and Movement people to ral-
lies and other places. But one night, in the darkest and most menacing days
of L958-00, 1 drove my own car and parked 1t beside Rev Abraham Woods'
Chureh on the Southside, with the guards being outside for every Movement
meeting, Upon disnussal that night, Leot into my car with the door open and
pitt the key in the switch to start it. Suddenly, abrupily, and with rough force,
1 was grabbed by v neck and shoulders and jerked from the car! Wondering
il the klan had suddenly overcome: the guards, 1 looked up into the face of
Will “John Lo Lewiz"” Hall. He shioved me quickly mto-another guard's arms,
immediately got into my car, turned the key in the switeh and started the car,
“Tobn,™ T aaid to him, *What 15 the dilference inmy starting the car and vour
starting 107" Without hesitation he aid, "vou got to-stay alive and lead us to
our freedom! I T get killed, that's all right; 'm g nobody, but if vou get killed
now, whio will lead ad to freedony? No, God, we can't let nothing happen
to ol

[ moy heart that night 1 lelt and [ully knew the desire and need of people
to be freel And gz Paul wrote in 1 Timothy 1:12, “I thank God for putting me
inte this (leadership) Ministry, and enabling (sustaimng) me" [ praise God
for that glorious little Bethel Baptist Church, bombed twice by the Klan
under my administration — yetl without & murmuring or complaining word
— that carried on Faithiully as | was away one third of the Sundays in 1957
and 958 speaking for freedom, rasing funds for bomb damage, rebuilding
the Parsonage, and for the Movement: and which Chureh 1 rate in History
with Old North Churel in Boston, whose lghts flashed and whose bell
sounded the freedom alarm for the 1776 Ride of Paul Revere. Yes, thank God
for Bethel and lor Birmingham Negroes who rose up and walked with des-
tiny into @ new day! Thank God for the few Preachers and Churches who
started the Movement and (thers who joined! 1 thank the God of Lhis
Universe, Who purposed and planmed it o, that the Kennedys were i the
White House seat of power while the followers of Martin Luther King, Jr.,
Mysell, and Other Leaders, were in the Streets, protesting, suffering, non
violently, overfilling the jails, bitten by Bull Connot's dogs and washed by his
powerful hoses, until the Powers of Government became concerned about
and engaged with the peaple and their effarts for freedom and justice!!!

America traditionally honors 15 soldiers who olfer their lives on fields ol
battle! Who deserve to be honored more than the unheralded Black Men and
Wornen—and especially the courageous young Black Schoot Children, with-
out whom the battle would not have been won—on the segrepated battlefield
of Birmingham? Charity heging at Home; so-should honor, and respeciful
aceeplance, and [reedom, and justiee! Liet the textbooks of this vet unfulfilled
American day, and tomoreow, melude the Trith of The Birmingham
Movement, and iis signiflicance o our Country. Let the American Mindset
mewe ugall o the Z1st century, commilted to ending Racism, ending
Violence, embracing EACH OTHER IN LOVE AND BROTHERHOOD.
For, Bleszed [s The Mation Whose God 3 The Loed!



The Hastorical Significance of Birmingham

Rev. Wyatt Tee Walker

Birmingham, Alsbama's, claim to fame prior o Martin Luther King's
advent on the American scene was two-tiered. It was heralded a5 the South's
largest industrial center and held the dubious distinetion of being the
Sonth's Bisgest and Baddest city in vace relations. People of African ancesiry
were held ina vise-like grip of secial and economic deprivation. The power
structure of the city, prior to 1963, was a willing partner in maintaining 1he
status guo of segregation forever, Even as industrial giants of the North and
of the South began 1o invest their considerable rezources in the development
of Birrndngham in the early 20th centory, the mind-set wag anti-union, anti-
Cathiolic and of course, anti-Black,

As in other segregated communities across the South, the humanity of
people of African ancestry survived (barely) through its internally developed
infrastructore of religious lile and buginess énterprises restricted to Black
life principally. People of color i Brmangharn, Alabama, entertamed little
thought of where the mainstream was located and no hope to be a part of it

Then, without prior warning of any sort, the Reverend Fred Lee
Shuttlesworth becarme the pastor of the Bethe! Baptist Church. Bethel,
under Shuttlesworth's courageous leadership {detailed o this velume),
became the germ-center of a human rights straggle that would clain inter-
national attention and forever change the landscape ol both social and polit-
ical demographics of the entire South. Lam aware that is a large claim but il
15 verified by any cursory or intense view of America’s South land before
Hirmingfram or poyt Birmingham, The specilic reference s 1o the campaign
of 1963 orchestrated jomtly by the Alabama Christan Movernent for Hurman
Rights and the Southern Chrstian Leadership Conference. All punidits,
informed and uniformed, are in agreement that the Birmingham movement
15 the chiel watershed of the nonviolent movément m the United States. It
marked the maturation of SCLC a5 a national [oree in the eivil right arena of
the land that had been dominated by the older and stodgier NAACE 1L cata-
pulted Bhuttlesworth into an acceptability and eredibility that had eluded
him lor too long despite his tenacity and courage.

Shuttlesworth's ACMHR was born in the wake of Alabana racists outlaw-
ing the NAACE It b carne a vadce crving in the wilderness and Shuttlesworth
was its major propher. SCLC, formed in 1957 n the wake of the highly suc-
cessful Montgomery Bus Protest, had sputtered organizationally untl 1960,
Tts supportive role in CORE's Freedom Ride and the Albany campaigns gave
promuse of what it ight become. Birmningham's miransigence to ACMER's
moderate demands provided the Zeifgerst for a historv-making movement.
King and Shurtlesworth requently disagreed on strategy on the southern
seene, but Birmingham broaght them together in a marvelous amalgam of
mind and spirit. Sometimes, the road was bumpy, but the religious mooring
of the Movement made the vaugh places plane.

Soe chroniclers of the Birmingham era infer that the King/Shuttles-
worth alliance was an uneasy one; oot so! s value was that the alliince was

ehvmamie, These two activist glants nourished each other with their respec-
tive strengths and weaknesses, Birmingham could never have become what
it was without Martin Luther King, Jr,. and Fred Lee Shuttleswarth, The two
organigatioms complemented each other; the solid-tock chavacier of the
ACMHR on the local scene provided the endurance for a such a campaign
and SCLAC's professional stalf, some with considerable skills and experience,
provided the koow<how o keep the nation's and the world's attention
freed on Birmingham. Together they produced a fire that e toater couwld not

ot ot
The central lnstorieal signilicance of the Birmmgham movement was
alluded to earlier: . . . became e germ-center of o lueman wght sorigole et

goondd clem nternational aitention and forever change the landseape of both
social and political demagraphics of the entive South, That is to say that
Birmingham does not stand alone; Birmingham made Selma possible! The
two movements, one social, altered with the Public Aecommodiaiions Bl the
social demographics of the South. Segregation by custon and legal fat was
eornpletely dismantled. The Selma March swung the nation’s attention 1o the
Dandarmental right of 4 democracy, the unfettered rght fo vote! The Voling
Righes Bill changed the political demographics of the South forever, I freed
Whites politically as much as it did Blacks. These two occurrences joined al
the hip as Siamese twins changed forever the social and political landscape
of the Deep South where intermarrigge was once illegal and uo person ol
African ancestry had ever voled in Sunflower County, Mississippi,
Birmingham killed segregation and Selma committed the bodw The come
pelling reality 15 that there could have been no Selma had therve oot been a
Birmingham. It was the sheer power of Birmingham that convineed John E
Kennedy to make a 180 degree turn on the issue of eivil vights. In January, the
President of the [nited States declared his earmest view that no additional
civil rights legistation wis needed. I June of the same year on network tele-
viston and radio, he made an impassioned plea for the nation to make this
mroral decision. The resolt was the introduction of what became the 1964
Public Accompmodations Bl The passage of that bill established the King
mveinenl as an authentic American revolution and SCLAC as a legitimate
plaver in the pantheon of civil rights gianez, Thus, 3CLC"s leadership in the
Selma camipaign was unguestioned, Nonviclence's {ull credibility was firmly
established in the Birmingham campaign and the shadow of King's leader-
ship was tnmegsurably lengthened with the swarding of the Nobel Prize [or
Peace in December 1964, The Movement overnight had become interna-
tionalized and Birminghar had played a eritical role in this new dimension
ol race relations politics in America.

Ui Wveit Tee Walkes, Seavior Minaster, Canaan Baptist Churel of Clhvist, Neg

Yok, NY sevved ay Chiel of Stall o De: Meatin Luther King, Tr. and Avelitect
for Project U, April-May, 1963,
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Shelter in a Storm—
The African American Church in Buirmungham

Rev. Wilson Fallin, Jr.

From the begimning of black migration into Bimningham in the Late 1800s,
the chureh was the [oundation mstitution 1n the Afriedn Amierican conimu-
nity. It provided many functions, Most of all, it was a spiritual institution
which met the religious needs of blacks m the ¢ity. Given only the dirtiest and
most anskilled jobs, relegated 1o the worst housing areas and viewed by
whites as inferior, African Amercans found hittle o the communily Lo give
them worth, dignity and sell-esteern, The church was the one place blacks
could feel gnod about themselves. They were deacons, trustees, ushers, choir
mernbers and heads of orgamzations. o the chureh, they were-some body and
respected. Asa spiritual institution, the church was the place where African
Armericans conld go and escape the hostility of the white world in
Birmingharn. There they could express their deepest thoughts and highest
hopes. Key to black sell-esteem, hope, and self-reéspect was the preaching of
therr pastors: Throngh sermions such as “Moses at the Red sea,” "Dy Bones
in the Valley” and “The Eagle Stirreth Her Nest,” blacks could identify their
plight with the Old Testament Israelites and know that God was working on
their behall.,

As African Americans moved into Birningham {founded in 1871 to be the
industrial center of the South), the church served not only their moral and
spiritual needs but also was in the [oreltont of establishing insttulions 1o
meel their physical and secular needs o a segregated citv, As the central
instiiution in black communities, churehes supported and enhanced the
other instntions established by African Amencans o the cit. Because ol
pastors’ anigue role 10 the churches, they became the key teaders in the
wider community. Using their churches a3 a base, they established mstitu-
toais Lo [l the economie, educatiomal and welfare needs of Afriean
Americans in the city, For example, in 1R00, Reyv, William B Pertiford, pastor
of the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, founded the first black bank in the
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eity which provided the [unds for black home ownership and the many busi-
nesses established in the city between 1890 and 1915, Although Hev: Pettilord
and other pastors did not make a frontal attack on segregation, they eriticized
and protested agamst what they saw as the abuses of the Jim Crow svstem in
Birmningharn,

By 1956, the African American church and its pastors were inthe best posi-
tiom to project d mass-based mavernent against 1the vicious segregation which
exisled in Birmingham. Churches touched every segmeni of the Alrican
American community, the masses and the middle-class alike. There was a
common -church culture, By 1256, there were at least 400 African American
churches in Birmingham and Jefferson County, Iocated m oeverv Alrican
Ameriean cotmmnunity. People in the black eommmunity generally respected
minigters, and ministers had a history of leadership m the community. These
factors made possible mobilization of large numbers of persons,

In 1956, the Alrican American ¢hurch in Birmingham initiated 4 move-
meni to Iree blacks from the oppression and rigid segregation that they faced
in the city. Led by a cotrageous pastor, Rev, Fred Shuttlesworth, who set the
tone and direction of the movement, and buttressed by a strong faith in God,
the Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights struggled to eliminate
segregation in Birmingham, In 1963, the movemnent browght the Rev. Martin
Laather King, Jr., to the city and organized massive detnonstrations that cap-
tured the attention of the nation and led tothe passage of the Civil Rights Act
ol 1hed,

Rew, Wilvo Falling Fr a5 President of the Brrmingham Baptizt Bible College,
a member of the history faculty at the Unrversity of Mantevallo and authorof
Shelter in the Storm=The African Amterican Churel in Birmingham,
Adabama, [B15-1863, a F9U5 Pl disséviction, soon to appear in paperback.



FREEDOM



JUNE 5, 1956

A Walk With Destiny to Freedom and First Class Citizenship” Begins

The Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights
organizes to “press forward for Freedom and Demoeracy and the remowval
from our soeiety of any forme of Second Class Citizenship.” On May 26,
L9356, the state of Alabama had Lemporarily outlawed the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People. The NAACE had championed rights
and voling pravileges since its [onnding m %% ACMHR organized to [l
this void,

A Tough Leader for a Tough Town

The Civil Rights Movement of the 1950 and 1960k was 3 ministerial-led
moverient, One of the “best and brightest™ ol itz youthlu! leaders, Rew
Freed Lee Shuttlesworth was of humble and working class origin. His leader-
ship style was aggressive and conlrontational. His preaching style

Wwas enintion al.
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Red. Fred Les Shoelisoont®, Danmy Dyom, Megnamn Phans, Toic,

Rev. Shuttlesworth told hiz story with lerv words and gestures “until {olks
were jumping across the aisles.” In the photograph above, outspread arms
proctam that, "When von squeeze m rom both sides, its hell! On the one
side are the Klan and the police and on the other side, those Negroes —
middle class preachers, middle ground [miends and those that go abou
their business —who thould be with youwand whosare not.”

But | organized o fight segregation. (I put this in their hearts
and n thew minds that night,) New when you orgamze lo
fiwht segresation, that means you can never be still. We're
gonna eipe i oud, or #'s gonna wipe us oud. Somehody may
have to die. — Rev. Fred Lee Shuttlesworth, Ebony, 1971,
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Negroes roar approval at rights meeting

Reprinted {rom The Birmingham News, June 6, 1956, Page 1 & 11

An organization pledged to sweeping away “any
forms of second class citizenship” was tormed here
last night amid rears of an estinated 1,000 Negroes
i:|F‘|‘I‘|1'I'I'."i!I!,_’| 4 “march to q_'r|m|,1||,,'1u freedom,”

The “Alabamia Christian Movement for Human
Rights" was established at & mass meeting of
Neeroes at Sardis Baptist Church,

Negro tninisters told the overflow crowd the
new orgadization may provide leadership lor
Megroes over Alabama and possibly the entire South.
Speakers declared 0t has no connection with the
National Association for  the. Advancement of
Colored People.

The meeting was announced after Circuil
Judge Walter B, Jones granted an imjuoction a
Montgomery Friday restraining the: NAACE from
operatingg i Alabama; bot a spolkesman said ic had
bieen set before that date.

The Rev F L. Shattlesworth, one of the minis-
ters who called the meeting, was named president by
acelamation.

The Rew R. 1. Alfard, pastor of the Sardis
Baptist Church, 1240 Fourth St N, estimated 1,000
to 1100 Negroes attenided the meetng, The eliurch
has g zeating capacity of about 850, he said, and
there were a number of persons HT;[:|-.,HI:5._;.

Reve Shuttlesworth, the principal speaker,
declared: “The Ciluzéns Couneils wor't like this,
But then, I don't like 2 1ot of things they do™

I always have fell that the preacher is
Crod’s first man. . . .The prophets of old
give us vivid examples of how the
Chiurch stands up and when they stand up
the walls muest fall. . . . 1 think that's what
Christ meant by the ‘sates of Hell shall
not prevail, " [t didn’t mean, in pry opinion,
a man or gambler or wicked institution
trinmphant over the Church, but
meant the Chwech  trivmphant  over
them, because the people would be
mispived to go out and erusade against 1.
— Rew. Shuttleaworth 1o Lewiz Jones, 1961,

The voung Negro preacher frequently raised
his viee 1o a shout during his speech and mopped
his Face with a handkerchicf, A thermometer near
the pulpit read 88 degrees,

At the close of his address, Rev Shuttlesworth
introduced the Rew M. H. smuth; Jr, who read a
repoTt of 4 committee which met "'.'1:||'|d'¢|_':.'.

The cotmiltes report, containmg g resolution
nammg the organization and setung orth it ams
wis adopted with a roar of approval.

Oine dissenting vote was cast, that of a man who
dentifed himsell as G W MeMurray He obtained
the floor later and declared: “We should think
sanely of what we are doing. Birmingham is too
mver-orgamzed now.” He cited anether organization
of Negro ministers ormed several months ago,

Rev. Shurtlesworth veplied, "I it takes one orga-
nization fivie months tooget a constitution, what are
we moine to dol”

T speaker was interrupted a nomber of Hines
Iw cheers and applase. The good-natured andience
alzo encouraged him with frequent cries of “Yes,
ves," "Go ahead, Reverend,” and "That's vight.”

In g impassioned plea for organized Nepro
leadership, the speaker declared, "Our cilizens are
peactive ander the dismal yi ke of skrgr-.~g31i|-r1.“
Then, he shouted, "Aren’t you," and the crowd,
roared “Yes,"

“Thesze are the davs when men would like (e kill
ope, when mien in Missizsippi can be declared 'not
guilty' {of nurder), when men ean be shot down o
the steps of the courthouse, These are dark days,

“Bur |I:|1'-q: iz not dead,. |:|-||'-:- 13 ablive here
L |E'|E;,[h[|\I he ﬁa{q[.

He shouted, “We seek nothing which we would
not deny sthers.”

He asked, “Would you be willing tonight for 4
white man to sit down beside you?™

The audience again roared assent,

“Then vyou believe in integration,” Rev,
Shuttlesworth declared,

The-lengthy resolution adopted near the close
of the meeting was prepared by a committee of 11
ministers and lavmen,

"HANDS UE IN VOTE T SET UIP NEGRO
RIGHTS ORGANIZATION Maogement oty with
cheers of | 000 Negroes in packed charch hiere,” The
Birmingham Mews, fune 6, 1956, page 11,

Leftr “Rev. Shiatdessoorth Leads Negro gmong.”

fighe: “Rev. 3. WS McMioray
The Birtningham News, Jime &, 1956, page 11

Ome dissenring.”

“Ag free and independent citizens of the
United States of America and of the State of
Alabatna, we express publichy oor deterniimation to
press persistently for freedom and democraey and
the remotl from our Soerety any forms of second
class citizenship.™

A Talk to Freedom = 3
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THE ORIGINAL DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES

Mass Meeting On Civic Interest

Tuesday Night, June 5, 1956

Called by the Following Ministers: F. L. Shutlesworth, N. H. Smith, Jr., T. L. Lane, R. L. Alford and G. E. Pruitt.

PROCEEDIMGS OF THE COMMITTEE OMN RESOLUTIONS:

The Committee of 11 Ministers and Laymen met June 4th, 2:15 PM. m the
Smith and Gaston Funeral Chapel, 600 5th Ave., N, to discuss plans, Principles,
and Resolutions to be presented to the Mass Meeting. Rex E L. Shuttlesworth
presided.

The discussion centered on the need of an organization o wirk in our Civic
interest, and the State-Wide implications of such an Organizadon was mentioned
by Rev. Alford. Also diseussed, was the name by which such an Organization
should be kmown. Next came the reading and discussion, and the adoption of
a Declaration of Prindiples and Resolutiong to be recommended to the
Mass Meeting.

Discussion gentered next on various comaitiees, and the purported [unction-
ing of sueh Committees. Suggested was a Steering Commitiee (to be appointed
in the Mass Meeting) to appoint other Committees for the orgamzation. Each
person pledged his and ler all to the Cause of Human Rights, and spoke of the
need tow [or our ambitions to be realized 1o the point of activity. The Committee
made the following recommendations;

I That this Mass Meeting form an Organization under the Name of “The

Adabaria Christian Movernent for Human Rights,”

2. That the (ollowing be adopted as a Declaration of Principles by the
(Orrganization:

{AY As Iree and independent Citizens ol the United States of America, and of
the State of Alabama, we express publicly our determinatiom to press forward

persistently for Freedom and Democraey; and the removal from onr society any

forms of Second Class Citizenship,

(B} Weare not echoing the will or sentiments of Chitsiders; but our own con-
vietiong and Will to be free, 2o help us God, We will not becomme Rabblerousers;
butwill be sober, firm, peaceful, and resolute, within the Framework of Goodwill,

(U We Beheve in our Courts and m Justiee adnnnistered by our Courts; bat
we now potnt oot to the Natfon's conscience a strange paradox:  One State
Dristriet Court Judge can rule and fmmediately it is obeved over the entire State
— even il guestioned or disagreed with; But even a unanimous Decision by 9
Judges of the U1, 5. Bupreme Court (set up by the constitution to be the Highest
and Final Court), and Rulings tw Federal District Judges, representing the whole
United States of Americs are not only questioned and disagreed with, but Upenly
Flaunted, Distegarded, and Thtally lgnored
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(D) We Beleve in State’s Rights; but we believe that any rst RIGHTS are
HUMAN RIGH'TS. And the first right of 2 State is to Protect Human Rights,
and to guarantee to each of its Citizens the same Rights and Privileges,

(E) We heartily concur inand endorse the Rulings of the Federal Judiciary that
All public Facilities beleng to and should be open to All on the same and equal
terms; and we Hope, Trust, and Pray that efforts to commience should be begun
by Oificials in the Spirit of Brotherhood and Goodwill; without the necessity of
Lawsuits having 1o be filed,

(F) We most highly commend the activities of the Officials and Cilizens every-
where for the offorts made for Civl Rights, and we thank God for them, But
especially do we applaud Negroes in Montgomery, Ala, and "Tallahassce, Fla.,
conducting themselves in the struggle so valiantly, and without rancor, hate, and
smesr, and above all without violence,

(G As o Gradualisi, we lold that it means to move forward, slowly maybe but
surely; not vacllabon, procrastination, or evasion. The hastily enacted laws and
enflamed statements of Public Officials do oot lead g to embrace Gradualism,
Wewant a beginniig NOW! We have already waited 100 years!|

(H) We Negroes shall never become eneries of the White People: We are all
Americans; But America was born ue the strnggle for Freedom from Tranny and
Oppression. We shall never bomb any homes or lyneh any persons; but we nust,
becanse ol Historyand the lutare, mareh to Complete Freedom — with unbowed
heads, praying hearts, and an unvielding determination, And we seek Guidance
from our Heavenly Father; and from all men, Goodwill and understanding,

a4

3. That a Steering Committee be appointed in this Mass Meeting to appoint

the  [ollowing Education, Recreation,
Transportation, Police Protection, Cwvic Rights, Jobs, Voting and Registration,

Homsiag and Youth,

other  Committees:  Finance,

4, That this Mass Mecting go on record as unanimously supporiing: and
applanding the efforts of Birmingham Negroes to form a Federal Loan
Asgsocistion in Birmingham.

5. That this Mass Meetmg upon adjournment, will do so toomeet Monday, June
th, T:00 o'elock, at the New Bilgrim Baptist Cliareh, 903 Seath 6th Ave,,
Birmingham, Alabama.

COMMITTEE: Reve E L. Shuttlesworth, N, H. Smith, Je, R L. Alferd, C.
L. Vincent, C, H. George, Aty Oscar W Adams, Mrs. Lucinda Robey, C. ]
Evans, (. O Gissentanner, Mr, Lewis Willie, and others,
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Sardis B:I]Jﬁst‘ Church (e, 1884, Bl 19204, sionding) ACMHE' Firss
Meering Sire, Tiume 3, 1936, 1130 Fowerth Srreer North, Enen Riclee, Rew. Robert
Loneis Alford, Posior ( 1930-197 1), above right: Birmengham Pabdic Litrary
Dretverrment of Archives and Mamasorips Tax Assessor Files # 22-26-3-19-15;
ACMHR Smuvensy Bordder, 1958

Ministers Calling the jJune 5, 1956, Meeting

The Church then has to be the regu-
lating force i society. No govern-
ment, school, or organization can lake
the place of the orgamized Church in
teaching spiritual, moval and ethical
values and relating these 1o the
lives of men, The Church s the
leaven which Fesus said would make
the whole lump vise. It is the salt that
will season and give meaning lo
men’s fives. Croil Rights s the
Church’s greatest challenge and
greates! opportunily since the Middle
Ages. - Rew. Shuttlesworth, “The Church
an Efective Witness In a Diffieult Age "

Bethel B&'I:ptist Church {eie 1904, 1926 standing} aned
adiscent: Parsonage (1926-1956) vight, 319 1-3193 20:h
Avernee Neavth, Collegeville, Rev. Fred Lee Shuttlesworth,
Pastor ([953-19%6 1, lefr,

The Jetferson County tax assessor photograph, lefi bottom, the original
Gathic-style chureh 13 years after its completion, Figurative stamed
ghass windows, bright window trin and Hmestone coping aceent the red
brick church. The mortar 18 made with dark red, Birmimgham iron ores.
Birmingham Public Library Department of Archives and Manuseripts
(BPLDAM) Jefferson County Tax Assessor Files ('TAF) 22-13-4-33-1,
January 4, 1939,

Bethel Baptist Church was established i the carly=20th century as pig ron,
foundry and railread industries expanded on Birmingham's northern edge. By
the 19505, Bethel hoasted a debi-lree [acility and a stabvart and growing mer-
bership with 400 to 500 attending Sunday services. Despite three bomibings,
ninety to ninety-five percent of members supported the Movement. Bethel
hecame the platform on which Rev. Shuttleaworth stood to run the organization
that marshaled the “folks™ who would challenge segregation.
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New Hope Baprist Chorch

(st 1892, 1912, demaolishedt, 3421
Second Avenue Navth, Avondule,

Rew. Herman Stene, Puaseor (1046
1988), ACMHE Bowd. Lovaced
divectly adiozent o the Sloss Uiy Faere
nisces dnel the Avemdale Mills, hoth
large emploryers in the ary ceneer, Mew
Hope s large comgregation strongly sy
portedd ACMHE and husied major mass

tnestngs, BPLODAM-TAF 23.30.4.71,

Jume 18, 1947 Seane porrait,

New Hope Bapeise Chareh,
VoD Motley Callecrion.

G # A HWalh o Freedonr

MNew Fﬂgr'&m Baptist Church—"The Church in America where
people are taught thar God is love, right is dghe, wrong s wrong,
anud all men are brothers!"—{er, 1900, 1945 & 1050 yped a0 duay
carecenter), 903 Sisrh Avenue Soueh, Smahade, a livge and acive
chinch weth nei facilings, o major AUMHE congreganimal sefsentas
thar hosted nmerous meerngs from 1956 10 1963 and led the “Freedom
Woalk” of 2,000 Sincley wonshipers, May 5, 1963; Rev. Nelbson H,
Swmith, Jr., Pastor H%*Fefm-:mfl, I'c_f-l, and ACMHER Secre LTy st
with Rev. Shitlesoerth cosimed ACMHE nelegses; Rew Charles
Billsips, Jv., abvae, highly decorimed veeeran of foo wns, Layman ang
Assoctare Pasear, ACMHAR Ex. Bowd, BPEDAM-TAF 20:2.1 1.2,
Craoberd; 1904, Pastors: ACMHE Soweniv Bookler, 1958 Rev,
Billeaps paoticipared in every maor Bisminghum demomserarion,

These are grassroots pastors whe really touched
the people. — Rev. Shuttlesworth, 1998,

Mew Rising Star Baptist Chuech (ese. 1958, hagle o, [963), 3104
33rd Plige, Collagesille, Rew. George E. Proite, Sr., Postor { [955:
1986), left. BFEDAM-TAF 22-13-4-13-11, Cherober 4, [968; Perreair,
Sadie Mae (Mrs, Geergel Prudre, Chicen Ester MeArthin, Anetra Pruie
Moore, Jeannera P Woods and Rev, George B, Prdte, Jro A taxidiive
aned service statiem ofreriton in the carly years, Rev. Pt served on che
FExeernve Benerd imid aften drove Rev, Shiptdeswoth



Other Key ACMHR Pastors and Incorporation Signers

Mount Mive Baptist Church {ese.
1922, beeile ey [958, demolished ), G300
Fhivd Agenue Novth, Woodlaon, Rew,
Edwerd M. Gardrner, Postor {1949 e
sent), left, and ACMHR Vice Presideni
(1953619690 and President ( 1969-present!
Rew Gondner, together with Res, Hermenm
Swome, |'?'E|!'||1'-:-.Ilfr.r{;{rmm for the rn.gu.'m
Memday meerings. Ulfeen sevuing as the
“warm wp’ preacher, Rev. Gavdner con-
diceted the Frosiness and foee o sermen o
o ACMHR Sovweniy Bookfers, 1933,
1965,

T
Vi g
1 1 1 o e o

e L, Pl
Union Bethel Iﬂduptﬂdk’.‘ﬂf Methodist Churech—The Church Rugulnr Mi&.‘i-il.rl‘.l..’l.l“r' Bﬂpﬁ.\i Church {est. 1943, lale 1945), 1205 Gahaba Street, Eost
Whith A Welcome To All—fesi, 1952, bidl 1952 1300 Siah Avehie Birmingham, Ree. C. H. George, Pastor { 1944-197 00 BRLDAM-TAFE 23-19-1 1913 Tamury 24,
Sl.'h.u'l.'!, Bew. T. L. I.-IJ.'HH."‘ Piseay (198 2-1062) ¥ AUMHR Souvens 94 P.:."\-.H.n, Hev, Lars |"-.-'!¢1:_.'r|_-'._', I,

Bookler, 1958, Pertrare, Ulnion Bethe! Independent Methodise Chaerch,
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Rev. Phifer was joiled i [962,

Zion Star Baptist Church {ese. 1913, demolished) for
lefe, 2611 Fruoeh Avennee Scouh, Soslwide, Rew. Jumes
S. Phifer, Pascor (1954- 10620 Loft, ACMBER Annpad
Repent, 1958, ACMHR Vice President, Rev. Phifer
secompunied Rew. Stnlesaorth o legal chalenges,
inchicing desegreganion o Phillips High School in [957.
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First Metropolitan Baptist Church—"The
Church where the Gospel is preached with a
Relevancy ro Contemporary Probleins”—( bl
1930, demolished), 2523 Founh Averug Sopth,
Sonehside, Reve Abraham Woods, Jr., Pastor
[1954-1965) [ofi; BPLIAM-TAF 23-3]-325.1,
Tomusy 20, 1939, Rev. Waads, o member of the
Smith adere voshomsi-

Execnrive Booved, and Johnnde L
Me for secaming chirches for vegidar mestings,

Ouak Street Baptist Church (e 1916, bilt

TG 1) With View of Sloss-Sheffield's Navek
Bamingham Cokevnles; left, 3224 Vinginia Avemiie,
Collegenille, Ree, C. L. Vincent Pasoor (195 2-
{903} lefe BPLDAM-TAF 22-13-1-19:7,1-24-
1947 Pustor phorograph; Dovis Gary,
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Articles of Incorporation

STATE OF ALABAMA
JEFTERSON COUNTY

CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION
OF
THE ALABAMA CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT
FOWHUMAN RIGHTS, INCORPORATED.

Filed 8-7-56
INC 105 Page 576

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF THE PROBATE
COURT OF JEFFERSON COUNTY, ALABAMA

Linder and by virture [sic] ol the provigims ol the Code
of Alabaing, P90, Title 10, Chapter 10, and the supple-
ment thereto, and the laws and Coustitution of Alabama,
the undersigned being desiros of organming themselves
I.rlgL'ihur w e Mon Profit [:".IT|1||l‘ql[II'IIIL. do hereby make and
File thae Declaration of Incorperation, pursuant to the pro-
vigions of gaid faws and become thereunder s bidy sorpo-
rate, for the porpose herein afler described, and do
herely declare amd certifv as follows, namely:

ARTICLE]
Eﬂllt'.'
The name of this Corporation shall be: The Alibamia
Chiriatian Mavement For Human Riglts, Ineorporated.

ARTICLE N
Location
The i1ri!3ci[rlr plice of business arid office of saxd cor-
poraiian shall be. located in Eirmlllglmm, Jekferain
County, Alabama, until chianged Ty appropriate action of
the Buard of Directars:

ARTICLEIN
Dhuratinm
The duration of ths {,'.n:rp-cu:ra.tir-:l shall T ]H:EEIL‘1.'|I:L1.

ARTICLE IV
Objects and Purposes

The ohjects and purpeses for which the Corporatim is
formed are as Tollews:

{a) To use peacelul and lwlul means in uphiolding the
Constitetion of the United States, and the Constitution of
the State of Alabama;

(b} To press forwand persistently for freedom and
democracy, and the rempval e our-sooety of any farm
af second cless citizenship;

{cd Topreach and teach the principles of Chnstianity,
embracing love, brotherhood, fricndship, peace, fellow-
-IF:IrE'n gc;ur'-;fl.l. r[[ and 1'n|||‘,ua| 1|;ﬁ:.t‘al=1lld:u!§,,

() T promote the eeonoanie, politieal, civie, and social
development of all peaple;

{e] T work and associate with any erganization which
believes 1 the -|hj._'|:t,:| anl purposes as set out in this cer-
tificate of i1||:r|rp||rull'r|;|1:

([} The Comporation shall have all the rights, power,
privileges, and tmmunities as set ool i the Code of
Alabama, 1940, and ail other laws applicable 1o
Cotporation organized therein, or as thereni specilically
sel out or i, and all of which is hereby referred Lo and
miade 4 part heresf as though fully get vt heredn,

ARTICLE V
Non-Pecuniary
This Corporation shall net issue shares of stock-and it
B e orgamized for any pecuniary purposes,

ARTICLE Y
Limited Liskality
The tembiers of the Corporation shall not be liable fo
any af the Corporate debts or obligations, nor for dny acts
of the Corporation which sy cesult i Rabality to o,

ARTICLE ¥IT
Membership
Amy person whi s i accord with the objects and pur-
Emsrs of Lz -;:r.1rgmm1'bu:u iy beenme a membern Member-
ghig in the Corporation ghall not e divided imto elasses,
ARTICLE VI
Address ol Initial Regstered Office and Agent
The address of the initial repstered office of the
r::qm:miiﬁn a3 North 20th Avenue, H:rm'iughum,
Alaberna; and the name of the initial registerad agent w
gaid addeese: Reverand F L. Shuttlesworth,

ARTICLE [X
Brard of Directors
The number of direclors conatituting the initial Board
ol Directors s twebve, and the names and sddreszesof the
persoris who are to serve as initial directors are:

F. 1. Shuttlesworth It L. Alfoerct
E Eillis Bell N, H. Smith, Jr
Mus. Lucinda B, Robey W. E. Shoriridre
C. H, George T Ly Lame
Jahnmie L. Smith Abraham Woods, Jr
Charlie Watzon Hetman Stone

ARTICLE X
In the event of the dissolution of this Corporation, or i
the event 1 shall cease Lo carry ool the objects and pur-
poses set forth, all the business, property and assets of the
Corporatim shall goand e distoibuted to such noo-
pmfil charstable Corporalions or agsociations, as may be
selected by the Brard of Directoie of this Carporation so

that the business properties amd assets of this Corporation
shall, i that event, be used for and '|.1l.:'r"|llul._j {0 crontiniue
the purprses sel out in this Arbicle ol I11c-c|r|h'|ml.'|rm by
gimne sther non-profit Corgematim or dgzoeiation, and
nocevent shall any of the assets or property of this
Corparation, of the proceeds of any of said assets or pop-
erty, in the event of disselution, thereof, po or be distril-
uted to members ethier for the reimbursement of Ay =
sitbzeribed, domated, or contributed by such member; it
being intent that in the event of Lhe disenlotion of this
Corporation, or upaon i ceasing o carry ont the objects
and purpases: herein set forth, the property and assels
then owiied by the Corporaticn shull be devotéd to the car-
r}'ing an of the predent purposcs if this {'n-r]n-mhn 11 lr}'
somie other non-profit charitable prganiation or assncia-
tiom as the Board of Directors shall determine sl direct,

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, the said persons who
are meorporators of The Alabama Christian Movement
For Human Rights Incorporated, severally lureunto sign
and sulmenbie their names and fle the same for record in
the office of the Judge of the Probate Court of Jeflerson,
County, Alabanma, and request that the Judge of  the
Provbuate Court of Jeffersom County record hereon a certili-
cate of registration.showing the book and page wherein
recorded for the purpose of protecting the formation of
this C“I!I'|.'-i.ll'|l1.'il..lll i manner and form |*rfl'lFidw.|= ]l_'l-' the law,
ot thias the 1Gth day of August, 1956,
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OCTOBER 20, 1934

Seeking Jobs

During the seven and one-hall vears before
the demonstrations of 1963, ACMHR moved
tw petition-and lawsuit against all areas of seg-
regation i Bicmingham, The first challengers
— George Jobhnsen and Clyde Jones — tried to
take ‘civil dérvice examinations to apply [or
positions as police. Alter the Personne] Board
refused to allow them to take these exams,
ACMHR Eiled suit.

Terrorism

Builds Solidanity

Crod saved the Revevend lo lead
the ﬁ::.{frd." — Uimdentified woman
i the crowd gathered outside the
bombed-out  parsonage as  Rew
Shuttlesworth emerged, unharmed,
from the debris, December 25, 1958,

If God could save me through this,
then I'm gonna stay here and clear
this up. . . . [ wasn'i saved lo run.
— Rev. shuttlesworth, to Howell Raines,
My Soul Is Rested, 1977,

That act Llf. violence elvmmated Beathal Povsomage With Policemen and Cirg in Favegronind, EHorts 1o mtrmadate ACVMHE members from
Dlecember 25, 1956 Rewben D Collection, Birmungham, riding the buses were not only unsuceesstnl but,
The night hefrne the protese of the segrepation of public frans. :

all fear that had a grip on black

fJEfJPl’P, for so fm:g, in the City indeed, proved the major event that catapuled

: e i T i
preriathon, [ selcks of dynomite expleded in the space beriveen

of Birmingham and encouraged the Beahel Chiveh and fis parsanage.. The residence, i which:  Tex Sittlosworthimto messiame leadership, The
thew resolve to seek thewr ”’:F.;"in'f.'i Shurtlemenrth and a cheerch déacon whio was gurding Tim mtimidation efforts galvanized black support for
N I L R S wese siiring at the e of tha blase, ecllapeed. the: Moverment,

Davis, Bethel Church Member, leffer-

son County Commissioner (1987- Shuttlesweorth's Clrtstmas prresent convinced both him and his followoers that God had truly
19G1), 1995 singled him oul for leadersiip, — Andrew M. Manis, Religious Historian and Rev. Shuttlesworth’s biog-

rapher, “A Fire Yoo Conr Paet G, ™ The Crvdl Righits Life of the Bivmeinglrane s Fred Sfaeitlesoeonth, 1999,

1) = A Malk o Freedom
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Faght for Freedom
on Buses

In December of 1956, the U, 5, Supreme Court upheld
a lower court roling hat segregation on buses in
Montgomery was nneonstitutional. ACMHBR countered by
asking the Birmingham City Commission to voluntarily
rescind local bus segregatiom laws, The Commisaion
refused. Despite the Christmas night bombing of his
home, the nest day, undaunted and unafraid, Rew
Shuttlesworth led more than 300 Negroes ina mass viola-
tion of the bus law. "Rventy-bwo people were arrested and
fined in City Court. ACMHR filed suit in Federal Coutt.

“IN WHITE SECTION OF BUIS (righe above) | Negroes of
Birmingham ignee the Jim Creaw dign as they mvne arrest dhring
-ty dememstrarion by sitring fn fromr searsthen hithervto Juad
been ferbidden to them, " Rober Adioms, The Birmingham News,
phocograph and captiom bahed in Life Magazine, [onparsy 7, 1957

YHAPPY MARTYRS fn'g.'r! beleaw) | semie af 22 grveseed e the
Brrminghom demomsrasion angd freed on 3100 bail, e proised b
Rev. My, Shardesaaceth {loaning on pelpir, i light coa) ara chusch
anisepregation- meernp.” Monteomery Advertiser, phoragnaih and
capeien published in Life Mugasine, faniry 7, 1957, page 35, ponsi-
By 5t fames Baprise Claerche

"WEGROES MEET — Purt of the gverflens croned ar 3¢ Panl

Merhodise Chierch Lase rl!l_,r.ll.r i shomin ahove, 'f'.llnj.- were told thar o

Fedeval injemenion will be ashed as'a vesult of bus segregation arvests
made yesterdey drring the mags s riding motes by Nepoes. "

Birtnineham Post-Herald, December 27, 1958, page 2

PLEATE POWOT
MOVE- BOAID

—
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JANUARY 10, 1957 - FEBRUARY 14, 1957

Southern Christian Leadership Conference Organized

Mabama-based pastors, including Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr, Rew Ralph
Abernathy, Rev. Joseph Lowery and Rev Fred Shuttlesworth, led this new “orga-
nization of organizations,” SCLC would Erow Lo be a large u;-:;:'pnlrmi-;:lln with 4
network of more than 85 local ¢ivil fi'.:_’l'ﬂt‘ affiliates, ACMHR would be a st {IFFES
local center and a model for others across the nation, Rev. Shuttleswarth would
serve as Secretary fram the Toanding in 1957 antil 1909,

MARCH 6, 1957

Freedom on Interstate Transportation. The Terminal Station

On Decermnber 22, 1956, police had arrested two prominent Blacks, Carl and
Alexenia Baldwm, for refusing to muowve to the “ecolored” section of the
Birmingham Terminal (raiflroad) station, The ACMHR sponsored their legal
fight, Failing to win, Rev. Shuttlesworth and his wife Ruby personally challenged
gegregated accommadations al the station. The Interstate Commerce
Commissien had banned segregalion among interstate passengers. Vigilante vio-
lence ensued after Lamar Wedver, a white minister, sal down and waited for the
Atlanta tram with the Shuttlesworths, Weaver and his convertible were stoned.
Palice at the scene did not provide him support. The Shuttlesworths traveled to
Atlanta 1n the white section of the train,

The Social Gospel: The New Negro Church

Fxcerpis: “The New Negro Clorol,” Speech by Ren, Pred Sihattleseeorth, one

of faier “Southern Freedom Fioliters,” Praver Plerimace, Wisliugton, D, O

In this specch delivered toa major gathering of Negro leaders, Bev Shuttlesworth
states the role of the church in daily affairs, A proponent of the social gospel,
Shuttlesworth interprets Christianity as a spirit of brotherbood revealed in social
ethics. The minister applics his teaching and leadership abitities (o issues of pub-
lie morality, bringing God's love and justice to all men:

Bt a wete votce 15 antsing all aver pote — the voice of the claocl of a living aned
vading (Fod, unafraid, uncomprmmising, and wnccasing. Led by her punesters; she
ceves oud that wll men are brothers, and that jusiice and mercy must flotw as the
wwalers, The Neza Cluoch is daking e lead, and thank Cad, somie o the White
Clewerch evre af last pleading for justice and veason. WE have avisen o walk wilt des-
by, and toe shall parch Gl victory e twen. Not a victory for Negraes, but a wictory
SorAmerica, for wght, for rglteousness, No man can make us hale; and no men can
ke ws afrard, WE fnote that the strugele coll be lard and costly; some of ws tndecd
v dlies b let our tnals and death — o come they st — be one wore sacreed
installment on this American hentage for freedom; and et History and ey thal come
belind us, rejoice that we wrose in strength, avmed only with the weapon of Lave; and
stoved wwlveremen stond, and removed from dmerican sociely this cancerpus infection
af Segregation and 2nd cluss eftizenship,

12 = A Walk v Freedom

A Faath for Dafficult Times

Excerpts: Rev. Shuttlesworth's
Annual Report to the ACMHR

But they reckoned without the power of Almighty God, or forgot
to remember that Faith works s best miracles under difficnlt and
eritical circurnstances. For we arose up that historic night to keep our
date with desting We stood together as one man pledging cach to the
pther our lives, our fortunes, our 2=acred honor. With massive voice
lromn unalraid hearts, we eried out “Give us liberty or give us death.”
We. possessed that night a “faith that would net shrink, though
pressed by every [oe.”

We stood 1 like men of faith, with lowe inoour hearts, bButl with
determination in our breasts not only o defy and challenge
Segregation practices and customs, but also to say to the “Uncle
Thme" of vesterday, “get behind us Satan, for vou are offensive to us.
You have kept us behind long enough, No longer do we need vou o
procrastinate and receive “pats” and “handowts.” Find vour erackand
hide, for Negroes [rom hencelorth will Follow a leadership that will
lead o the momntain top, Crumbs will no longer sustain us; we miost
have part of the loal that is democracy. Some became angry and envi-
ous, and the politicians raved; bul together we have matched [or a
whole vear., Some felt that this was just another “stunt” by eager-and
mizginded Negroes, and that il would - as had many things in the past
= blow owver in a fortnight. Tt wag felt that "they're hiot now but they'l]
cool off alterwhile.”

But God was speaking to us and through us, and tomight the
“stunt™ 15 sl going strong; stronger than ever belore, For inspite of
the slander we have withstood, the threats that we have heard, and the
vinlence we have sustained, | am sure, pasitively sure, that nothing
shall stop ug until we cross the Segregation river and tread the shores
it our day of unrestricted freedom . ..

And so wnight, we reallirm our Faith i the American
Democracy, and pledge our continued resistance to Segregatiom and
Mserimination. We must never retreat from this position no matter
what the eost. There must be vne law for all or there will be no peace.
We are called upon by God to stand now like men, Therefore be strong,
and of good courage . . . and let us play the men [or oar people . . anid
the Lord do that which seemeth Him good. 20 Gl 112, . ...

Lozt us g0 an knowing in our hearts that we hate no one; nor will
we harmyanyone. Let us persevere through this midnight of terrorand
madness, so that the Ameriean ehildren of the Foture will not have 1o
underg these ordeals: and thus will rise up and call uz blessed,
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Rev. Shuttlesworth aftacked in integration try—

Negro beaten at Phillips High
Whites eject Arkansas Negroes

N. L Rock | R L ._ TiE ! Minister had
' | sought entry
of ch:fdren

=

e Toe e 53 THE REV, . L. SHUTLESWORTH SHOWN AS HE WAS KNOCKED TO STREET OUTSIDE SCHOOL

AR W e S « +« A lone policemon was pushed aside by the crowd when the Negro drove up to the scheol,
Tusta week alter U, 5. Marshals protected students In the photograph (right )} o bosker s pessed 1o collect domartons

at Central Figh School in Little Bock, Arkansas, Hew. -'-‘""'J kttecurners to the Muss -"'1'-"-]'“%5 held, she night of the Phillips
. : meidene, ar New Hape Bapeist Clumch in Avondale,
Shuttlesworth attempted to enrall his danghters in  eient, ar New Hape Baprise Ulua fin Avondal

|§‘i|'t11it|§;tlﬂ1ﬂ1ﬁ t'['l?eljt}:l' ]:igh achool and met with mob ACMHR raises its funds to underwrite suits, such as

violenee. The mob was apparently mtent on killing of e school case resulting from this day’s challenge,
seriously injuring Shuttlesworth. Despite stgnificant st costs, bonds and fees through offerings, such
injuries, the ACMHR leader appearced at.a mass meet- g this one. A typical mass meeting offering brings
ing that evening to preach non=vinlence, quell poten- in 82000 to $300. Dollar by dollar, ACMHR locally

tial rioting “and rase (unds for-the Movement.
ACMHR later files suit challenging Alabama's s¢hoo
segregation laws,

sustains s fight against segregation in Birmingham,
Brrminghern Fogt-Hevald, September L0, 1957, page 6.
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“Weoodlanum: Stidenis Demonsrrare Against nregrarion:

[he Birmingham News, Seprember [0, 1957, puge |

Sriedents wumned to hawe proper excuses o face expilsion,”

*Students Evacuate Phillips After Anomomnoe Bomb Threat

- Some 185

lefr the J':.w'i.:ll'ne; scene of vtolence yesterdaoy. ™ The Birmingham Mews,

September [0, 1957, page 1,
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Recem violenee

H'i.'l"ll'li[lgl (FEN RN El " Iljll.t 'i.m]_'ll._!l lld'lr\' | It-I'IJ'L'I.'H et

episades  of

and the other community leaders 1o make a
reappraisal of the local situation, a program
of preventive violence s necessary,

A few days ago, the Rev F. L. Shuttles-
worth was ganged, cormered and beaten at
a public high school by those wha sought 10
foreibly prevent hiny from applving For
|._':11t’||‘|!1|1|,'r|1 of |'1i5 L'Flih]run in 1'|I{; riearest
schiool. Obstructionists were on hand 1o
stop him. Whatever judgement one might
]H_lhj ';»'i1|| 1';'{:_:[';'“{_1'. | BH] ||ir= :Ll:_'lfldldﬁ,
mietives, and timmng, ne one has sad, or
could siy, he was violent or foreing his way.

There are
No Short Cuts

Cartoon By Harper, The Binmingham News,
Seprember £, 1957, page 4

Raw Violence

Editorial reprinted from the Birsungham World, Sept. 15, 1957, Page 6.

He selected one of the ways by which
those interested in '|11"L:Il;_r|1'|:|g the local law in
tim,; with 1h|; |'|1';_r_]]-:.;$1 law rnighl =L, Thu
pr’inqi;mi n[ 1h|; ::l,‘hlnl] Wos l\.,‘hi]'l.‘lH_![L'I'l[ i)
|!|.;,-l!||,]h_‘, I;Ew ;-‘.i1||.;|[5{|:|1, (,‘L'F'}d'iﬂ.l_'r'.' IEu‘ I:IIl'J!-l'li-—
tuted represemtatives of public Taw knew
Frivw (EF] |.1-.j¢|.| l.'.-i1|1 i1, .‘;_:u.p:_‘h |,~. ever Iilq: wurL:
of the minb, Never is g mab or those of sim-
ilar methads the proper ones to handle
such matters,

Violence 15 1o answer (o change,
1'nl'rw3:|.|.':Il|,_',|.' el |-r|'|:|.' ae1 11u|;k, Qur o :mlnuhi%ln‘
and hielp to build a fire under those customs
which are tottering under the cosmie power
of change, Violence 15 the mother of anarchy,



JUNE 1958

“The Movement i1s Moving”

Message From Our President, June 1958

The greatest issue in human affairs today i that of
Freedom: simple justice, fair play, equality of human beings
irrespective of color, and the sharing of opportunities —
socially, econommically; and politically, The fact that the strug-
gle g in full foree around the world 18 @ssuranee enough that
it iz ordered by Ddvineg Decree; for this is still my God's
world. Oppressed people throughout the Continents and the
Islands ol the Seas are rising up and calling lor their God-
given Rights, Colonsalism, imperialism, segregation and dis-
erimination, cconomic exploiation, raxation without repre-
sentation, and government without participation are all
under sustained attack, T like to think of this world wide
revolution as being A Dwvine Struggle for the exaltation of
the human race.”

Progress In Spite of Curcumstances
Excerpts: Rev. Shuttleswarth's Aasal Report to the ACMHR

Who would dare distuch this vicious glant? Who would
challenge this way of life which has sent justice to take an
extenided holiday, and when angry, knows oot merey? Wha
would tackle such a foc as segregation, which has strangled
state conrls, taken over execubtive funetions, and so confuszed
lawmakers' minds that keeping segregation s now more
important than either saving the prestige of America or going
to Heaven. Small wonder this organization has been branded
as “stirring up trouble!” Small wonder that men of trembling
heart and nervous frames have called us "fools.” . |

This iz a religious crusade, a light between light and dark-
riess, right and wrong, gond and evil, fair play versus tyranny,
We are assured of vietory beeause we are using weapons ol spir-
itual warbare, Against the racist's hate and scorn we are using
the love of Christ, against his oppressive and abusive acts we
are using the weapon of Prayer on whose mysbic wings we
aweep mio the presence of God 1o lay out our troubles. Thuas
we are never tempted 1o hate White peaple or to return them
evil [orevil, This organization frowns on violence—therefore
no Negro muost allow himself to Become so angry that he will
disgrave the cavse for which we fight and suffer, . .

Oh! Mother America, where 4s thy solace for thy chil-
dren's ills? Where iz:the freedomoyou so freely offer others?
Where s vour soul that you-allow liberty to be trodden in the
duzi? Why kill defenseless Negroes who only aslke freedom
while coddling in your arms those who more than ence have
gleelully spilled your blood on foredgn somil? ...

Executive Board and Advisory Committee: Stendmg, frane row lefe roonghe: Mro 1o 1L Ryles, Mrs
Geomgia Price, Rew, Hi Stome, Mis: Dawsy Jeffies, Mr ECHL Migphy, Mr Ho NG Gainn, Mis

Lol Flendricks, Mra. Altha Stalluonh, Mr. Jumes Armstvong, Rev. (2, B Prosier, Mys. Jocephine

Jemes. Bocomd vones Bew, |- AL Hoaypes, Mys. Rells Willioms, Mirs. Liinda Broun Rebey®, My, W E
Shovividge®, {searl), Rev. Alvoham Woods, Jr., Mre. Martice Dosadell, Rew: [ 8 Phifer, Rée. N

H. Smith, Ir#, Rew F-L. Shuttdeswerth®, Rev, Charles Billups, Myrs, Desrer Brovks, Rev, Fdward Giorcner®,
Rev. L. 1. Rogers, and Mr. George Price { *Indicares Execurve Officer), ACMHR Sonvenir Bookler, [958

“People who walked with us through the storm.” -risps

The First Mum‘:«{:mhip Commirtee: Sraneling, lefe to righe: Mr. Charles Bilhps, Mys, Geéorgia Price, M |
L. Calberr, M. Mavie Wikson, and My, Williom Pavker: Scared, lofe to right s Mes. Diwothy Mores, Mo
Dhaisy Jeffries, Mrs: Lena Thomas; Mrst Mesrtis Dodell. ACMHR Sowvenir Bookler, [958
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Inspirational Music

b July, 1960, ACMHE leaders W, E. Shortndge dand Georgra
Price organized the Movement Chorr, Under the directiom ol
| B-year-old composer, Carlton Reese, the choir's repetaire com-
bined traditional bymns and gospel muosie. Favorites included:
“iin't Gonoa Let Nobody Turn Me Around,” “We've Gon
A Job,” "Ninety-Nine Percent Won't Do" and "Freedom Is Jusi
Ahead!™ The choir zang regularly at meetings, heighteming
their intensity,

Singing  provded inspivation, a way of praising
Crod and .'EJFJIIW:’H{LI' le'r?'}[i" — Thoris I:T:"ct:’_'v., ACMHE Member,
Collegeville, 1995,

The music of the Birmingham Movement veflected its
tap-drawer level of orveanization and strategy.
— Bernice Reagon, Songs of the Ol Rights Movement,

ACMHR Chorr, Officers: Carleome Reese, A vgamtst and Divecror, Andrese B
Sneed, Jr,, Pianist, Lingeln Hendricks, Presiden; Lala Hendricks Collection.

Lola Hendricks

amrespomging Secrerary, [956- 1963

Julia Rainge
Coresponding Secretary

Lucinda Brown Robey,

CHfrcer & Yourh Diesion Direarice

Ruby Shurtlesworth
Yorrh Ehsaston Direcice

Georzia Price
Excanive Committer & Chficer

These ladies were among the leaders who coordinated ACMHR efforts. Mrs: Price served
on the Executive Comemnittee and headed up many 8 special project, Mrs, Hendreks served
as liaison (o SCLC coordinator Wyvatt Tee Walker during the joinl SCLC-ACMHR campaign
of y'.]_‘d'in;._', 199633 Phot r}._.,".!'d]‘lhf-: ACMHE Bawreniy Boaklers and Doriz {,'itl,r_'.'.

“Shuttlesworth would call doren from New York, and by the time he got here,
we 'l have the chuveh full. " — Lola Hendricks, 1998,

16 = A Malk v Freedom

Trained a8 a nurse; Ruby Shottlésworth helped organize
ACMHE vouth aetivities and accompanied her husband on
direct action challenges, Her home was destroved by a bomb
i 1956, She was stabbed in the hip by 4 mohster at Phillips
High Schoal in 14957, and her husband and children were
arrested i desegregation eltforts. Mra, shuttlesworth
strongly suppaorted the Movement.



“loday’s Church Working for lomorrvow’s World™
Bethel Baptist Church

WORSHIP FURNISHINGS

MOVEMENT MEETING SETUP

L [l "]

Siale

b oy ol W

I

EiElm

B

. ":{L'Emi-r Room

WORSHIP FURNISHINGS, 1900
l. Church Covenmant (framed, 1996,
2, Pulpit Chairs {extant, 19%), center chair
for pastor, flanking chairs for visiting clergy
L Pulpit on Raised Stage (pulpil on exhibit ut
Rirmingham Civil Rights Institute, 19596).
4. Clark’s Table {extant, [996%),
5. Sacramental Table (Lisher's Room, 159965).
f. Walnut Benches (used im basement and
othier roomms, 1996) Sanctuery was nsced
for services and meetings, but not for
Sunday Schoal.
7o Figured Stamed Cilass Windows, installed
145260 {destroved by 1956 bombing).
8. Dreacon and Trustee Pews,
o, Richmond Piano (in storage, 1996,
1, Choir Stand {folding wooden eluirs [or
15 1o 300 persons).

MOVEMENT MEETING SETUR 19603
1. Chars for Alabama Chnstean Moverment for
Hurman Bights (ACMHR) Leaders and
Cinest Speakers.
2. Pulpit A pubilic address system is installed
to improve sound [or the mass meelings,
1. Table for ACMHR Treasurer, William. E.
Shortrudee,
+. Electronic Organ (purchaszed late 14505
nr early 1960s),
5. Cloar (15 or 20 people},
. Meeting were sttended by 450 1o 600
peopls, including police officers. Polics
lso drove by ontside duning proceedings.
. Guard or Look-0ut Koom,
8. Yolunteer Guards, stationed outside ehurch.

=1

i hl_".|11.::,_1|;:|.*r: _.,II' F-||I|_||_|_' frn- 'i.E";'.-;'\.'f:.:[l ..'su.!.flr.'
AUCMHR Meertngs, Berhel Bapeise Chierch,
Hi

Purk Service Birminghom ndusrial Dissder Project,

e American Enoneering Kecord—Nariona

ink om myler drawing by Richard Anderson and

Mavforie White, 1996,
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JUNE 29, 1958

“Bethel was the Movement and
the Movement was the Church”

The Bethel Baptist Church provided s lacilities neluding
meeting spaces and offices, rent and utilities free to ACMHR. The
Bethel sanctuary hosted many tnass meetings. Bethel also served as
the ACMHE headguarters unul 1961, The church paid oot only a
pastor’s salary 1o Rev. Shuttlesworth and provided him witha resi-
dence and volunteer guards, but alse paid the church seeretarv’s
galury, while allowing her to work on Movernent business. Bethel
mernbers strongly supported the Movernent.

Heé could always go to Bethel. Her doomrs were apen.
= Rev, Shuttlesworth, 1998,

Volunteer Guards

After the 1956 hombing, Bethel members (and later ACMHR vol-
unteer guards) provided protection for the Bethel Chorch, for Rey,
shuttlesworth and for the homes of those persons who participated
it school integration cases. Guards also protected host churches
during the mass meatings.

ACMHE Graards: Geovge Walker omd Tomnes Armstrong (the lead mem ™), Chardie
Brools, Mrs, Deser Bracks, Walter Browen, Iddins Clark, 5, Roberr Cogr, Live
Davsen, Mrs. Minmie Eatem, George Forrest, Corter Gastom, Will Hall, Chentie
Hatcher, Jake Head, Jim Hendricdks, Joe Hondvicks, Lincoln Hendricks, John Hullen,
Colomel Bteme Johmson, Siben Moason, Georgio Price (Coendinaten), Liomes Bidllorm,
(Hlie Ramge, Mack E. Roterson, Mis. Liscmea Broun Robey, Tames Riessell, Frank
L Seomy, Jefin Todbere, ., Ranedodph Thesnas, and N.OB. Woeding, b

Sustaining the Legal Fight

Durng ACMHR's first three years, Lthe organization spent
§40,429 of the 853,000 they raised on court costs, with $24,000 going
to black attorneys. Donations at the mass meetings and fees
for speaking engagements financed these ¢ourt costs, bonds and
other [ees.

The basis of support was poor people, not the middle
class or swhile sympathizers . . | people giving their money,
= Rev. Shutilesworth, 1998,

Attorneys active in ACMHER cases included Arthar D. Shores, Bus
Caze: Orzell Billingsley, [, and Osear Adams, Jr., Police Case;
Demetrins Newton, Initial Terminal Station Case; Emest Do
Jackson, Sr, Jacksonwille, Fla,, School Case.
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“Latest Night of lervor”
Bethel Bombed Again

J-"u.'_pir. Biethel B;‘I_I:Iffir Chinch, J'.r_nrj.léng Thwlrg.l't Shattered Windows, 1958,

Reviben Davie Crllection, Birmin ghim .

Druring 1958, lombings increase
across the city. Om April 28, [fgy-
four sticks of dvnamite fail 1o
explode at Temple Beth-El on
Hightand Avenue. This bomb
atteript i subsequently linked 1o
anti-Semnitic  white  supremaecist
activity in other Southern cilies,

Members of the Jewish community

pressure City Hall regarding appro-
priate protection.

At the same time, Reyv. Shuttles-
worth and ACMHR petition for
black policemen. {dn the night o
June 2, 1958, wolunteer guards
diffuse a bomb which would have
destrowed the Betheal chureh had o
[ully exploded.

Pripe imd Bible, Betlel Bapoise Chierch, Reaiben

Danis Callection, Brm mgr:-.lm.



They were determined to get vid of the church. They wanted to
destron my base. Had the guards not moved the bomb, it would
Itave torn the walls dozen. - Rev. Shuttlesworth, 1008,

1958, The wrched

cem My frllooing

he 1056 hombr g While Bethe! Chinch Jteards,
1

WAll Hall and Cled Srt.'ll. J

5 1 10 o) s & 1
'L.I‘- TEFFTL TN I.Ii: I"?’I‘:i‘l"-'.'! Koalang '.II!‘-' jacade |.|i-. pomn

s P T | 7
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e charch. Reuben Doavis Collection, Bitmingham
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“Ordinary people: no class, low class and becoming some class”

Monday Mescment Meeting, Time 23,1958, Ease Thotnos Bupiist Chiech, Rev. 1. A
Hiyes, Pastar, ACMHR Souvenir Bookler, [958

The Orpamization met every Monday night in different chuwrches
all over the city. The mass meetings sveve full of religious ferver
and were so well attended by the faithful, 300 to 400 of whom
attended regularly each Monday. — Rev, Shutilesworth, 19498,

20 = o Walk v Freedom

This swas nol a ministerial assoctation. It was people more than
pastors. Pasiors and members of individual churches welcomed
the mmisterial-led movement. People who attended the mass
meelings pul pressure on then peastars fa frost a'm:e'.n'ngx. g
10 be a meeting church was to invite tervor [rom the police and
the Klan. — Rev. Shuttlesworth, 1998,



Movement Meeting Churches |1

By 1958, ACMHEs network of 33 working-class churches extends across
the mdustrial ity Mot churches are loeated adjaeent 10 mdustral plants
where many ACMHR members work, With 300 to 400 *regulars” attending
tass mectings every Monday night, small churehes could be used only neea-
sionallv. Al these sites, mectings served to diversily the core support and
educate host church members in the Movement's mission,

O the 535 Birmingham area churehes hosting mass meetings in the early
vears of the Movemnent, only New Pilgrin Baptist, New Hope Baptist, St
James Baptist, 51, Luke A M. E, Seventeenth Street AOH. Church of God,
First Baptist Cliurch of Ensley and Thirty-Second Street Baptist Chureh —
all with capacities of 600 to 900 — could hold the crowds that came in Hines
of testingof segregation laws and alter ACMHR's legal successes ol the early

1960 gave hope to the cause.
This hist of Miwement Meetme Churehes melades the 1963 chureh name,
address and city neighborhood. In 199, all Movement church congregations

remain, Several have new names (ndicated in the list in parentheses) and
new campuses, Those churches with an asterisk ™ still use their Movernent-
era churches for worship, Sunday school or day care. Those structures midi-
catedwith at now serve other congregations.,

For a more complete listing of Movernent Meeting churches and photo-
graphic credits, see page 80-82, As photographers working for the Jelferson
County Lax assessor made most photographs shown hére, the tax assessor
record number appears in many moages, A map of all churches accompanics
this publication.

2

NORTH BIRMINGHAM

# |, Bethel Baptist Church, 5191 29ch Ave. M. # 3. First Baptist Church, Hooper Ciry, 468 37eh Cr. W
# 2, Christian Valley Baptist Church, 3104 33rd Terrace N. # 4. Hopewell Baptist Church, 2315 6th Ave. ML, ACIICO
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5. Lily Grove Baptist Church, # K, St Luke AM.E. Church, I803 21sr Ave: N.
1015 3ed St N, Druid Hills # 9, Oak Street Baprist Church,
# . Mew Rising Star Baptist Church, 31224 Vieginia Ave., Collegeville
1104 33ed PL N, Collegeville # 10, Shady Grove Baprist Church,
7. New Salem Baptist Chuech, 1632 Sith St N Phd4 3 1st Way M., Collegeville
ACIPCO

22 o A Hnlk o Freedveen

# 1 1. Twenty-Second Avenue Baprist Church,
2614 Xlnd Ave. N,

NORTHSIDE
# 12, Galilee Baptist Church, 101% 235d S N
[3. Macedonia Seventeenth Street Baptist
Church, 922 17th 5t N




# 14, (Sixch Street) Peace Baptist Church, # 17. 56 Paul (United) Methodist Church, 20, Tabernacle Baptist Church,

W2 Sixeh 5t N, 1500 Bixech Ave. N, 1013 25ch 5. N.

15. St. James Baptist Church, 1100 Sixth Ave. N, 18, Seventeenth Street AJO.H. Church, ENSLEY

L6, St. John AM.E. Church, 630 17th St. N. # 21, Abyssinia Baptist Church, 1501 Ave L
1400 Seventh Ave. N, 1 19, Sixth Avenue Zion Hill Baptist Church, 422, Bethel AME Church, 1524 Ave. D

1414 Sivrh Aove, W,
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23, First Baptist Church, Ensley, 1334 1%ch St
t 24. Meteopolitan C.MLE. Church; 1733 18th 5r,
4 25, Mt. Ararit Baptist Church, 1920 Slayden Ave.
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26, St Faul CM.E. Church, 400 Circle St Docenn

EASTERN AREA: AVONDALE, WOODLAWN,
EAST BIRMINGHAM, KINGSTON
# 27. First Baptist Church, Kingston,
4600 9th Ave. N, Kingston
28, First Baprist Church, Woodlawn,
3 6dnd Se 5 Woodlawn

29, Forty-Sixth Streer Baprist Church,
1532 Cahaba 51, Bast Bimingham

30, Groveland Baptist Church,
452 &6rh S M., Woodlawn

31. Jackson Street Baptist Church,
230 63¢cd Se. 8, Woadlawn



35, Regular (5t Marthew) Missionary Baprist
Church, 1205 Cahaba St., East Birmingham
. 5. Luke AM.E. Zion Church,
137 12ch Ave, M., East Birmimgham
# 37, Zion Spring Baptist Church, 528 41a S,

# 52, Merropolitan Community Church,
335 f4eh Se. South, Woodlawn
33, Mt Olive Baptist Church, & 36
G300 Third Ave. N., Woodlawn
34. MNew Hope Baptist Chuech,
371 Second Ave N, Avondale

SMITHFIELD & EAST THOMAS
# 38. First Ebenezer Baptist Church,
420 Graymont Ave, W
# 39, Sardis Baptist Church, 1240 Fourth St N
40, 5t Paul A.M.E. Church, 300 4th Cr M,
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# 41, First Baptist Church; East Thomas,
419 11th Ce, W

SOUTHSIDE
# 42, East End Baptist Church, 2609 Sixth Ave. 5.
43, First Merropolitan Baptist Church,
2523 Fourth Ave. 5.

26 o A ek o Freedom

# 44, New Pilgrim Baptist Church,

903 Sixdh Ave. 5,
£ 45, South Elyton Baptist Church, 102 Fiest St 5.
t 46. Thirty-Second Street Baptist Church,

518 $ind 5c S

47. Union Bethel Independent Methodist
Church, 1300 Sixth Ave. 5.
48. Zion Star Baptist Church, 2611 Fourth Ave, s

POWDERLY, WEST END
# 449, St. John Baprist Church, 1280 AL 130,
1280 AL 150, Powderly



NOVEMBER 1958

Police Surveillance
of ACMHR
Meetings Begins

Palice Commissioner Theopholis Eugene
“Bull” Connor regalarly assigined two or
more detectives tosit i the mass meetings,
Using radio communications, police tran-
geribed proceedings, [iling reports of which
164 remain for the period Jangary 1961 to
Décember 1963, These réports are inelud-
ed in the Bull Connor papers at the
Birmmgham Public Library Department ol
Archives and Manuseripts.

The police became more [riendly
as we went on. Some became our
Sriends. They understood the Move-
ment. . . Mhen the police would go
there (1o the ACMHR imeetings)
and be wice and get veligion,
Bull (Connor) would move them:
— ol Btone Johngon, 1998,

The Movement met every Monday
night after June 5, 1956, and when
any trouble or lesting would arise, we
met every night. The police didn’t get
them all. Police reports do nol neces-
sarily list all the meetings and all the
churches. — Rev. Shuttlesworth, 1998,

# 50. West End Hills Baptist Church, 53. Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,
1700 ek Place SW 14-37th Street, Fairfield

# 54, Starlight Baptist Church,
1280 AL 150, Miscoda
55. St, Peters Primitive Baprist Church,
2115 Fourth Ave. M. (bricked in 1963)

BESSEMER & FAIRFIELD
# 51, Canaan (Missionary) Baptist Church,
824 15th Se. M.
# 52, New Bethlehem Baptist Church,
1730 Eleventh Ave. N.
A Walk to Freedom = 27



DECEMBER 15, 1958

BIRMINGHAM: Integration’s Hottest Crucible

Reprinted [rom TIME, December 15, 1958, Page 16.

BIRMINGHAM, ALA., (pop. 260, 150). Most concentrated heany-indus-
by ey in Deep South, stecl mills, on foundiaes, efc., set wp 1871 i mmiddst of
Tones Falley vrow are, coal, limestone; note centers around Tennessee Coal &
fvan Diiston of ULS, Steel Corpe weitlh 25000 emplovees, also diversifies vuto
720 firms, g, Haves diveraft Coop, tolach v ot 3,250 prodiects. Ample
cheap labor fovce s raval white snmgrants, Negroes, Negro population: 38.9%,
wwith mising loing standards, though only 2005 of Negro families
make wpwards of $4000 a vear weamst 77.2% of whites. Twoist altraction:
Fitdean, 35-f8 monament on top af 120-01. pedestal on Red Mauntam to god of
metalwork,

VULCAN'S city burned with resentment last week as it waited for TLE,
Attorney General William P Rogers to make good on his promise to call the
federal grand jury to investigate a possible wiolation of civil rights by
Birmingham's police foree. Six weeks ago, Birmingham's cops arrested three
Megro ministers from Montgomiery who were caught talldng with local Negro
leaders about & possible bus boveott, charged them with vagraney. Said
Birmingham's police ehiel, Eugene Connor, who réfused even 1o discuss the
case with FBI agents: "1 haven't got any. dammn apology to the FBI or anvbody
else. Maybe I just didn't tell the FBI what Rogers wanted me to tell them,
Maybe that's why that jackass is yapping his brains out.”

Bull Connor is a big voice in Birmingham, wheré a smelter ¢conomy,
stamped onto Alabama's rural culiure, makes a melting pot of raw men as
well as raw metals, Birmingham, settfed six vears alter the Civil War, 32 no
repasitory of genteel southern tradition and/or moderation, has been keved
to violenee, whether labor troubles in the 1930s or desegregation in the
1950, And Birmingham’s white country people, teeming in from piney
woods to steel mills, view desegrégation less as an abstract threat to be
fended off by lawyers than as a specific, bread-and-butter threat to jobs, pro-
motions, family seourity. Says Bull Connor: "TF the North keeps trying to
eram this thing down our throats, there's going Lo be Bloodshed."”

Blast of Bombs. This sort of prediction, oratorical in tany areas of the
South, has tw be taken with seviousness in Vlean's eity. Reazon: in the last
decade, by minimal count of Birmingham’s white newspapers, there have
already been 22 dynamite bormbings and four arson burnings attributable to
race tensions. Fountain Helghts and North Smithfield, where Negroes, with
a go-ahead from federal courts, bégan moving i nine vears ago to break the
city"s segregated housing patterns, are now known as “Dynamite FRIL" The
§18,000 home of the Negro woman who had won the lawsuit was torn by a
dynamite blast dayvs after the court decision. And many vears, many blasts
later, the ordeal turned to terror one night last July when three whites drove
onto Dynamite Hill, tossed one bornb at a Negro home, lobbed another at the
home of awhite family that was talking about selling to Negroes, The police
evenitually gol all three; one was convieted last week by a Jeflerson County
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cirenil court jury that recommended a 10-vear prizon sentence, with proba-
tion; the other two are out on bail awaibing trial,

Birmingharm's best-known Negro leader, the Rev. Fred L. Shuttlesworth,
a tough, thick-skinned, cgocentric sort, has had his home bombed, his
church bombed. Arrests in the case to date: mil So Shuttlesworth has taken
his protection into hig own hands, now musters a guard of a dozen or 20
Megro volunteers al his chiorch and horme every night on shifts dusk to dawn,

Silence of Fear. In thiz situation, Birningham's moderates mostly pre-
fer to keep their thoughts Lo themselves, Result: o vacuumn of leadership,
Those busmessmen who profess mederation run the risk, if not of dynamite,
of ecomomic reprisals such as loss ol jobs, promotions, troable with city
licenses, eity contracts, harassment on petty automobile offenses, ughtening
up o loans, ete. Mayor James Morgan, popular with busimessmen, m office
singe 1937, is privately telling friends that he intends to resign next year —
“I vsed to enjoy going 0 the City Hall, 1 don't amymere.” Housewives
who proless moderation run the risk of soctal vstracizm. White ministers,
asked to help wnprove edmmunications between the races, reply only with
generalities, Says one moderate: "L 1sn't enough that you are i favor of seg-
regation, You've got to say so ot loud or you're suspected of being on the
other side.”

Such segregationist groups as the kKo Klux Klan and White Citizens’
Coaneils concentrate unerringly on keeping the moderates silent and lead-
erless, Method Na. 1z Informiers. One of the stemen arrésted ma Negro cas-
tration case lurned out to bea Ko Klux Klan captain of mitelligence—and a
member of Alabama's interracial Couneil on Human Relations who had sat
quietly throagh all couneil meetings. Methad No, 2: Quick Mobilization, The
Citizens' Comneils have a chain-telephone-call svatem that can blanket the
city i 12 hours, Method No, 30 Phone Threats. A Presbyterdan minister whe
wrote Lo The Birminglam News last September simply to protest Orval
Fanbus' indictment of Presbyterian ministers as “bramwashed leltwingers"
(TIME, Sept. 2%) still gets regular, threatening, dead-of-night phone calls,
And the thing that makes such psvehological warfare real is the theeat of
dynamite. One Methodist nunister, active in the hard-harassed Counedl on
Hurnan Relations, has moved hiz daughters, aged 3 and 1, into the back bed-
roorn becanse of “{ear of bombings."

This iz why, in the death of leadership, the silence of fear, the bomb
blastz of hatred, Birmingham, Volean's ¢rucible, i the toughest ity m the
Southy, and likeli to get tougher. It 15 also why the voice of a police chief, Bull
Conmor, has emerged as the voree of one of the great eities of the UL,

If the North keeps trving to cram this thing down our throats,
theve's going to he bloodshed. — Bull Connor, quoted in TIME,
December 15, 1958,



[
‘As Birmingham goes, so will go your future and
the future of your children and your grandchildren.”

Anne Braden, awhite Cwil Rights activast m Lomswlle, Kentucky,
who often helped ACMHR get national press, penned this promo-
tipnal plece to deseribe segregated conditions in Birmingham, She
details ACMHR's track record challenging those conditions and the
opposition 1t met, Widely distributed, the piece gets the Birmingtam
Maoverent story aut to i large national andience.

Excerpts: “They Challenge Segregation At Its Core,”
Anne Braden, ACMHR Promotional Piece, 1959.

Mol anly are the schools, the parks, the buses sepregated in the
traditional ‘Southern patiern, in Birmingham, it is anlawful for
Negroes and White people to play checkers together, to play baseball
together, to eat in the same places or-attend the same educational or
entertamment events, nnless they are comnpletely separated. Housimg
has become rigidly segregated; the better jobs, in public agencies as
wiell as private mdostry, are demsed to Negroes. .

All these regulations and prohibitions are rgidly enforced by an
inflexible police department and by terror. People have been arrested
for simply mesting in a private home to discuss these injustices, . ..

Mr. Shuttlesworth deseribed the movernent in g recent staternent
as part of the “world wide revalution which is a divine struggle for the
exaltation ol the hunian race.” He added:

Hé heve in Bivmingham, Ala, ave pant of thic universal fight
betgveen Right and Wrong, ... T iz cauwse we ave dedicared witlhomt
reservalton and theve can be no fwening back.. ..

In Birmngham, Negroes are today carmving oo their struggle tor
equality virtually alone. Repeatedly, they have asked officials to =i
dowvnicand diseuss their goevances i & give-and-take manner. This
wiis done on every issue before court actinn was taken as a last resort,
The answer has always been silence,

Wherever you Tive, if vou believe in human dignity and brother-
hood, Birminghamn Negroes are Lighting your battle: Birmingham is
the strongest bastion in America. When equalite and right win there,
the key line ol segrogationnst defense will be bredched. From then on,
victory for human rights will be easter everywhere. As Birmingham
goes, so will go your future and the future of vour children and your
grandcluldren.

Birmingham i e sense 15 the test for America’s future.

Excerpts: President’s Annual Report to the ACMHR, June 5, 1959,

Our goal today is the same as three years ago — First Class Citizenship for all
Americans without regard for race, creed or color. We alfirmoeour pledge of June 5, 1956,
o ‘press lorward, persistently for freedom and Democraey, and the removal from our
seciety any lorms ol Znd Class Citizenship” Tlos reans on buses, mschool, mrecre-
dtipnal Facilities, in housing areas, in job opportunities, and any other public utilities,
We are not dismayed that cor Bomiogham Ciry Hall displays Shut Eves, Closed Minds,
and & Hostile Attitude toward any Civil Rights [or Negroes. Neither do our hearts
guake at the openly declared hostility to Negroes by the Governor of our state, nor the
sudden rize n outright Klannish actwvity in the past few months, We only pray that our
rethods will lwais be Chiristian, that no hate will ever be found nor practiced in oar
hearts and actions, and that out of the inténsity of his struggle we Negroes will
becormne more religious, more conseerated, better Annericans.
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This phavoraph of @ sdem gherroappears in People in Monon, @ summeary of the Movement, also
prepared by Anne Braden and the Souchemn Conference Eduwcanonal Fund, Ine, {SCEF), John
Spragens, Jr., SCEF, 1965,
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ACMHR Under Arrvest. Legal Cases & Lawyers

Although court challenges were not dramatic, ACMHR pursued
them, racking up an impressive number of cases and appeals. These
challenges helped serve as a lawful basis for eivil rights refor, when
o one else, most getably Birmingham's public officials, took positive
action 1o end segregation. Legal appeals also advanced opporiunities
[or Birmngham®s Black lawyers, especially attorngys Arthur Bhores,
Ohrzell Billingsley, Ir, and Oscar Adams, Jr.

If the Ku Kinx Klan doesn’t stop vou, the police can; and if the
police fail, then the courts will. — Rev. Shuttlesworth, Ebony, 1971

Artorngy Arvthar Sheres, Robert Adams]) The Birmingham News.

Negroes genervally were swearing by him (Shuttleszoorth);
white people, generally were swearing abowt him. Bul
wherever he was being cussed or discussed, there seemed
from both groups a grudging admiation for the man,
= Francis Mitchell, "A Controversial Ministern,” 1960,
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AECORD OF ARRESTE AND CRIMIMAL HISTORY OF:

B0 Mot PESTROY DI RECORD. ;
T /‘31_
POLICE DEFARTHEHT ik
BUREAY OF IDENTIFICATION
BIRHMIBGHAM, MLREAERL
DATE; Octcher 16 1883

Fred Ler Shuttlosworth

ooLogp: Negre gy Hale BURERL MUWBITR; 94204 FR1 MUMDER 7 958 033
c1TY HAME BMD NUMRER DATE CHRRGE DISPET TTOH
Eherlfif QOffice |Fred Shottlesworth Bl il =] Disti1ding F-1d=a1 pladed
Birmingham Ala. [#15850 ot 2 yra probatio
Eheriff Office [|Fred Shuttleésworth B-29-4% | Probation Ho record of a
Birmingham Als. |#15850 Violat ion Dimpoaiticn at
Courthouss
P Birmingham Fred shuttleawarth F-T=58 heckless 3358 FIG-L£5 Cost)
Aa, Driving
FO Elrmlinghams Fred Shuttleaworth 1-g-060 Epeeding l=25=40 §10=5% Com
Ala
PO Birmingham Fred Lee Shuktleswortn B-3i1-60 Vagranoy Ware| 4-1-§0 Yag. Warr
Ala releagod., 4—4<R0
aiding & ahstting
violation of City
Srd. §108=160 dave
Appraled, 10,1160
Case D] amisasd
PO Birminghawn Fred Les Shattlepworthf 4-2-80 Vagrancy 4=3=50 Vag, Fel.
Ain Aiding & 4-4=060 Ald, & Aber
Abetting Vial., City Opd.
Vialation of |[$105-180 days,
City ord. Appeoled. Appeal
alfirmed and appen
eo Ala . SupraRe
Court S-30-61.
FD Birminghan Fred Lee Shuttleswartlh| 5-17-81 Failure te 5-17-61 5$105-1BD a
Aldy chey Officar; |rof. to dbheyr§i0s-
Interf. with [1280 days intecf wi
of Figwr . aofficer: 510 & 24
nire for sontampo.
Appoaled intl with
giticery Found
l;; i gy \?(-'f.'
i |-."-F|'_’___ AL bl i 2
Fuaer LnLetaent of PoLl ol RO
Rev, Shatdisuorth's Record of Arvests and Criminal Hisoy Page T of 5, Palice Department,

Bt of deretficaion, Burean Numbey: 94206, Oaober 16, 1963, Brrmingham Prblic Likrary

Avchives Police Symvallance Filies:

Rev Shuttlesworth's Civil Rights-era Birningham coinunal record includes

19 arrests on 35 counts meluding charges for Reckless Driving, Speeding,
Vagrancy, Failure to Obey Lawiul Command of An Officer, Disorderly Conduet,
Conspiring to. Commit 4 Breach of Peace, Unlawiul Assembly, Parading Withouwt
a Permitand [nterfering With an Officer in Discharge of Dty



*Shaittlessegrth Under Arvasr — A Ome Man Testhool, " The Birmmaoham Mews, 1960
prhocograph pubdished in TIME, November 26, 1504

Shuttleswanth's O |r1.‘i|‘.'4’.'llﬁ;.il-.'|.!. F-.'J‘rim:'j.' 6, 195], PBormingham Pose-Herald, BPLDAM.,

He 13 the leader of his organization. He sends no one; ke goes him-
self, the five feet six inches and one hundred and thivty pounds of
him, ... an opiinustic leader of tnexhaustible enerey and a conta-
growsly happy man . . . He is busy, happily . . . God’s man, confi-
dent of being about his business even when that business has
become a rough and tumble enterprise.

—_ I..l"nl"'iF- _Iu-:ll::-:, .F"rg .fq‘ .‘Hr.'fﬂ.l'.,-\l.'::'w.ln'fr-f:fr?',r'_:{c'nrw,‘: I,,p.u;l’:'r; F'\q:|:-r1h|1"v' [':;"!':-1.
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TUESDAY, APRIL 12, 1960

“FEAR AND HATRED GRIP BIRMINGHAM
Racial Tension Smoldering After Belated Sitdowns”

Reprinted from The Nezv York Times, by Harrison E. Salisbury, April 12, 1960, Pages 1 & 2.

In 1960, students across the South began to sit
in &t lunch counters and to combat segregation in
public gccommodations: While a Mashwille group
was most successful, the Birmingham group
organized by Miles College student Frank Dukes
with assistance from Rew, Shuttlesworth and
ACMHR also achieved signilicant suceess, both
in imposing economie hardship oo the merchants
and in broadening the base ol support for the
Movement tn the larger Birmingham community.
Students, who had neither jobs nor morigages to
lose, would play an increasing role in Movement
activitics across America.

Birmingham press did not cover these sit-ins:
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Harrison Salis-
bury chronicles sit-in action and reprisals
o the sit-ing in his front-page. story, the firsi
major national story deseribing the Birmingham
situation:

BIRMINGHAM, Ala., April 8 — From Red
Mountam, where a cast-iron Vulean looks down
500 [eet to the sprawling eity, Birmingham seems
veiled in the poisonous fumes of distant battles,

On a fine April day, hewever, it is only the
haze of acid fop belched from the stacks of the
Tennessee Coal and Iron Company’s Fairfield and
E:,u::l-,::l.' wiorks that les over the ui[ll,'.

But more than a few citizens, bath white and
Negro, harbor growing fear that the hour will
atrike when the smoke of civil arrife will 1|3|".||;_f||j
with that of the hearths and j'ur';;cs.

It i2 not accidental that the Negro sit-in
CAVETIENT P |L£:::[itng luneh-counter !-'l[:g:’ﬂ;:minn
[va= ||t'|]_1.-' li_:_rh1|ll.' touched |||'-e‘)-.ﬁ_']i|'|}_:: Hil[['l‘ill;_:’t'lﬁ!ll.
But even those light touches have sent convilsive
tremors through the delicately balanced power
atricture of the I._':l:lfl'ltl:llll:l‘il:i:.

The reaction has been new manifesiations of
fear, force and terror punctuated by striking acts
iof COUTALE,

No New Yorker can readily mieazure the chi-
muate of Birmingham 1oday,
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Tension Is High in Birmingham

. L -
Foiice Commissionsr Eu- Hev,
gene Connar was elected in
1958 on race hate platiorm.

F. L. Shuttiesworth
has been arresied twioe; his
church and hame hombed,

Whites and blacks still walk the same streets, But
the streets, the water supply and the sewer
gysten are about the ondy pubhe facilities they
share. Ball parks and taxicabs are segregated. So
are librares. A book featuring black rabbits and
white rabbitz was banned. A drwve 15 on Lo forlad
"Negro musie” on Uwhite™ radio stations.

Every channel of commuomication, every
mediam of muoteal anterest, every reasoned
approgch, every meh ol middle ground has
been bragmented by the emotional dvnamate of
racwm, remnforecd by the whip, the razor, the:gun,
the bomb, the toreh, the elab, the knife, the
mob, the pohee and many branches of the state’s
apparatus.

In Birmingham, neither blacks nor whites
talk freel A pastor carefully eloses the door
baelore he speaks. A Negro keeps an eve on Lhe
gidewalk cutswde Tig hoose. A lawver talks i the
language of congpiracy,

Telephones are tapped, or there @ fedar of tap-
ping. Mail has been intercepted -and opened.
sometimes il does not reach its destimation. The

eavesdropper, the informer, the spy have become
2 fact of life.

Volunteer watchmen stand guard 24 hours a
day over some Neero churches. Jewish svna-
gogues have floodlights for the night and caretak-
ers, Dynamite attempis have been made against
the two principal Jewish temples in the last 18
months. In 11 years, there have been 22 reported
bombings of Negro churches and homes. A nom-
ber were never reported officially,

Community of Fear

Birmingham's whites and blacks share a
community of lear. Some Negroes have nick-
named Birmingham  the  Johannesburg  of
America.

“The dilferénce between Johanmesburg and
Birninghare,” said a Negro who came South
recently, from thie Middle West, "is that, here,
they have ot vet opened fire with the tanks and
big guns.”

"I have Iived in Alabdma all my life,” zad a
newspaperman, “Birtinghdam s going 1o blow
one of these days. And, when that happens, that's
one story [ don't want to be around 1o cover,”

“Remember,” i businesaman said, "Birining-
ham 12 1o place for rresponsible reporting. Be
carelul of what vou say and whi you miention,
Lives are at stake”

"I'm ashamed to have to talk to vou off the
record,” sald an educater, "It s not Lor wovself,
Bul these are nol ordinary times, The dangers are
very real and people up North muost realize that”

“Excnse me," an educated Negro woman
said. “But [ just don't understand the white peo-
ple around here. They 2eem to act s0 eramy [t
doesn't make any sense. Don'L they kuow there is
a limdt 1o what people will stand?”

"I you 20w hate, vou reap hate,” said a Negro
pastor,

Quiet in Early Phases
When the MNegro student sit-in movemnent



reached Birmingham 10 davs ago it set in motion
a serquence of events almost reflexive in charaeter.

Birminghan had been quiet during the carly
phases of the student protests, Tvo months ago, a
dozen Negro students went to a public park and
began a briel “prayer [or freedom” It was car-
tailed when the police arrested the students on o
charge of public disorder.

Then on Thursday, Aprl 2, ten MNegro slu-
dents went two by two inte [ve downlown
Birminghan stores, They made small purchises
and =at at the lunch eounters. All were arrested
immediately on charges of trespassaing. Theywere
held I8 hours before being able to make bond.

The next 72 hours were busy ones [or the
Brrmingharm Police. They arrested three Negro
mimisters; the Rev F L. Shuttlesworth, the Rev
Charles Billups and the Rev. €. Herbert Oliver.
Mr, Bhuttlesworth was arrested bwice on sueees-
sive days.

The police alao arrested Thmnas Beeves, 4
2l-vear-old white student at Bominghanm-
Southern College and part-time preacher, and
Jeszie Walker, a Negro student from Daniel Pavne
Linivers=ity,

Each of those arrested was charged with
“wapraney,” In addition, Mr Reewes and Mr
Oliver, who waz haoled barefooted and m hiz
bathrobe from hiz home, were charged with
“mtimidating a witness."

By Birmingham custom, persons charged
with vagraney are niot admitied to bail, They are
held meommunicado for three days In actual
practice, such a prisoner 15 sometimes permitted
to make one telephone eall. But not abways. A per-
gon arrested on a vagraney warrant sitaply disap-
pears for three days. Hiz friends and family may
o know what has happened to him,

A Favorite Technique

This is a favorite technigque of Birmmngham’s
FPolice Commissioner, Evgene Connor, Mr,
Connor 18 a former sports broadeaster known as
Bull because of the timbre of lis voice. He served
as Birmmgham Police Comoussioner tor 16 years
in the tate 14305 and 1940s. His adminstration
WAS @ SLOTTY e,

He went imto echipse for several vears bul
made a comeback in 1938, runming on a plaiform

of race hate,

“Bull 14 the law in Birmingham, like it or
not," & businessman said,

Mr, Conmor s the author of many widely
quoted aphiorisms. He onee =aid: "Damn the
law—down here, we make our own law.”

On another oceasion, he declared: “White
and Negro are nol to segregate together.”

"Only legitinate hold-ups will be investi-
gated." he announced alter evidence bad been
uncovered that some Birmingham robberies were
imaide jobs,

Mr. Shuttlesworth has been a frequent target
of Mr. Connor's men. He has three cases on
appeal. His church has been bombed twice, In
one Bombing, his home was destroved. Both he
and his wife were mjured and a white pastor was
badly manhandled by a Birminghar mob when
the three of themn sought 1o use the white waiting
room of the loeal bus depot,

A test of the forees symbolized by Mr
Connor s now w the making—a produet of the
geismic Birmingham reaction to the Negro stu-
dent sit-ms,

It centers ¢m yvoung Reeves, He 12 a slight
youngster weighing about 137 pounds and stand-
ing five et eight mchea. He wears horn-rinimed
glasses, suffers from asthina and 15 noticeably shy
and diffident.

Centers on Student

He has been charged by the police with
"mtimidating a witness.” The witness presur-
ablywas one of the 10 Negrostdents arrested for
sil=ins.

The parents of young Reeves have received
threats of death. The youth has Deen restricted o
the campus of Birmingham-Southern, technical-
Iy on adiinistrative probaton. Actaally, the step
is for his physical protection.

A cross was borned on the Birmingham-
Southern campus, possibly because of the Reeves
case, possibly because 97 Birmingham-=3outhern
stndents had signed 2 petition to Gow John
Patterson protesting his action in foreing Alabama
College to expel Negro sit=in demonstrators:
The petition did oot protest segregation.
It protested political mterference with  the
aeademic process.

Dr. Henry Kimg Stanford, president of
Birmingham-Southern, has been subjected to
extraordinary pressures: But he has not bucekled
under. He supported the nighl of his students to
send their petition to Governor Patterson on the
ground ol academie freedom, When he was con-
Fromted with threats and demands that voung
Reeves be expelled, he agam stood his ground. He
declined to pre-judge the case,

The Price of Courage

I Birminghan, this kind of courage does ol
come cheaphe: D Stanford has been told that the
college’s position i the Reeves case will costita
o ol 1,500,000, This s the amoant that
the college had hoped to raise 1 drive for badly
needed boibding funds this yvear.

But as one Birmingham citizen gawd, “You
weigh the sitnation. You take the counsels of can-
ton, Yo listen to the volees which sav don't rock
the hoat. But, binally, the ume comes when a man
hias tostand ap and be counted.”

If fear and terror are common in the sireets
of Birmningham, the atmosphiere in Bessemer, the
adjacent steel subork, 1% even worse,

i the night the Birmingham police arrested
Mr. Shuttlesworth, @ band of floggers went to
work in Bessemer.

Cime of the students who participated 1o the
“prayer for freedom” lived in Bessemer. An
evening or two later, seven carloads of hooded
men roared into the street where the youngster
lives with Tz mother and sister

Armed with iron pipes, clubs and leather
blackiacks into which razor blades were sunk, the
men attacked the boy and s mother and sister
The mother and sister protected the bov with
their bodies. The men broke a leg of the mother,
stashed open her scalp-and erushed her hands:

Forty-five mvinutes after the alarm had been
given, the police arrived, but the band had fled.
The next day two deputies visibed the mother in
the hospital. She recoiled mn borror. They were
two of those who bad beaten her, she said. No
charges were lodged.

“Bhe isafraid to sayanvihing,” a man amil-
e with the case declared.

The lst of beatings, mtimidations: and vio=
lence could be continued almost indefinitely. . - .
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MAY 14, 1961, MOTHER'S DAY

The Freedom
Ride Riot

The Congress for HKacial Equality
(CORE) orgamized the Freedom Rides, the
ridesz on biuges from the North to the South
to protest segregation of interstate trans-
partation facilities, The CORE group rode
as far as Alabama where they were [lire-
bombed in Anniston and beaten by mobs
n Birmingham and Montgomery, Alter the
violence  in 1'l.[|||'|1;.__:1|I'|'||;-.|'_1.', the state of
Alabama provided armed protection for
the rides.

Rev, Shuttlesworth and ACMHR mem-
bers helped make the Freedom Rides a
guccess. Shuttlesworth coordinated the
rides across Alabama, and personally res-
cued and nursed brutabzed riders and
assisted new riders to travel on, For his
participation, Rey. Shuttlesworth was con-
demned by a {ront-page editorial in Te
Bivminghenn Neses, May 18, 1961,

Moo Walk v Freedom

..I.I!:I.-. ‘.].‘f:\tﬁ:ur:l.‘.‘ II'Jl."\. .'g'}.' L Y l:\.:!"l_l,; M !|!l.';'!_1.|1.'-'ﬂ' |l‘|"|.'J|||.l '-'II I.'.'."r‘r.ln.'f.ﬂ J'?u'!{"l & Aty r.l!J.'-iLl.Iu’
Annisren, Alnhame. Klamgmen sbashed gres, pove chase ond frrebombed the wehicle, Rev.
Shorrlesipomth gnd ACMHE members rescied the riders. Another B comtimeed 1o
Bermingham arving o Morhers Deey. The Birnningham News; Moy 15, {961,

"SCENE AT STATICON HERE {abovel— This petare faken wis af the Tradhugys
Buis Srariem heveyesrendoy of Jemes A Picle of Newr York juse pfter he teft the
Atlania-Brmingham . Peck s the man e divke tronasers sinking o the flogr under
Bl in foreproimd. Theman whose vear protrisdes o the vighe & Giery Thooras
Renve, v the Klansman who toned FRI informane. ™ Tommy Longsion, Trailways
Bus Suiom, Birmingham Post-Herald, .Mj:.ﬁ-.l-.;)'. .1-‘-'1:,:_'( 15, 1051, This r'-hr:wg.:ph 15

11 1. | §
.|.'\.|.-||'l|r|'|'|-|1|_*:_; i newspabers aroimd the warld

But fear and hatred did stalk Birmingliam's streets vestevday,
= The Bivmingham News, front-page editorial, May 15, 1941



Y 15, 1961

Freedom: Hider Tomes Pecio wirh Wnends Bondaged . He srvived o cludbing with dwne bron pipe. The
Birnangham Mews, [tokes: 230 stitches toclose Peck’s head

O the Sundlay tervor, Conunissioner of Public Safety ‘Bull’ Comnor said =
his police were not able to act because it was Mother's Day and many of
them were off duty. His Excellency, the Governor of Alabama, Tohn
Patterson, said, ‘I cannot accept the responsibility for a group of renegades
who are here for the avowed purposes of strving up trouble.’
= Howard K. Smith, CBS Hin Speaks for Birminglam?, 1961,

“Where Were the Police?”

Editorial Reprinted [rom the
Birmingham Post-Herald, May 15, 1961, Page 12,

Frompt arrest and prosecution of the gang of hoodlums
who teok the law in their own hands vesterday afternoon at the
Traitways Bus Terminal 15 extremely important.

Failure of the police to preserve order-and to prevent the
outhireak of viclence 18 deeply disturbiang.

They must have had advance notice that roable was
likely and if s they shoold bave Tad enough aniformed
officers oo the scene o make certun that order would be
meatntained and the public protected.

The so=called "Freedom Riders™ came looking for trouble
and they shonld have been handled just-as all other law viola-
tors are handled. But they shonld have Deen protected agamsi
assanlt by a gang of thugs who also should have been jailed
promptly.

Thiat’s what the people expect feom their law enforeement
agencies and that is what they will demand.

This incident in Birmingham and the one along the lagh-
way justoutside Anniston are not to be disrnizsed lightly

If we are to have-an orderbe society we must see thar the
law and regularly constituted authority are respected.

Ty let gangs: get away with what happened here yesterday
not onlywill undermine respect o the Taw Bot will inmvate more
serinus tronble.

Thiat muugst nob happen.

Political Reform

SN, Sirper, S, Peenidene,
Chamber of Ceommmerce and of
Birinham Rewliy Compny, Hhé veal
esrate firme thar freanded Beirmingham
i [87], e saill s sebseemiol
rel estte i the Birmingham civy
cetiter, J:'rln'mlng.ll..':-i'i Pahiic ik iy
Aschies

The Freedom Ride riot helped
shift white elite opiion-against
Bull Connor. Downtown realtor
=dney smwver, headed a groap of
leaders that began the process ol
changing Birmingharm’s Form of
EUVETTIINEN L
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JUNE 10, 1961

Who Speaks For

Burnmungham? Airs

CBS produoder David Lowe attended a mass
meeting on Mareh 13, 1961, &t 56 James Baptist
Church and attempted Lo interview participants,
requesting them tn “tell their own story m their
owrn words." Relusing to answer Lowe's questions,
approximately 20 gave, mstead, emotional testimeao-
nials deseribing arrests @nd nustreatment by the
Birningharm police and the miserable conditions of
lving in 4 segregated ety

Praduced over & mne-month period and warrated
by CBS News Chiel Washington correspondent
Heward K. Smith, Whe Speaks lor Birminglran?
reported "on the background and mood of Bir-
111i11g!ia:11 |'r_'.' ||:.I;1'r|:;_'; aomne of the p&-lptu of that
community speak of and for their citye™ The, 60-
minute: special aired over national television o
Mav 18, just followmg the Freedom Ride riots.

JUNE 5, 1961

“Go Forward - Not
Knowing, But Trusting”
Rev. Shuttlesworth’s Annual Address, June 5, 1961,

We are really breaking the back of sepregation
when all of the hell and fury of the police foree the
city houses and the state houses are being turned
locse upon the Negro leaders. In addition to already
hemg imvolved n 14 endl or crmmnal cases, T have
been arrested [our times within the past two weeks,
and have five criminal charpes agaimst me. 5o v
see, il's nerther an easy thing nor @ play thing to lead
in the canse of freedom.

But Jesus is my Direcior and my Captaing and
wore unibo e f 1 preach not the gospel — the social
gospel of freedom and of peace and justice and
humanitarianism. It is mine to suffer these indigni-
tigs 4% d comnmon crimninal — arrested by the police
and persecuted by the courts. But He knoweth the
way | take, and when He hath tried me 1 shall come
forth as gold. Weeping mav endure for a night, but
jov cometh m the morning, And victory will be ours.

36 oo Halk v Freedom

Dixie’s Most Fearless Freedom Fighter
Shuttlesworth is Leaving Ala.!

Excerpts: The Courter, by 'Trezevant W, Anderson, June 10, 1961,

The Coerier 12 a black weekly newspaper
publizshed m Pittsburgh and with & New York
City edition.

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Alabama’s great-
esband most Fearless “Preedom Fightee” — the
Rev. Fred L Shuttlesworth, 34, bormand reared
in Alabama — is going o leave Alabama, as of
Angnst 15! o accept the pastorate of a large
Baptist Church i Cincinnati, Obio.

Oldest of nine children, born in Mt Meigs,
Montgomery Connty, Ala., on March 18, 1922,
Rev Shuttlesworth has given his whale heart and
zan1l to the cange of advancement of his peaple.

Irs 1956, when the Alabarma courtsg banmned
the NAACP From acting in Alabama, it was Rew.
Fred shuttlesworth who rushed o the breach,

He called a statewide mass mecting in
June, 1956, aller the NAACP banning i1 May,
1956, At this mass meeting, the Alabama
Chiristian Movement for Human Rights was
barn with Fred Shuttlesworth as president.

It bridged the pap between the people
and the NAACE and the spark ol freedom was
kept alive.

Rev. Shuttlesworth has become the most
abused and arrested Negro minister in modern
h1'$1:|!'}'. [Hisz s_r,rllthl_r' to Cineinnati will nol cause
him to relinguish the reins of the ACMHR,

Large chuarches i three Midwestern citics
had put ina bid for the services of the intrepid
young minister who had laid his life on the line
for his people m Alabamma time and again,

Cincinnati, St. Louis and another large
city  sought  hime, buot he  finally  deeided
upon Cinemmaty, a ety fronn whaich he can com-
minte by air to his beloved Birmingham and con-
tinue the Oght for [rst class clidenship for
his [olliwers,

It iz guite
Birmingham will hail his leaving as & vietory for

nbvious  that whites in

their cause, but the cold realism ol the zituation
is thiat, with a wife and three children to prosade
[-|_|1'r Rev Mr Shuttlesworth was rﬂpidl}' begom-
mg unghble to do this on the salary of the small
S00-mermnber Bethel Church he has pastored
sinee 1953 when he came here rom Selma. . ..

It was in 1958 that Kev. Mr. Shuttlesworth
becarne a national columst for The Cowrzer
and his weekly column is ao eagerly awaited
gemmeach week by thonsands of Coxrier readers.

His modesty keeps him from revealing his
own record of personal sacrilices,

But thesé include: the Christmas 1956
bombitg of hig home in which the house was
flattened to the ground. Tn August 1955, he led
a delegation of five ministers to City Hall, pre-
senting & petion from 77 ministers requesting
Negro policenen.

In September 1935, he presented a petition
signied v 4,500 Negroes-and 119 whites-asking
for Negro policemen. Ile was mam speaker at
the WAACE Emancipation Rally in Janunary
1956, and [ollowed this up with organizaton of
the ACMHR in June 1956 when the NAACE was
nitlawed in May 1956

Since then, he dand his organization have
been the standard-bearers in the fght for free-
dom i Alabama. He has been brutally heaten
by ol which also stabbed and cut his faithlul
wile; has been jailed and arrested more Uines
than can be counted.

His church has been bombed several
times, and he bhas organized local bus rides o
break down transportation segregation on
Birmmmgham boses at the risk of his own
life. He has a large number of suits agamst
segregation now pending in Federal courls
in Birminghain, and will retwrn to the ety
lo see thal they are progeculed to a final
determimation,



AUGUST 13, 1961

{CEMBER 11, 191

Concluding Service
and I'niendship Hour
at Bethel

Thiz service marked the termination of
Rev. Bhuttlesworth's pastorate at DBethel
Baptizt Chureh. Rev, Shuttlesworth, who has
accepted the pastorate of a much larger
Cincinnati church, explained his decision
which tripled hiz salary, as necessary to
finance the education of his children (all of
whom ultimately obtained masters degrees
and one a doctorate and currently teach 1o
high sehools and college). Meither Bethel, nor
shuttlesworth, lelt the Moverment,

Legal and
Cirvil Victones

By February of 1461, Rev. Shuttlesworth 1s g
planudf m 14 lawsants mvolang el rights, He
i served [oor mnre mpunctions during the
Freedom Hides,

By the end of 1961, ACMHR had won sev-
eral legal victories includmg its lawsuits chal-
lenging segrecation on Birmingharm buses, in
the "Termnnal (railvoad) station, i the City
parks, as well as the playing of any games
together, a city ordinance Rev, Shuttlesworth
describes as "the backbone of segregation in
the eitw”

Yes, sin P'moin 14 lawsutls abow!
segregafion noww . . .. But [ remember
wwhat Mama told me: ‘Never set a
hen on one egg; it just wastes the
hen's time.” = Rev. Shuttlesworth to Lewis
Jones, February Y61,

Pleas for Reason

“Biesiness Leaders Mea With City Clommisstoners,” December [96] ) Birmingham Post-Herald Collscriom, Birmingham
Patdic Litrioy Departrent of Arcliges gnd Maniscipes

On Chetober 24, 1961, U, 5, District Court Judge H, H Grooms had declared Birmingham's scgrega-
ticm of public parks llegal. This photograph shows Mavor Arl Hanes lislening (o elite businessmen
petitioning the city commission to desegrepgate rather than elose Birmingham's 67 public parks.
Mavor Hanes rebukes the busmessmen forsupporting desegregation m the city proper when they
reside in the suborbs and refuse to be annexed mto Birmingham, The commission eloses the parks
effective January 1, 1962,
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JANUARY 1, 1962

FEBRUARY 12, 1962

Birmungham Parks Closed

"Selitary Negro staves it deserted] Highland Park, dosed along with other recreational freas to svoid desegre-
ating them.” Dymn Pellutm, Saturday Eventing Post, Manch 2, 1963, g 13, The ciiy patrks vomirin

closed jom three NETS,

JANUARY 25-MARCH 2, 1962

Shuttlesworth and Phifer Jailed

Having 1ozt o Supreme Court case due o a technicality, ACMHR leaders Reverends
Shuttlesworth and Plaler serve jail sentences (o 20 and 60 days, respectively) [or
attempts to desegregate the Birmingham buses. The jailings prompt a local and
national outery and build solidarity and [onding for the Movement. While serving sen-
tences, Bhuttlesworth reported to the Bommgloam World that he was working 12-hour
days, seven davs a week. Pétitions addressed (rom the jail ineluded one to City Hall o
desegregate the jail,

White people could grieve easier if [ could be blamed with all the trouble
betzoeen vaces. — Rev. Shuttlesworth, ACMHR Masg Meeting, January 15, 1962,

He is in jail but he has transformed it from a place of shame to a place of
dignity. . . —Rev J. L. Ware, ACMHR Mass Meeting, February 12, 1962,

Since Shuttlesworth and Phifer ave in jail for just viding a bus, and the
men thal set fire and completely burned a bus ave free, I am of great
coftcern. - Rev. Ed Gardner, ACMHE Mass Meeting, Enslevy Baptist Church,
February 19, 1W62,

3 0 A Halk v Freedom

Lincoln’s Birthday Rally

.-"n.i::"'-” ll{ hruu;ht []:H_: Hu.,‘.'.-', :"l.[;-l.l'lill Iru‘i]'lu.r Hiug,‘[r., 10 1ot
to rally support for frecing Reverends Shuttlesworth and
Phifer and spoke to a capacity erowd gathered at Smteenth
Street Bapost Choreh. He told the erowd that he had recently
told President and Mrs, John Kennedy ol plang torid America
ol segregation.

We are prepaved to "Walk In,” 'Sit In,” ‘Ride '’ or
anvthing else that it takes to do ateay with segrega-
tion, — Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., ACMHR Mass Meeting,

Sixteenth Strect Baptist Chureh, Felbruary 12, 1962,

MARCH-JUNE, 1962

“Bovcolt in Birmingham, Ala....”
Excerpts [rom Newsweek, May 14, 1963, Page 28.

Students from Miles College, Daniel Payie College, Booker
T. Washington Business College joined by white students from
Birmingham-Southern College, led -a "Selective Buving
Campaign” against white merchanis, They aimed to desegre-
gate luneh counters, réestrooms and drinking fountains, and to
abtain jobs for Blacks as clerks and 2ales aeaiatants.

“Spearheaded by studént leader Frank Dules at Miles
College, a Negro institution, the boyeott has as its object the
hiring of Negro clerks and salesmen and the desegregation of
lunch counters and rest-rooms in the stores. Estimating the
eity’s 20,000 Negroes spend as muach as 34 million a week
|:;IJ:|L'1'|:'.E|;;|_I:[5 24y that Figure 18 oo high}, the students have cir-
culated pamphlets mquirmg: “Why spend foar million dollars
in Birmingham where you may be arrested [or standing i one
apot too long while in the company of vour friends?’ According
to D Lucius H. Pitts, 47, Miles College president, the boveott
has heen a ‘beantiful’ way to register protest. "If Negroes had
gone down and picketed they would have been beaten up and
arrested,’ Pitts said, 'l thank Negroes recognized this <o they
set out to take the trigger mechanizm ot ol the bomb

APRIL: 3, 1962

City Cuts Appropriations to Surplus Food
Program
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Faster: Wear Your Overalls to Church

Popular Values for Easter
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Shuttlesworth Invites
King to Birnungham

JUNE 5, 19462

sludents,
throughout the Black community and is highly effective

in limiting clothing sales. Many could contribute support
toithe Movement in this manner without fear of reprisal,

If you were poor and vou were black . . .
gotng to lose vour job if vou demonstrated. Wih
lavee and extended families, vou had mouths o

Fr i ol =] i COLORFLL -
o B puain -;OJRD{HHT" f{‘-‘l‘:ff-lj.
Ln-.nq F3 SORT 0TS A Beiv e beereiis :

Newberry's Popular Vales for Easter; Ads, The Birminghan News,
Murch 28, 1962,

The Selective Buying Campaign boveott of downtown
stores intensihies during the Easter shopping sedson, a8
large numbers of Blacks respond symipathetically to the

“Wear Your Overalls to Chureh” catehes on

Mo Tiere

= Marion Perdue explaming why many Birnng-

ham Blacks conld participate within the safeiv ol their
churches, but not in public demonstrations.

At the Southern Christian Leadership Conference Meeting in
Chattanoog, Kev, Shuttlesworth extends an jovitation to the Rew
Martin Luther King, Jr. and the SCLC to come to Birmingham,

A Call for Reason, Sanity and Righteous Perseverance in a Critical Houwr
Rev. Shuttlesworth, Annual Message to the ACMHR, A. (% H. Church of God, June 5, 192

Or battle 15 hard but the end s not yet, There is
vet uch more land to be conguered. The forees of
evil and darkness have already caused us untold mis-
ery and soaffering; but we are ready o suller even
more that freedom might reign. For af freedom s
winth |i5‘i:1§: in, 1 12 worth L‘]I‘.'iug for. .-"l.l1'|:ar.i_lr'~ the
unjust wllieials and courts have caused us 1o spend
over §72,000 i six years for bonds, court costs, tran-
seripes, lawver fees, ete; —and wedre in debt even
now thousands of doliars with several more cases
which have to be filed. . ..

A final thought: But for the trials, tribulations, and

sucgesses ol the Movement, there would be no
Progress in Birmingham, The Selective Buving
Campaignocame abont as a result of the parks deci-
g1 and the janlmg ol Rev Phiter and miysell leis led
by the students and should be supported by every
single Negro in thiz city and country. Let us suppont
theefforts of our race to be free and stay oul of town
otil the madness downtown gives way to sanity and
reazon. Ll up vonr heads, Oh ve zates. Beye Iift up
v everlasting doors; and The Kimg el Glore siall
corne 1, He 1z our roek and our shelter; He 1= all we
need and He will give us the viclory, Atnea,

Voters Scrap
City Conunisston

Viters onst the city commission form
of government and approve 4 mdyor-
couneil svstem ol public officials, effec-
tively voting Bull Connor oot of affice.
Thev wanted change, Mayoral elections
are set for Mareh 5, 1963 8huttlesworth
calls off a planned Selective Buving
Campaign for  Chiristmas,  Joint
ACMHE and SCLC demonstrations are
set for April 2, 1963,

1962 Movement

Meeting Churches

as Recorded by the
Birmingham Police

The 18 large and ecentrally located
strupctures pictured on the [ollowing
pages  hosted 45 mass  meetings
recorded By the Birmingham Police dur-
ing: 1902, The number of meetings
listed indicates the number of police
reporls  remaining at Birmingham
Public Library Archives, Meetmgs were
averagmg lrom 50 to GO0 persons
during 1962,

ACMHR, oot pleased with police
attending meetings, liles sull against the
police. Al the tral in 1962, leading adver-
saries: Rev, Shuttlesworth, serving as
ACMHRs lapwyer, and staunch segrega-
tionist Police Commissioner Connor,
face cach other. Althougsh ACMHR loses
the ease, Shuttlesworth makes the mosi
of the oppotriunity.
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# 1. Mew Pilgrim Baptist Church, Souchside, 4. 8t. John AM.E. Church, Northside,
9 recorded mass mectings 3 recorded mass meerings
2. First Baptist Church, Ensley, # 5. First Baptist Church, Kingston,
i recorded mass meetings 2 reeorded mass meenings
3. St. James Baptist Church, Northside, . New Hope Baptist Church, Avondale,
5 recorded mass meecings 2 recorded mass meerings

= A Halk v Freedom

7. Seventeenth Street AJOVH. Church, Northside,
2 recorded mas meetings
# 8. Sixteenth Screer Baptist Church, 1530 Sioh
Ave, MW, Narthside, 2 meetmgs; used 1962-1963
9. Tabemacle Baptist Church, Norhside,
2 recorded mass meerings
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10, Zion Star Baptist Church, Southside
2 recorded mass mestings

L1. First Metropolitan Baptist Chuech, Southside,
| recorded mass meeting

12, Macedonia Seventeenth Street Baprist Church,
Merthside, | recorded mas meermg

# 13, Merropolitan A M.E. Zion Church,
1330 Fourth Ave. N., Northside, | recorded
mass meeting, fist sed in 1961
# 14, Peace Baptist Church, Northside, | meering
15. Regular Missionary Baptist Church,
Easr Rirmingham, | recordéd mass mesting

# L6, St Luke A, M.E. Church,
North Birmingham, 1 recorded mass meeting
# 17, Sardis Baptist Chuech, Enon Bidge,
1 recarded mass meering
18. Thirgood C.M.E. Church, 1 recorded mass

meeting first used in 1962,
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Bethel Baptist Church Bombed Again

Extevior View, Bechel B:-:ILI:i'mr Chirercl, December 15, 1962, D:rinirl".p]'ld.ln Pt
Herald Cellsctiom, BPLDAM B27 1.1 820,

Bomb Diamape, Bethel Parsomage and James Revis Homse, December {5, 1962,
29tk Avenue North, across from the Bethel Charch, Birmingham Post-Herald
Collection, BPLDAM 827, 1.1 Heda,



This was a rvetaliatory IJEJHHHI'HH. The Jomes Revis Henage aoith Gaaomd Riom ot wight of perch, 3226
r = i = Al s 1 3 1 1 : T
Klan showing the wwar was still on, edsute by Hevemby B0, 1908, Biwosaptim Eoste:
; Herall Colloction, BPLI2AM 827, 11,828, Bethel membe
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JANUARY 14, 1963

“Segregation Now! . .. Segregation Forever!”

During the 1960s, Alabama Governor George Corley Wallace represented
the mmplacably segregationist South. His inaugural address expresses the
new governor's segregationist stance, a stance e would personally put into
aetion later in the vear when he physically barred the attempt of two Blacks
and Federal marshals to enroll students 4t the Unwersity of Alabama,

Excerpts From George Wallace's Inaugural Address:

THIES NATTON WAS NEVER MEANT to be a unit of one, but & unit of
rvany, and so it was meant in our racial lives. Each race, within its own frame-
work, has freedom to teach, toonstroet, to dévelop, 1o ask lor and récemd
deserved help from others of separvate racial station; but iF we amalgamate
imto the one unil as advocated by the Commnunist philosopher, then the
entichment ol our lives, the freedom {or our development s gone forever. We
become, therefore, a mongrel unit of one under a simgle all-powerful govern-
ment, And we stand for evervthing, and for nothing. . . .

Thday; 1 hiave stood where Jefferson Davis stood, and took an cath to niy
peaple. Tt i very appropriate then that from this Cradle of the Confederacy,
this very heart of the great Anglo-Saxon Southland, that today we sound the
drum for freedom as have our generation ol forebears belore us time and
again down through history, Let us rise to the call of freedom-loving blood
that 1= in us and send our answer to the wranny that clanks 1ts chams apon
the south, In the mame of the greatest people that ever trod this eartly, | draw

| say: segregation now . .. segregation Womerrow . . . gegregation forever.

Let us send this message back to Washington .. . that [rom this day we are
standing up, and the heel of yranny does not it the neck of the upright man
... that we intend to take the offensive and carry our fight lor freedon aeross
thie maton, wieldmg the balance of power we know we possess i the
Southland . . . that we, not the ingipid bloc voters of some section . .. will
determing 1 the next election who shall sit in the White House | . that from
this day . .. from this hour . .. [rom this minute . .. we give the word of a race
honor that wewill tolerate their boot in our face no fonger - .. and let those
certain judges put that m their opium pipes of power and smoke it for what
it 18- wiortlh.

What I'bave said about segrégation goes double this day . . . and whai T have
said o you dbout seme Federal judges goes triple this dav

Not so long ago men stond in marvel and awe at the cities, the nildings,
the schools, the antobahns that the government of Hitler's Germany had
buailt, just as centures before they stood in wonder at Rome's building . . .
bt it could not stand, Lor the system that bolt it rotted the [eundations of
wital God meant that men should be,
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Ceorge Willace ar the Alabama Sarehowse, Inangoe ariem Day Povade, Tonuary 14, 1963,
Robert Adams, The Birminghom Mews,

We become, therefore, a mongrel wmi of one under a single
all-powerful government . . . . and we stand for evervthing and
for nothing, - George Wallace, January 14, 1963,

Trrdaay thiatl satne svstein on an international scale 15 sweeping the world,
[t s the "changing world” of which we are told .50 it 15 called new and
*liberal.” - -

Itas as old as the oldest dwetator. [t 18 degenerate and decadent. As the
nattonal racismn of Hitler's Germany persecuted a national minority to the
whim of a national majority . . . so the international racism of the liberals
seeks o persecute the international white minority to the whin of the miter-
national colored magority - - ooso that wesare footballed about aceording to the
favor of the Afre-Asian bloe. . . :

Lt us, as Alabamiang, grasp the hand of destiny and walk ont of the shad-
o ol fear .. . and Gl our divine destiation.

I shall “stand up for Alabama™ as governor of your state . .. you stand with
me .o.ocdnd we, together .. can give courageous leadérship to millions of
people throughout this nation who leok to the Souath for their hope o this
fight towin and preserve our freedoms and hiberties, . .



APRIL-MAY 1963

Mowvement
Meeting Churches
Apnil-May 1963

Druring Apriland May 1963, police recorded 43
meetings held at 15 churches. The police were
noP present at many mass meet .tFL;:_{F RO dl - secret
strategy committee meetings held daily during the
spring campatgn at First Congregational Church
on ' Dynamite Hill™ in Smiathfield.

Top Meeting
Churches

1961-1963

As reported by the
Birmingham Police.

During these years, 15 chuorches
gerved az meeting churches. Wath the
success of the legal tests and the
Freedom Rides, sttendance mereased 5o
that larger churches were selected to
accommodate the pumbers of ACMHR
mentbers  who  attended  Movement
Meetings.

5t. James Baptist Church,
22 recorded mass meelings
New Pilgrim Baptist Church,
17 recorded mass meetings
First Baptist Church of Ensley,
L recorded mass meetings
New Hope Baptist Church,
10 recorded mass meetings

Sixteenth Street Baptist Church,
0 recorded mass meetngs

# 1, First Congregational Church, 1022 Center St
., Smithbield, secrer starery committes meet-
ings held daily from April 2 o May 10, 1963
2. 5. James Baptist Church, Northside, 12
recorded mass meerings
# 3. Sixreenth Steeer Baptist Church, Morthside,
7 recorded mass meetings

4. Sixth Avenue Baptist Church, Southside,
1529 Sixth Avenue Sourh, fiest usesd in Agpril
of 1963, 7 recorded mass meetings & a funeral

# 5, New Pilgrim Baptist Church, Southside,
4 recorded mass meetings

6. First Baptist Church of Ensley, Ensley,

% recorded mass meetings
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APRIL-MAY 1963

7. 5t. John AMLE. Church, Northside, 2 recorded % 10, St. Paul (United) Methodist Church, | 3. Tabemacle Baptist Church, Morthside,
mass meetings & the Robereson funeeal Northside 1 recorded mass meering
# 8, St, Luke A.M.E. Church, Narth Birminghar, 11. Metropolitan AM.E, Zion Church, 4. Thirgood C.M.E. Church, MNorthside,
Erecorded moss meerings Morthside, 1 recarded mass meeting 1 recorded mass meering
9, St Paul AM.E. Church, Smachtield, 12. Seventeenth Street ALOH. Church of Gaod, t 15, Thirty-Second Street Baptist Church,
¢ recorded mass meetings Northside: 1 recorded mass meeting Southside, 1 recorded mass meeting
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APRIL 1, 1963

Mass Meetings begin the Birmingham Campaign

S— S
G TR
ey

, { r ?-‘- ..' ..' I.
ko el -
Chrimigls gaithered alomy Sixth Awemee wansicke St Jumes Baprist Ghiech, The APRIL 2, 1963
Birmingham News Collection BPLIDAM 1076795,

Albert Boutwell wins Mayoral election.

5t. James Baptist Church, locaied five blocks west ol Kelly Ingram

Park in a denzely populated residential district, performed stalwart I have been aduvised that a small group of racial agitators under
duty for the Movement. 5t James often hosted mass meotings. The g : ; :
Lk et o James oiten hoste i et e Jemiliar leadership have undentaken to embarrass both the present

93-vear old Rev. Marzett L. Thornton, 5. James's pastor [vom

1922 to 1964, supports Rev Shuttlesworth and his “voung felliws"
because “he wanted to live to see Freedom come." Three hack-1o-
back nighlly meetings at St James open the Birmingham campaign
of April 1963, 5t James hosted more recorded meetings than any
other chureh during the period 1961 to 1963,

and the incommng city governments by sit-in demonstrations. . ., The
so-called leaders of these sit-in demaonsirations, indifferent to the
welfare of etther people of the city, have seized this chance {o create
strife and discord. — Birmingham Mavor-elect Albert Boutwell, “Prepared

Cominents,” The Birmungham Newss, April 3, 1963, Birmingham voters vote

Connor ont of office, bt he reloses to leave:
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APRIL 3, 1963

“Birmingham Manifesto”
The Patience of an Oppressed People Can Not Endure Forever

Reprinted from the Birmingham World, April 6, 1963, page 2.

Rew, Shuttlesworth, Kew N, H. Stath, I, and
Rev. Wyatt T Walker drafted and circulated the
“Birmingham Manifesta” the day belore demaonstra-
tions began. The stalement details the litany of evils
that had precipitated the notviolent demonstrations,

“The patience of an oppressed people canmot
endure forever, The Negro eitizens of Brinmgham
for the last several years have hoped in vain for
some evidence of goad faith, resolotion of our Just
T IEVATICES,

“Birmingham is a part of the United States and we
are boma Nide citizens. Yeu the lngtory of Birmingham
reveals that very little ol the democratie process
touches the life of the Negro in Birmingharn. We have
been segregated racially, exploited econcmically, and
dominated politically. Under the leadership of the
Mabama Chrigtian Movement for Human Rights, we
sought reliel by petition for the repeal of city ordi-
natices requiring segregation and the institution of 4
merit hiring. policy in city employment. We were
rebniffed. We then turned to the system of the conrts;
We weathered set-back alter set-back, with all of {ts
costhiness; finally winning the terminal, bus, parks
and airport cases: The bus decision has been muple-
mented begrudginglvand the parks decision prompl-
ed the closing of all municipally-owned recréational
tacilities with the exceplion ol the zoo and Legion
Field. The airport case has been a shightly better
experience with the exception of hotel accommoda-
tions and the subtle discrimination thal continues in
the limousine service.

"We have always been a peacelul people, bearing
onr oppression witle super homan etfort Yet we have
been the viciims of repeated violence, not only that
inflicted by the hoodlum element buat also that
mflicted by the blatant mususe of police power. Our
memaries are segred with pambol mob experence ol
Mother’s Day 1961 during the Freedom Ride, For
vears, while our homes and chuorches were heing
bombed, we heard nothing but the ranting and rav-
ings ol racist city officials,
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“The Negrio protest Lor equality and justice hug
been a voice crying in the wilderness. Most of
Birmingham has remained silent, probably cut of
fear. In the meanwhile, our ety hiaz acquired the
dubious reputation of being the worst big ety in race
relations in the United States. Last fall, for a Micker-
g moment, i appedred that sincere conununity
leaders from religion, business and industry dis-
cerned the inevitable confrontation in race relations
approaching. Their coneern for the city's image and
commuonwealth of all its citizens: did not run deep
eninigh. Solemn promises were miade, pending a
postponement of dmrest action, that we wouald be
joined inoasuit aeeing the reliel of segregation ordi-
nances. Some merchants agreed to desegregate their
rest-roons az a good fith start, some actually com-
plving, only to retreai shortly therealter, We hiold
our hands now broken faith and broken promises.

“We believe o the American Dream of democracy,
in the Jeflerson doctrine that “all men are created
equal and are endowed by their Creator with certam
unalienable rights, among these being life liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.”

“Twnce sinee Septernber we have deferred our
direct action thrust m order that a ¢hange n the ety
government would not be made in the hvstéria of a
community c¢rigis. We act todav in [ull coneert with
nur Hebrate-Christian tradition the law of morality
and the Constitution of our nation. The abzence of
justice and progress m Birmingham demands that we
make a moral wilness o give our commmonity 4
chanece to survive. We demonstrate our faith that we
believe that the belived commmmity can conme to
Birmingham.

“We appeal to the citizenty of Birmingham, Negro
and white, 1o jom s in this witnezs for decency,
morality, sell-regpect and human digroty, Your mdi-
vidual and corporate support can hasten the dav of
*liberty and justice for all” This is Birmingham's
moment of truth in which every citizen can play his
part in her larger destiny

Project C (Confrontation)
A joint campaign of
ACMHR & SCLC

The purpose of the campaign was
to make Bull Connar the target, to

[fill the Birmingham jails, to vver-

ride  segregation, and  be
treated equally before the law,
— Rev Shuttlesworth, 1998,

Pl Clommor, Streee View, Wohert Adims, The
Birmirghom Mews.

The mystery of the whole situation
is howw can these smmple home folks
be talked nto goig to jail by a
bunch of rabble-rousers. ~ Bull
Connor, quoted m, The Nabama
Christion Movement for Huaoman Rights
and the Birmangham Strugale for Civil
Righis, Glenn Eskew, 1989,



“B” (Burmingham) Day
Opening Day of the Campaign

The Non-Violence Ethic
ACMHR Pledge

| HERERY PLEDGE MYSELF, MY FERSON AND BODY, TO THE NONVIOLENT
MOVEMENT. THEREFORE, | WILL KEEP THE FOLLOWING TEN COMMANDMENTS:

1. MEDITATE dally on the taachings and life of Jesus.

2, REMEMBER always that the nonviolent movement [n Birmingham seeks |ustice
and reconclliation = not victary,

. WALK and TALK In the manner of love, lor God is love.

. PRAY daily to be used by God In order that all men might be frea.

. SACRIFICE personal wishes in order that all men might be fres,

. DBSERVE with both friend and foe the ordinary rules of courtesy,

. SEEK to perform regular service for others and far the world.

. REFRAIN from the violence of fis1, tongue, or heart.

9. STRIVE to be in good spiritual and bodily healih.

10. FOLLOW the directions of the movement: and the captain on a demonstration,

| sign this pledge, having seriously considerad what | do and with the determi-

nafion and will to persevere,

DO =J oMy W B Cad

MName

Besides demonstrations, | could also help the Movement by: (Circla the proper
items) Run errands, Drive my car, Fix food for volunteers, Clerical wark, Make
phone calls, Answer phanes, Mimeograph, Type, Print signs, Distribute leaflets.

Alabama Christian Movemant for Human Rights
Birmingham Affiliata of 5.C. L. G. = F L. Shutilesworth, President

Minemen: demonsimitors signed the plidoe cord dhove, apreeing to ot momodintly. The

1963 photopraph shows marchers proving white seoiting 1o Be amested and loaded ineo
el vwagems foo ansgort o the dry il The Birmingham News, [963

Frrst Sir-In, Wootworch's Limch Conneer Sie-In, .‘5';|I.11.i|I 3, 1963, Birmingham Post-Hermald
Collecriom BPLIDAM 82710611,

Sit-Ins At Retail Stores

Project € began with an economie boveott of dewntown retail stores. Small
proups of demenstrators seek lo be served a meal at these establishments,
Rev. Abraham Woods, Jr, and his brother, Rev. Calvin Waods, lead the sit-in to
the lunch counters of the leading retail stores — Woolworth's, Loveman's,
Fizite, ress and Britt's — all located along 19th Street. Managers close the
counters for the day. Pictared above on the right are Rev. Calvin Woods, 29,
and George Harrig, 71, who sit al the Woolworth's caunter [rom about 10:15
ann. until 2:00 p.m. Later in the alfternoon, they and 13 others are arrested at
Brit"s Department Store.

We can twrn Birmingham upside down and rvight side up by
rian-tiolence. = Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., Mass Meeting, 5t Luke
AME. Church; April 24, 1963,

You can vest assuved that I eoill fill the jail full of any persons vio-
lating the law as long as U'm m City Hall, - Ex-commissioner Connor,
al the April 4 trials of the first sit-in demonstrators,
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First March of the Campaign to City Hall
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Mimchers With Arma ond Vidoes Joined While Singing e Shell Oxevcome, ™ {lmea |':.'r|1.f.
A G Gaseom Motel, Fifeh Awvenue ar 16t Sireer, Robert Adims, The Binmingham
Mews, SCLC leaders, middle sows Rev. W T, Walker, Rew. Shunilesivorih, Rev. King,
Doweaty Clotton, Berniand Lee and R, Ralph Ahernathy.

Rev. Shuttlesworth leads the first march of the Birmingham Campaign to
City Hall 1o pray and petition newly elected Mavor Albert Boutwell for legal
rights. Marchers gather at the Gaston Motel, a sie closer o City Hall than
Thirgood CME. Church, 1027 Seventh Avenue, the planned starting point.
Here, they sing for 15 minutés before heading out. Poliee set up a blockade.

00w A Wit ro Freedom

e are embarking on a mission to break dotwn the barrier of seg-
vegation in Birmingham. Herd sepregation is entrenched in
Bormingham, We i Allanta have come to the aid of Fred
)

Shuttlessvorth, He called on us and we were plad to come because
of the injustice i Birmingham. - Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr, ACMHR
Mass Meciing al St James Baptisi Church, April 5, 1963, on the eve of the frst
imareh pactured above,



APRIL 6, 19463

Muorch Leader, Bew, Shurtlesuomth (et with Back
tumed) | assembling the men and women marchers tun
by v, swhile Rew. Mirvtin Luther King, Ir., (right} and
ather SCLC leadirs see them off, Conntvind, A, G,
Craston Maorel, April 6, 1963, Bieminghom Plice
Deparement Sumveillinee Collacesdn BFLDAM

1125, 112042

The previensd evermng at the Mass Meeting,
Rev Shuttlesworth announced that "he wanted
| E7] {,]r’i1||-.', ST nf t||.zi1,' whilu waler i|1 I]n_' ["H‘.
Flall amdd see i it tasted any better than the
cotored water.,” Marchers mtend to pray at

City Hall m protest of parade permits denied.

Mareh Leaders Bev, Fred Stoatbesworth (o visitde)
hebind Prdice Clapns Crenmpe Woall and Rew. Chales
Hl':'.'.'.:ps Woeh r'V:l_\'iu,; Muorchers, LI, 8 Puasi A |J'-,'-|'..'..'
(rodan’s Womee Coverthense ], Apedl 6, 1963, Fifth Adente
Mol Beneen T8 and [k Stree) The Birmingham

Meaws Collrction.

When they stopped the march, we knelt
to pray and were arrested,
= Rev shuttlesworth, 19498,
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APRIL 7, 1963, PALM SUNDAY

March on City Hall

ai Paul
Methodist Cliurely, 1300-Sixth Avenue
MNorth, six blocks frosse City Hall., More
than 1,000 persons line the avenue
Police set upa road block two blocks
aveay at 17th Street and eonvey Lo the

"l.lﬂ:'r]h.:.r’.-‘ ;__f;|:|h,_-r 1‘-‘!-1.

march leaders that PETSONS Ccrossing
[ 71l Street will be arrested, Whien the
marchers: cross  the  intersection,
police gtop them. The group kneels
lor a briel praver and ¢ arrested lor

*parading without a permit.”

Caape A3, V. Ewng holid morch leaderss Bes. N. H

Smich, Ir., ey, A, D Willkams King and Rev. Todn
Themnus Porrer, The Biomingham News, April 8,
FOR3, proge 2

The forst fere davs of the campaign went peacefully. But
e knere it weas in the nature of Bull to be a bull. Bull
thought he was gong to try (Alhany Poliwce Chief
Lawrie) Pritchett’s strategy, but his own plilosopliy
wwouldn’t allotw him to do that, He couldn’t just let us
march. That was what we wanted to do.

- Rey, Shuttlesworth, 1998,

APRIL 10y 1963

State Court Injunction Against Protests,
Demonstrations, Boycotts, Sit-ins and Marches

Circuit Court Judge William Jenking issues an injunction
agains! demomstrations,
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APRIL 12, 1963 =« GOOD FRIDAY

Good Friday March on City Hall

In a show of selidavivy, the *Big Thrée™ Mevement
lecelers —the Revevends Rhartloswerth, Abevnathy and
King, left rooright, twovnonde shives Tighlighiing the Bone
cort of vehire:seoves— emierge from the Goston Moge!
ro joim merchers who waired: a Sieth Aaenve Zion Hill
Bupitst Chamch, 1414 Sih Asenne, April 12, 1963,
Birmingham Police Depuriment Srwvellance Files,

BPLDAMINIS 11 20 A

Rev shuttlesworth, "not ready to be arrested,
goes back 1o doa little more work™ and is
arrested later in the day, He puts up bond
and 15 released quickly.

Chantng merclers end in fafl —The Rewe Ralph Abernathy, lft,
ang the Rev. Marim Luaher Eing, Jr., are shown (above) leading an
artermnpted mamch om Sity Hall Friday. They swere halted by police and

[ ] ] '] #F ¥
the demonatrators foiled. The hmg lme of morchers chomted iegration
verses as they mosed alimg. " AP/WAde Werld Phoros, The
Birmiingham Mews, Apil 13, 1983 g 2,

Rev King and Rev. Abernathy lead the
singing demonstrators. Birmin gham police
break up the march and arrest some of the
leaders and 30 marchers. Rey, King remains
mprigoned for eight davs, (The Birming-
ham Civil Righte Institute exhibits the
solitary cell where King was confined,)

Mass Meeting Vote for Civil
Disobedience

Farticipants vote 1o continge the marches
despite, and in violation of, the state court
ruling prohibiting them.
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APRIL 13, 1963

APRIL

“White clergymen urge local
Negroes to withdraw
[from demonstrations.”

In this Birsungham Newos article poblished just beneath the
photograph of the Good Friday march (faciog page), eight leading
white, Christian and Jewish clergymen denounce the protests,
praise the Police Departmnent’s handling of the marches angd ask
that redress be sought throagh the courts. Honest, open negotia-
tions between local black raddle<class leaders and whites are sug-
gested as a preferable way o seitle racial issues:

"WE rather agree with certain local Negro leadership (middle
clazz leaders not associated with the Movement)y which has called
for honest and open negotiation of racial issues in our arca.

And we believe this kind of facing of ssues ean best be ascom-
plished by eitizens of our own metropolitan area, whinte and Negro,
meeting with their knowledge and experience of the local =ituation,
All of vz need to fage that responsibility and Fnd proper channels
for its accomplishment. ...

When rights are consistently denied, a cause should be pressed
in the courts and negotations among local leaders, and not in
the streets.”

APRIL 14, 1963 =« EASTER SUNDAY

Kneel-ins

small proaps begin the hirst ol four Sunday kneel-ms at
Morthside and weighborbood churches. Seven persons attend
Easter scrvices at the First Baptist and First Presbvterian church-
es downtown. Other worshipers are quietly turned away from
three, white churches.

March to the Fail

strearning out of Thirgood C. M. E. Chareh, thes mareh led by
the Reverends A, D King, Nelson Smith, Jr, and John Thomas
Parter and Frank Dukes, the former Miles College student leader,
beging with glomous singing a5 marchers head down Lth Street.
Bull Cennor and 50 police halt the marchers, and the more than
500 bystanders who follow them. When rocks are thrown at the
police, the police use night sticks and billy elubs to break up
the crowd,
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"Brmingham s New Nme-Member Ciry Gl Sweern e Offfice.” The Birmingham News,
Apnl 15, 1963, page |

Mavor-glect Bourwell is also sworn ineg office, buat shares duties with
Commizsioner Connor who refuges Lo vacate his office.

Send The Trouble-Makers Away!

Editorial Reprinted from the Birmingham Post-Herald,
April 15, 1963, Page 10,

“If the Negroes responsible for the demonstrations which ave shattered
the tranguility of oor community for more than @ week are really mterested
i improving the ot of the Negeo they will send the trouble-makers away and
put an end to the lawlessniess they have fostered. ... "

The local press veport statements and actions by the Bev. Martin Luthe
King, Jr, and other SCLC stalf who appear to be the'spokesmen and orga-
nizets of the campaign. Rev Shuttlesworth and ACMHR leaders find Little
mention and are not directly invodved in negotiations o end the demoenstra-
tion or tooachieve racial progress. Thos, the “ouside agitator” theory
spreads and King replaces Shottlesworth not enly as the scapégoat for racial

ills, but also as the witimale victor in the Birmingham struggle.




APRIL 16, 1963

Letter from the Burnungham jail

Reprinted Irom

Rev. King, confined in a solitarv cell at
the Birmimgham jail, recemves the newspaper in
which Birmingham’s white clergy condemn the
Birmingham demonstrations and eall for 1alks with
middle-class black and white leaders. King begins
his reply writing on the margins of the newspaper,
later his notes spill onto foilet tissue, paper scraps
and hnally to a legal pad supplied by visiling
lawyers. Released to the press on April 18, the let-
ter takes little frst mpression and s not well
received by the white cdlergymen, The first pub-
lished versiom of the letter includes these excerpis.

Birmingham Crty Jail
April 16, 1963

Bishop C, C. |. Carpenter
Bishop Joseph AL Durick
Rabbi Milten L. Gralman
Bishop Paul Hardin

Bishop Molan B. Harmon
The Rev. George M., Murray
The Rew. Edward V. Ramage
The Rev, Earl Stallings

My dear Fellow Clersvmen,

While conflined here in the Birmingham City
Jail, 1 came across your recent statement calling
our present activities “unwise and antimel:"
Seldomm, if ever, do [ pause 1o answer criticism of
iy work and ideas. IT 1 sought toanswer all of the
criticisms that eross myv desk, my secretaries
would be engaged in little else in the course of the
day and 1 would have no time for constriactive
waork, But sinee | leel that you dre mien of genuine
gondwill and your criticisms are sincerely set
forth, T weould like to-answer vour stalement in
what I hope will be patient and reasonable terms.

I think I should give the reason for v being in

by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Birmingham, since you have been inflluenced by
theargument of “outziders commg in." Thave the
honor of serving as president of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conlerénee, an organiza-
tion operating in every Southern state with head-
quarters in Atlanta, Georgia, We have some
eighty-live alliliate organizations all acresz the
South—aone  bemng the Alabama Christian
Movement for Human Rights, Whenever neces-
gary and possible we share staff, edueational, and
financial resources with our allliates. Several
maonths age our local affiliate bere in Birmingham
invited us to be on call 1o enggee in & nonviolent
direct action program il such were deemed nee-
essary. We readily consented and when the hour
carne we lived up o our promises, So | am here,
along with several members of my stall, because
we were invited here. [ am here because [ have
basic organizational ties here. Beyond this, | am
in Birmingham bacause injustice i@ here. Just as
the eighth century prophetz left their little vil-
lages and carried their “thus saith the Lord" [ar
heyvond the houndaries of therr home town, and
justas the Apostle Paul left his little village "Tarsus
and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ 1o praci-
callvievery hamlet and ety of the Graceo-Roman
wirtld, 1 too am compelled to carey the gospel of
freedom bevond oy particular home town. Like
Paul, I constantly respond o the
Macedonian call for aid.

Moreover, | am copnizant of the interrelated-
ness of all cornmunities and states. | cannot 511
idly by in Atlanta dnd not be concerned about
witat happens in Birmingham. Injustice anywhere
isa threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in
an mescapable network of mutuality tied in a sin-
gle parment of destiny. Whatever affects one
direetly affecte all mdirectly. Never again can we
afford to Live with the narrow, provineial "ontside

st

The American Friends Service Commttee, Philadelphia, May 1963,

agitator” idea. Anyone who lives inside the United
States can never be considered an cutsider any-
where in this country.

You deplore the demonstrations that are
presently taking place in Brmingham. But 1 am
sorry that vour statement did not express a simi-
lar concern for the econditions that brought the
demonstrations into being. Tam sure that each of
v would want to go beyond the superficial social
anilyst who looks merely at elfects, and does niot
grapple with underlying causes. I would not hesi-
tate to sav thal it i3 unfortunate that so-called
demonstrations are taking place in Birmingham
at this time, but 1 would say m more emphatic
terme that 4t 18 even more unfortunate (hat the
white power structure of this city left the Negro
community with no other alternative,

In any nenviolent campaign there are four
basic steps: {1} colleetion of the facts to deter-
ming whether mjustices are alive; (2) negotiation;
(3} self-purification; and (4) direct action, We
have gone through all of these steps in
Birmingham. There can be no gainsaying of the
fact that racial mjustice engulls this community.
Birmingham iz probably the most thoroughly seg-
regated city m the United States. Its ugly récord
of police brutality is known in every section of this
country. Its unjust treatment of Negroes in the
conrts 15 a notorious reality. There have been
more. unsolved bombings of Negro homes and
churches in Birmingham than any city in this
nation. These are the hard, broatal, and anheliev-
able Facta. On the basis of these conditions Negro
leaders sought Lo negotiate with the eity [athers,
But the political leaders consistently refused to
engage in good Faith negotiation,

Then came the opportunity last September to
talk with same of the leaders of the cconomag
commiunity, [n these negobiabing sessions certain
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promises were made by the merchants—socl as
the promise (o remove the humiliating racial
signs from the stores. On the basis of these
promises Rev. Shuttleswerth and the leaders of
the Alabama Christian Movement for Human
Rights agreed to ¢all a morgtorium on any tvpe of
demonstrations, As the weeks and months
unfolded we realized that we were the victims ol a
troken promisze. The signs remained. As in so
many experiences of the past we were confronted
with blasted hopes, and the dark shadow of a deep
disappointment settled upon us, So we had no
altermative except that of preparing for direct
action, wherehy we would present our very bodies
ag @ means of laving our case belore the
conscience of the local and national community.
We were not unmindful of the diffwculties
involved. Sowe decided 1o go through a process of
sell-purification, We started having workshops on
nonviolence and repeatedly asked ourselves the
questions, "Are vou able 1o accept blows withou
retaliating?” “Are you-able to endure the ordeals
of jai?™

We decided to set our direct delion program
around the Easter season, realizing that with the
exception of Christmas, this was the largest shop-
ping pericgd of the vear. Knowing that a strong
economie withdrawal program would be the by-
product of direet action, we [ell that this was the
best time to ing pressure on the merchants for
the needed changes. Then it sconrred to us that
the March election was ahead, and so we speedily
decided to postprme action untl afier election
dav. When we discovered that Mr. Connor was in
the run-oll, we decided again to postpone action
so that the demonstrations could not be used to
eloud the igsues. AL this time we agreed 1o begin
our nonviclent witness the day after the run-off.

This reveals that we did not move irresponsibly
into direct aetion. YWe too wanted to see Mr
Connor defeated; so we wenl through postpone-
ment alter poatponement to aid in this commiini-
tv tieed. After this we fell that direct action eould
be delaved no longer.

You may well ask, “Why direct action? Why sit-
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ing, marches, ete.? lsn't negotiation a better
path 2" You are exactly right m your call for nego-
tiation. Indeed, this 5 the purpose of direct
action. Nonviplent direct action seeks to create
giich a erisis and establish sueh creative tension
that a community that has constantly refuzed to
negotiate is forced 10 confront the i5sue, [t secks
s0 to dramatize the issue that it can no longer be
ignored. 1 just referred to the creation of tension
as a part of the work of the nonviolent resister.
This mav sound rather shocking. Bat T st con-
fess that [ am not afraid of the word tension. |
have earnestly worked and preached agamst vio-
lent tension, but there is a type of constructive
nonvialent tension that 38 necessary [or growth.
Just as Socrates [elt that it was necessary (o cre-
ate d tenston in the mind so that mdwiduals conld
rige from the bondage of mvths and hall-truths to
the unfettered realm of creative analysis and
objective appraizal, we must see the need of hav-
ing nonviolent gadflies 1o create the kind of 1en-
sion o society ihat will help men rise [rom the
dark depths of prejudice and racism to the majes-
tic heights of understanding and brotherhond, So
the purpose of the direet action is to éreate a sit-
uation so crisis-packed that it will inevitably open
the door 1o negotiation. We, therefore, concur
with vou in vour call for negotiation. Too long has
our heloved Southland been bogged down in
the tragic attempt to live in monologue rather
than dialogue.

One of the basic pomts o your statement is
that our acts are untimelv, Some have ashed,
“Why didn't vouwgive the new administration time
to act?” The only answer that 1 can give to this
inquiry is that the new administration must be
prodded aboul as much as the outgoing one
before it acts, We will be sadly mustaken if we [eel
that the election of Mr. Boutwell wall bring the
millenninm to Birnmngham. While Mr. Bourwell
is much miore articnlate and gentle than Mr
Connor, they are both segregationists dedicated
to the task of maintaining the status quo. The
hope T see in Mr, Boutwell 15 that he will be rea-
sonable enough to see the futility of massive

resistance Lo desegregation, But he will not see
this without pressure from the devatees ol civil
rights, My friends, I must say to vou that we have
not made & single pain in eivil rights without
determuined legal and nomviolent pressure.
I |1".-‘-1|1!'j;‘ is the lfrn;__: and tragic story of the fact that
privileged groups seldom give up their privileges
voluntarily, Individuals may see the moral light
and woluntarily give ap thelr unjust posture; but
as Reinhold Niebuhr has reminded us, groups are
mare immoral than ndwiduals.

We know through painful experience that free-
doan s never voluntarity given by the oppressor; it
must be demanded by the oppressed. Frankly 1
have never yet engaged ina direct action move-
ment that was “well timed,” gecording o the
timetable of those who have not suffered unduly
front the disease of segregation. For vedrs tiow |
have heard the word “Wait!” [t rings in the car of
every MNegro with a plercing familiaritv. This
“wait™ has almost always meant “never.,” [t has
been a wanquilizing thalidomide, relieving the
emuotional stress for a moment, only to give birth
toan ill-formed infant of frustreation. We st
come to see with the distinguished jurist of yes-
terday that “justice ioo long delaved i3 justice
denied.” We have waited [or more than three hun-
dred and forty years for our constitutional and
God-given rights. The nations of Asta-and Afriea
are moving with jet-like speed toward the goal of
political mdependence, and we still creep at horse
and buggy pace taward the gaining ol a cup of col-
fee dt a lunch counter,

| guess it is easy lor those who have never felt
the stinging darts ol segregation to say wait. But
when you have seen vicious mobs Iynch yvour
mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters
and brothers at whim; when vou have seen hate-
[ilted policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even
lill your black brothers and sisters with impuanity;
when vou see the vast majoriy of your twenty mil-
liom Negro brothers smothering inoan air-tight
cage of poverty in the midst of an alfluent society;
when vou suddenly lind your tongue twisted and
your speech stammering ..



MAY 2, 1963

Sixteenth Street Baptist Church Becomes the Departuve Point

-

In the linal phase of the Birmingham campaign, thousands participate in
marches to City Hall and the retail district, the two focal points of the
campaigm's elforts. ACMHR-5CLC joint demands include four points (o be
dchieved before demonstrations are called off: better |,_-,1i':|1|c3r_\'11'|.¢.|:|1 OppoTTi-
nities, desegregation of downtown lunch counters, release of those impris-
oned and creation of a biracial commuittee to work ont plans [or gradual
desegregation of public accommodations,

Sixteenth Street Baprist Chureh, due o its barge size and prominent loca-
tion on Kelly Ingram Pack, as wellas itz prosimity to SCLC headquarters and

to the A G, Gaston Motel where Rev. King and SCLC stalf staved, both on
Kelly Ingram Park, became the staging ground for the major mass demon-
strations. Most news media coverad the scene at this park and this church

il

giving the impression that the Movement "happened” here.

O staps of Stateenth Steeet Begheist Chiereh, Mewement Chair Divector Carlton Reese {in
thie v shivy wirh s vassed, left) deads marchery i song: Acvess Sieth Avemne i Kelly
Ingram Park, speciaors, nor Movement folks, cheer the marchers on tovictory over sgevega-
tign, Charles Moore, Black S, phitograph oniginaly published in Life Magagine,

3'-*1.-.1}' 17, 1963
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MAY 2, 1963

D Day * Children’s Crusade Begins

W

Children exiting Smeenth Street Bagist Chrerch, Robert Adams, The Birmingham Mews,

Begmning May 2, children join the dernonstrations. Initially, high =chool
and college students are to demonstrate, but many arrive with their hittle
brothers and sisters who insist intheir right to join the hight for freedony
In gronps of 20 to 5, they pour oul of Sidteenth Street Baplizt Choreh and
other churches in the residential neighborheod at the same time. Chganizers
and older students coordinate movements with walkie-lalkies.

Ten groups make it through police lnes to City Hall. The children kneel
to pray for ety oflicials and sing [reedom songs while police locate vehieles
{including sheriff’s carg and county school buses) to transport therm to jail.
Seven hundred persons are arrested and bond set at 8500 per student.
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Our little folks made it (o Ciiy Hall today to pray. Nobody else
has been able (o do it . . . All wwe want to do is just walk, but
everviwhere we wend the police blocked our way. They (the
police) sure were lired.” - Rev. Shuttlesworth, Mass Meeting, Sixth
Aveniue Baptist Church, May 2, 1963,

So let's all meet at the 16th Street Cluoch Foaday, Saturday and
Sunday mornings and go from there to freedon. — Rev. James Bevel
who, with SCLC eoordingtor Wyatt Tee Malker and others, orgamzed the
Children's Marches, Mass Meeting, Sisth Avenue Baptist Church, May 2,
1463, Some 2,000 persons attended this mass meeting.



FRIDAY, MAY 3

Double-D Day

{ .r'l'.'.lIII.l\. "'.I. s e
after powm, some heading aovess Kelby Ingram Park t6 che veral distnicr, some oo City Hall
Moy 3, 1963, UPIR crbis-Bettmeon [378200 2,

The doors of the clhureh were flung open and the marchers poured
forth chanting: “We've poing to walk, walk, walk, Freedom. . .
Freedom, . . Freedom, — Birmingham Post-Herald, May 4, 1963, page 2

In a sense the freedom songs arve the soul of the movement. . . .
! have stood in a meeting with hundreds of youngsters and joined
mi while they sang, “lin't Gonna Let Nobody Turn Me Round.” It
is not just a song; it is a vesolve. A fewe nunutes later, I have seen
those same voungsiers refuse jo twn around before a pugnacious
Bull Connor in command of men armed woith posverful hoses.
These songs bind us together, give us courage together, help us to
mareh !Ugf’fﬁ&'!:— Rev: Martin Lather King, |r, Wy He Can't Wmt, 1954,

On May 3, Reverends Shattleaworth and King hald agemt press eonler-
ence and indicate that demonstrations will contimue unbl Movement objee-
fives are met, Some 2,000 children arrive at Sixtecnth Street ]id]ﬂ izt Church
for morning instruction sessions. Just alter noon, several hundred students
pour trom the chureh and are arrested. As the jals are nearly  fall
Bull Connor decides to Toreibly end the marches, rather than arrest the
demonstrators.

As television cameras oll and reporters record, Bull Connor bellows:
“Tet fem have 18" Bull lets "em have 1t Th contain the marchers withim the
chureh, Biremen turneon their hoses, Firemen also hose the crowds of 300 1o
400 onleoless o the park: After 20 nunutes of hosing, the police K=Y units
darrive with their dogs: Onlookers throw rocks and bottles at law enforcement
persennel. Thig eveming, nightly news wiewers across Ameried wateh
10 revulsion,

The Chisldren’s Crusade stuns Birnngham, galvanizes Blacks across Lhe
city and sends shock waves through America’s collective conscience,
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] 1 . . ‘ ¢ . 1 o B . 7 . L . "o oal
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Soiel aorass tosn to Videan Pork and che heawily Joreseed Rod Meawntain, Tir dime aceess o prrsittems stk e this ene, Boberr Adims, The Birmingham News
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Phanographers Chorles Mowre aith bystanders, policeman and dog, Kelly
Ingriam Parde, The Birmingham News; May 3, 1063

Here bystanders, who appear daily in Kelly Ingram Park,
purposely taunt a police dog 1o secure a good PRmedia
shot for Black Star photographer Charles Moore (center
top). Birmingham police use dogs 1o control erowds and
disperse demonstrators.

Fire heses and police dogs provide lasting images of
brotality m Bemingham, Best koown images are those
of Charles Moore, Trained as a 1. 3 Marine. combat
photographier, Moore shot for the Mosteomery Adverieser
m the 1950: belore sigming with Black Star. Hig Bmous
photographs appear in Life Magazine's May 17, 1963
]‘liﬂ-':]‘inl CHEAY O 1|1|,' H'lr!uiﬂghdn: d:_:ll]llll:‘ﬂrﬂtillllﬁ :,-tud
later in Powerfud Days, a collection of his Civil Rights
photography,
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prlice semr many ddemonstvarors oo the grenmel . UPICarhs Bettinarn L1 378508-24,

O May 4, juzt alter noon, children stream once again from
Sixteenth Street Baptist Chareh and the A, O. H. Chureh of Gaod,
Firemen use stronger water [rom high pressure hoses that knock
marchers off their Feet from as far as-50 yards away. Two hoses
areequipped with monitor guns, devices which permit use of two
hozes with one sprav. More than a thousand persons are galed for
pariicipating in the marches.

LS, Attorney General Robert Kennedy deplores the use of
children in the marches. President John Kennedy states the
sights of the assault i Birmingharn make him sick, and thal now
he can “well understand why the Negroes of Birmingham are
tired of bemigasked 1o be patient.” The Fresident dispatches bwn
Assistant Attorneys, Burke Marshall and John Doar, to help
mediate the dispute.

A Walk to Frecdom # 6l



MAY 5, 1963, SUNDAY, 7:00 BM.

“Walk to Freedom™

A seheduled Movernent Meeting beging at 400 pan, ;1 New Pilgrimn Baptist
Church on Fifth Avenue South. Just after 7:00 pan, and rather spontaneonsly, a
decision ig made for worshipers towalk to the city jail, a few blocks away to pray
for the thousands econlined there and i other makeshift facilitiez. Rev. Charles
Billups leads the walk.

Fearing attempis will be made to enter the jail grounds, police and firemen
stand guard with hoses and dogs for erowd control. The photograph, on the
right, records a seene outside the Traffic Enginesring Building where City
officials halt the marchers,

Hhen Bull Connor orderved them to turn back, they knell tn prayer.
Connor confinued ranting until Rev. Billups daved lim: “Tuvn on
the water! Loose the dogs! We am’'t gomg back. Forgive them, ()
Lord. " As the marchers headed toward the firemen, the firemen
armed and nothing happened. Nearby hvdrants vemained pressure-
less. Convmced of a wmiracle, singing and praving the worshipers
walked on and conducted a praver vigil under the watchful eve of
the firemen. — Thig aceount is summarized from William Witherspoon's
Mantin Luther King, Fr. . . Th the Mountaintop.
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Danelly Tomes Bryamt, Gary Havmes, UPL siaff photographer, P Cimbis Berpaorin
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“Herses Are Ready B Ulnnsed In Alubama — Flre hoses are ramed on g prowep of

3 AN

2000 Negroes in Birmingham, Ala., i

as i march is organized on the juil where humdreds
of dewomstretins are bemg held. The march was peacefed and the hoses were not 1sed
Oriby at flowr aivests wevemade i comtrast t previons doys swhen bivge mambers of anti.
seivegarion demeonimrators were prallad in. A prover meering wes haldlin a el

Al Baezmier for DR Cheentine Pensy, photographer, Scoft Newspapers, Arlonsa,
Birmingham World, May [ 1, 1963, page 1.



MAY 3, 1963

Fagiicipame, priver sertice, Betirend (no Memortal) Pk
Serh Awenue Sourh baiveen Ochvand Yk Sveers, meross from
the: Birmingham Jail, Chales Miore; Black Sror,

A praver service in the emall park lasts about 15
inires, T‘H:[iﬂ:ipaﬂis Hing. “Ahove My Head |
Hear Freedom m the Ain" and then retorn (o Lhe
New Pillgrim Church,

The demonstration Sunday was the
closest thing to a victory the Negro com-
munity has won heve in a month of racial
strife seihich has vesullted e nearly 1,500
arrests, many of them elemeniary school
children.— Al Kuetiner,
Wl 1'|.|t|._\-' 11, 1963, page l.

UL, Brrmdigham

Kneel-ins

Sundav's march followed kneel-ins at 21
Birmingham churches, Eight congregations
receive and seat Movernent mernbers for services,
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Comedian Dick Gregory Leads March of 800 Children to City Hall

———

?:// ’.’ S

3 L <

(hildven Marching Theo-By-Tea from Sixteenth Sereer Bapist Chareh, May 6, 1963
LIPTH ahis: Beravomn L3 7840046,

By May 6, march crganizers have the drill down pat. In the morning, more
than 2,000 children arrive at Sixteenth Street to march for (reedom, Just
atter noon, they march long enough to F footage for the mghtly television
newseasis, often proceeding o single block to school buses wating at the

[ 7ih Street to pick them np. In marching that one block, they filled suffi-
cient footage to aceomplish a media coup.

od = Halk v Freedom

Rev. Martin Lather King, Jr., and a dapperly dressed Dick Gregory address
the 2,000 school children assembled at the Sixteenth Street church. PFoliee elose
off Kelly Ingram Park. They and firemen $tand by to control the crowds. In rapid
succession, marchers emerge from the ehurch, Police arrested 800 demonstra-
tors, many at | Tth Btreet where they load them mto eounty schonl buses.

By the close of the day, 2,300 adults and children over[ill the city jail, the
county jails in Birmingham and Bessemer, the 4-H Barracks at the Alabama
State Fairgronnds and whereever else they can temporarily house the dernon-
strators, The nest day, ACMHR leader Rev, Edward Gardner estimates bonds
(8500-per-child) at well over $200,000. The county sheriff complaing about
the $3-per-day cost of feeding the inmates,

We got them in there from 6, 9, 10 and 12 vears old and they want
freedom, . . . If they (the parents and grandparenis) quil worry-
g so much and pray move, they would be better off. . . . Wi are
nol concerned aboul dogs and waler, We arve concerned about
,r'}’ﬁwrfrmr. - Rev. Edward Gardner, ACMHR, Vice President, Mass Meeting,
May 7, 1463, Sixteenth Street Baptist Church.

Yerueh provestors m hedding coll," Basenent Room, Birmingham Cioy Hall, My 6, 1963,

Charles Mocre, Black Swar. The childvis wart for- manisport o makeshijfe jails.

He walked from Western-Olm High School to [6th Street, CGoing
to jail zeas COOL!, . Until 2ve pot hungry. —Vietor Blackledge



MAY 6.9, 1963

Mass Meetings at Multiple Churches

Attendance 1290 large; the meetingsare held at several churches a
the same timie. Host churches include St John ANME., 5t Paul
Methodist, Thirgood CME, Sixteenth Street Baptist, New Pilgrim
Baptist and Sixth Avenue Baptist.

Marches Continue

" Afres being fovced o march avend rhe Bock neor the sraging poinr, the Sivtasith

Brvaer Baprist Chierch, Negvo demomsmarors 5 ade esuccessful bBreak rowerd the

Sereet Baprist Chuerch, Negeo demomsmaeos 507 made ooswecessful §

demimtearn area adth gomass exodus aeross Kelly Imgram Parde " Ondgina! UPE caption,
L Il

The Birmingham MNews phomgmd
irrmingham Mews: phomgemagh oY

On Mav 7, Movement oflicials decide tosend the siudents, not
straight o the police and fire barricades, but to span out m
diverse directions and converge in the retail district at noon.

MOy OMined Armoved Vehicle Stnds By Drring Demonseration. . Biat wragon was not wsed,
hespever, a8 Negroes pode into downteaen, " The Birmitghiam Mews, Moy 7, [983, puge 3

=,
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MAY 7, 1963

Retail District Swamped With Freedom Soldiers

Staaclemes {lefi) race ot a police Hockade we [8eh St & Third Ave. N headed for the retail disirice,
Thix phetopraph tooks south om [8ch St Rober Adams, The Bicninghan News, Moy 7, 1963, puge 2.

Madsive demamsetations (above) i the retail disivice. View loobing eost along Thivd Ase, ar 1%h 81 Robere
Aclamé, The Birmingham Mews, May 7, 1953

According ta Sivmanglam Posi-Herald reports, “Z 000 swarmed the retail district
{other estimates place the higures at 3000 persons). Police and bre vehacles jam
the interscéction. Traffic is halted [or 30 minutes as noontime shoppers and
demonstrators crowd the streetz, Small groups of demotistrators enter stores and sing
[reedom songs, AUMHR stalwarts kneel and pray. Alter about an hoor, the marchers
return to Sixteenth Street Baptist Church: Meanwhile, several hundred demonsirators
wealke to City Hall o pray and-also return to the ehureh.

af = A Halk o Freedom
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View looding east along Thind Ave. Demonsivaors staned peaceably on the sidewalls; Robert Adams,
The Birmituslimm Mews,
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Barde-threwding incidene evupred drering the helghr of dememsmations . UPIC oS Barnonm L 3788253,

Rev. Shuttlesworth Hospitalized

After checking to see that all the children are out of the immediate vicinity, Rew
Shuttlesworth heads into the chureh. Firemen "put some water on the Reverend." The  Bull Connor made the impact preater, but the
spray slams him against a front dooe to the basement, injuring him and doading the dvitamics would have taken effect without Bull Corner
church, which the hiremen then pump dry. Doctors hind g blood pressure elevated and the dogs. . . . When flf”;_.ffyﬂ.t”"‘”rnlffu;?x TUEFE X0
and _L:!'i:'l.ﬂ him "rl'l."l.'llfli':“ to calm him dewi, HC_LL'GJL].H'E'iI.'l!]S ]Jl"::'llk.’,"l.‘:lj without Shuitlesworth. '-’”I‘?.f-t?l? e (””f H'”:- E:_-F”Hr’””fr ?L},Hjl fh:t'?ﬂ;'ﬂ.lr J[‘,H-_;grf} I TLNES 50
tight, literally, the tveon was paralvzed - Rev. Andrew

LLIF St L] g 5 5 T s T o
Tavish I'd been theve 1o see him carried away in a . . . hearse. Youmng, SCLC Assistant, "And Birmimgham,” 1971

- Bull Connor to.a newspaper man, May &, 1963
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MAY 7-9, 1963

MAY 10, 1963

Temporary Moratorium

State officials order 575 highway patrolmen
into Birmingharo, Armved with tear gas, sawed of [
shot guns and sulinachine gung, the roopers
patrol every corner the next day.

With state troopers on every corner of the city
center, lederal negotiators together with Black
mioderates — Arthur Shores, John Drew, Laucious
Pitts and Andrew Young — representing the
Blacks and representatives of the white business
community = Sid Smyer, David Vann, Roper Dial
and Edward Norton — reacli a settlement 1o end
the demonstrations. The settlement accepls
promises angd éstablishes a committee of middle
class eitizens to achieve racial reform in
Birrnmgham. President Rennedy and Bev. King
plan a joint press conference to simultanenusly
announee the end ol protest marches, ACMHR,
eo-sponsor with SCLEC of the Brrmingham cam-

paign, 15 not represented at the negotiating table,

MAY B, 1963

Feud at the Top

When Rev. Shuttlesworth learns of the morato-
rium achieved without consuliation and without
el solution to the issues, as had been the agree-
ment when ACMHR and SCLC combined
forees, he checks himsell out of the hospital and
explodes. Shuttlesworth demdands  concessions
froom the while business leaders. King announces
d 24-hour pause in demonstrations, Within two
days a settlement s reached,

“IFE Disacapses
Sinvtatton Here
Kennedy 'mraified"

at yacial progress"
Assoiidred Pros
wivgphoeo, The
Birmmineham Mews,
Moy 2, 1963, pape 2,
AP Wenld

Phitoss,

6of = o Halk v Freedom

An Accord With Conscience

Exeerpts reprinted [rom Robert Gutwillig's, *Six Days in Alabama,”
Mademuoiselle, now Conde Nast Publications, Inc., September 1963,

Deeide to wait, Stand in san scrunched
together with photographers, newsreel cameras,
sonnd equipment, reporters, and Negro specta-
tors On baleony of the A G Gaston Motel stand
perhaps a hundeed Megroes, leaning on railing,
Spints high.

king, Shuttlesworth, Abernatly show at 230,
Minigtiers st down al round white metal table
with hole in middle [or umbrella pole. No
ambrella, Table [ull of wierophones and wires,
Ministers introduced by Wyatt Tee Walker,
another minister, one of King's assistants. Tall,
thin, light-skinned. Very v League. Walker savs
Shuttleswaorth just out of hospital. Shotthes-
worth knocked over by hoge Taesday, taken to
hospital mambaolande, prompling Bull Connor’s
locally Famous rvemark about wishing he had
fgone n hearse.” He will read staterment [irst
and g back to hospital,

Shuttlesworth: “The City of Birmningham has
reached an accord with 1ts conscience.” Reads
statement abouwt four points of agreement:
desegregation of lunch counters, rest rooms,
drinkimg fountains m stages over ninety days;
better job opportunities; release (on bond) from
jail of demonstrators; further communications
between whites and Negroes within two weeks.

Burst of gpplanse and cheering. Shuttles-
worth dark, almuost gaunt, man. Two gold teeth
Hashing. Reads statement slowly and softly. Had
heard he was real [irebrand. Seems exhausted,

King reads long statement. Looks just like
pictures. Yery professional. Statement very mild
and mederate. Also oleaginons. lKeeps relerring
Lo Birmingham unironically as “The Magic
City " ax v 1= called on sigos: by Chamber ol
Commerce. BEvervthing King says abouat
restraint and avoidance of violence in wake of

“victory for democracy and the whole eitizenry
of Birmingham - Negro and white"” very reason-
able. But he reads statemient like & politician. Is

politician. What else could he be by now?
Negroes applauding, cheering:

Beporters [ire questions. King answers most
ol them. Says: ., . greatest and most signibieant
'l.-'i-l,:[IH":l.-' for }1191 e in L!{_'n;:l‘) South, . . Never haz a
eommunnity offered so much sn quickly
[ Megro negotiators] dealing with large commu-
nity of merchants, business, industrial, and
community leaders, not with etther ¢ity govern-
tent - Negotiated with cconomie power sieue-
ture, and political power structure most follow
through.”

Shuttlesworth fields a few questions about
whether he believes white negotigtors are sin-
cere and will implement agreements. He iz
known to have pressed tor more specibic garoe-
ments than King and hasn't gotten them.
Suddenly stands up, saying he iso't leeling well,
Applause az he leaves. Collapses in crowd
behind me. King keeps on talking, Doesn't
notice, or thinks he should go on anvway
Shuttlesworth taken away,

Reporters keep pressing King about general-
ity of settlernent. Feeling seemns to be that whites
negotiated out of fear of economic eollapse
iMNegroes have been boveotiing downtown stores
for weeks) and mpending violence; Negroes
comproniged because of pressure {rom LS,
Government (King speaks warmly of Buorke
Marzhall [Assistant Attorney General]) and fear
of viclence among extreme elements - both
Megro and white,

Stll it sounds like a great, if limited, victory,
King and Abernathy talk about tmassive Negro
voler-registration drive. beginning immediately,
and sav city goverment will have to face prob-
lem of school desegregation. Conference breaks
np. Despite King mentioning God and histarieal
oecasion a lot, feel I've been witnessing istory.

Pretty damn exciting,



MAY 10, 1963

Press Conference Announcing the Birmingham Tiuce

Rev. shuttlesworth, as head ol ACMIR, opens
the press conference and reads his prepared

statement on the terms of the truce. Reporters
prefer to speak with SCLC leader Rew King
who then reads his prepared remarks and

[telds questions Irom the reporters, even as an
exhausted Shuttlesworth collapses and i3 carried
from the scene. Local press accounts do not men-
tion Shinttlesworth or hig role in the settlement,

Reverends E\rilij_". Shue tlesorth amed Abernathy (aeated .I.;-|'| i
1.’-;.i~.r.l with reorters. rh |-:.II|‘:! ACMHR-RCLE press com
l"’:""l.rli.l.' LA R R :I!l-\.' H‘l'l I:I1|;I1,:.|:-.-:1?’: Tl'll-:l\.'. ( I||]I'I?"'\.'::'l"'.'l-.

A G Gestom Motel, The Birminoham News Callecsion

BPLIAM,
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MAY 11, 1%63

MAY 13-15, 1963

Bombing, Rioting Across the City

The Saturday evening following the Truce, bombs explode at the A, D
King Honse, the First Baptist Chuccehoof Ensley Parsonage, and at the A
G, Gaston Motzl, the SCLC stali's Birmingham residence: Violence
erupts mioe a sivgation which ACMHR historian Glenn Eskew deseribes
as "the first urban riol of the 1960s."

“A 02 King Fome destrayed By 2 dymamiee Hlasts fn Ensley,™ The Birminsham News,
|"'.-'1.!_‘r 12, 1983 page 1A, The Birmimngham Mews Colleaion BPLEYAM 1076, 88,

Police officers, fremen and an omoved vehide near burning howses, 13th Swree,

APNe Wnld Photoss, BRLDAM AP Colleaiom 1076, 144,

T o= o Walk to Freedom

Be Nonuviolent

Rev: King, It returns to Birmingham (He terms it: "Bombingham™) to
assist loeal leaders i maintaming calo. In comments to the ACMHE, King
urges restrain despite the bombings, threats, roops, tanks dand water hoses,
President Kennedy sends riot-control troops to state bases.

He (Rew, King, Tr.)} asked them to be calm; it is difficult to face in
Birmmmgham what has happened through the vears; but do the
right way and we can win, but we can't win by meeting violence
with violence. He said, *There may be more blood to [loww on the
streets of Birmingham before we get our [reedom, but let it be our
blood mstead of the blood of our white brother. The agreements
that have been made will be mel, - Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
quoted by Birmingham policemen: B, A Allison, R 5, Whitehouse, R A,
Watkins, Mass Meeting, May 13, 1963, Stdh Avenue Baptist Church.

Birmingham’s Challenge For Peace and Order

Editorial, Birmnpham Wenld, May 15, 1963, Page 21,

Lu the wake of an apparent sgreement made in Birningham oo te segre-
gation front, there became a tragicaftertoath which necessitated the standing
by of troops just in case. Dxmamiting and spurious activities of the Klan-
minded, Tallowed i rapid order, which betraved the fact that extrenism was
stll at work to the diseredit of what had been attempted around conference
tables.

Bombing and disorder set inearly Sunday morning which made oo contri-
bution to what negotiators had attempted to settle.

Truly this 1s not the American way. No onein his late hour of advanegenient
of our form and essence of Democracy would welcome such a disservice at a
tune when we can ill alford such adverse advertizement to the world,

The President of the United States deplored this outrage of violenee and
has appealed to both races in the Birminghan area toassist i the restovalion
of order and the peace. The President in addition, dispatched troops near the
Birmimgham area, hoping that they will not be needed. This surely can obtain
il the peaple will cooperate and allow the law 1o take 1ts course,

It b5 a8 sionple as this: the courts have spoken; we bve ina framewod ol Liws
and none should hold debatable that the laws ol the land will be upheld,

Lt sanity prevail; let every citisen come to himsell and fully subseribe to
our overall philosophy of cespect for the laws of the land.

Birmingham — mayv we now have Peace!?



JUNE 11, 1963

The New Frontier 1s trying to catch up
with the Negro Frontier

Excerpts: Rev. Shuttlesworth’s A Lattle Closer to Freedom,
Amnual Address to the ACMHR, Metropolitan A, M. E.
Zion Church

My dear members and fellow citizens, Ater seven long vears of hard-
ship, danger, toil and struggle, we [nd oursebves being committed i
such @ way o the removal of segregation and sign barriers that
Birmingham had become no loneer a4 by-word of hate, malice and
witked racism; bat the mage that sirtkes hrein people’s hearts scross
this nation and the world. . . .

The eyes of the world bave been focused on the spot; and somehiow
we are led to believe that because of the demonstration m Birmingham,
Alabarng, segregation will end in this country in g short time. o Lattle
did we know seven years dpo as we dared challenge this evil giant on
these unchartered waters that we would celebrate our seventh anniver-
sary in the history of a mass direet action campaign; and how glorions
it b8 to realize that Negroes in Bironinghan, Alabama, have nat only
helped to bring about a change n local government, but also a change
incthe attitude of the National Governmment about the racial sibaation:

Yes, my friends; the New Froatier is trving (o cateh upwith the Negro
fromtier. Unless the President moves with dispateh, vigor and with a
degree of dedication as that which was shown by Abraham Lineoln,
Negroes will be demonstirating in every nook and eranny of the nation:
north, ast and west.

We are closer to freedomn because the Negro o this city united as
never before. Both yvoung and old, students and adulis, middle class; low
class and no elass, all jomed together 1o pul on the baggest nass
demonstration ever to cccur m America; and the economic boyeott
spoke its picce to the merchants that they, too, had 1o realize that this is
a new day, Police dogs, the police lines and the water hoses could not
put ont the fre that started borming o Birminghan.

JUNE 11, 1963

Wallace Takes A Stand

Alabama Gov George Wallace seeks to stop desegregation of the
University of Alabama by blocking the registration of two black students
accompanied by federal anthoritics,

President John I Kennedy
Speaks to the Nation

The evening of Governor Wallace’s schoolhouse door stand, President
Kennedy goes on natinnwide television to comment on Wallace’s stance and
to endorse the civil rights activism of Birmingham Blacks.,

Excerpts: “President John F Kennedy, Address to the Nation”

This natien was founded by men of many nations and backgrounds. It was
founded on the prineiple that all men are ereated cqual; and that the rghts of
every man are diminished when the rights of one man are threatened. . .

And it ought to be possible for American ecitizens of any color to register
and 10 vote in a free election without mterference or fear of reprisal,

It ought to be possible, inshort, lor every Amenican to enjoy the proaleges
of bemg American withoot regard to his race or his color,

This 15 not 4 sectional issuc Difficultics over segregation and discrnnina-
tipn exist in every. city, inevery state of the Union, producing in many cilies a
rigsing tide of disconient that threatens the public safety.

MNor 1= this a partisan 1ssue, Ina time of domiestic orisis, men of goodwill
and generosity should be able to anite regardless of parte or palities,

This 15 not even a legal or legislative issue alone. It is better to settle these
matters i the courts than on the streets, and new laws are needed at every
level. But law alone cannot make men see right,

We are confronted primarily with a moral issue. It iz as old as the Scriptures
and = as clear as the American Consiitution, The heart of the question is
whiéther all Arneredns are Lo be attorded equal rights and cgual opportunities;
whether we are gong to treat our fellow Americans as we wanl to be treated.

Il an Ameriean, because lis skin is dark, canmot eat lunch i a restaurant
open to the public; i he cannol send his children to the best public schools
available; il be cannot vote for the public officials who represent him; if, in
short, he cannot enjoy the full and free life:which all of us want, then who
amoeng ug would be content Lo have the color ol his skin changed dnd stand
his place?

Whe among us would then be content with the counsels ol paticnee and
delav? One hundred years ol delay have passed smce President Lincoln reed
the slaves, vet their heirs, their grandsons, are not fally free. They are not vet
freed from the bonds of injustice; they are not vet freed lrom social and eco-
TIOTIE OPPreEssioTn,

And this nation, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will not be [ully free until
all ils citizens are [ree.

Now the Lime has come {or this nation to [ulfill its promise, The events in
Birmingham and elsewhere have so increased the eries for equality that no
eity or state or legislative body can pradently choose to ignore them.
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JUNE 11, 1963

AUGUST 28, 1963

The bires ol frustration and discord arve burning in every eity, North and sooath.
Where legal remedies are not at hand, redress 1= sought in the streets in demon-
strations, parades and protests, which create tensions and threaten violence —
and threaten lives,

We face, therefore, a moral erigis ag 4 conntry-and & people: Tt cannot be met by
reprassive police action: It cannot be left to increased demonstrations in the
afreets, It cannot be gquieted by token moves or talk. It @4 e ooget i the
Congress, i your state and local legislative body, and, above all, in-all of our
daily lives,

Lan, therefore, asking the Congress Lo enact legislation giving all Americans
the right to be served in facilities which are open to the public — hotels, restan-
rants-and theaters, retail stores and similar establishments. This seems o me 1o
be an clementary right.

I'm also asking Congress to authorize the Federal Government to participate
more fully in lawsuns designed 1o end segreganon i public education. We have
succeeded 0 persuading miany districts o desegregate voluntarily, Dozens have
admitted Negroes withont violence,

Uther features will also be requested, inclnding greater protection for the right
Lo vote,

But legislation, I repeat, cannot solve this problem alone. It must be solved in
the hormes of every American i1 every comminnity aeross our country,

I this respect, | want to pay tribute to those cilizens, North and South, who've
been working e their communities to make life better for all,

Thigy-are acting not out of a sense of legal duty but oot of a senge of human
deceney. Like our soldiers and salors moall parts ol the world, they are
meeting freedom’s challenge om the liring line, and I saluté them for their honor
— their courage,

“Srae Edivors ar White Henese- A prageof Aledhamea edinors and pabliskers (nor pleosed seich
President Benmedy's deploymene of federal roops in Alabama) benched sich President Benneds

ar the Wohite Honwse _'.!r\.'r'.n_lnlj. " The |"|'i|r|'|||.'|'E'||'|rI||l. Mews, 7] 'ﬁrll.,-_[-ha!u. ey 15, |963, g 2,

T2 » o Walk v Freedom

March on Washington

Excerpts: Martin Luther King, Ir’s 1 Have A Dream”
Speech. Reprinted with the permission of Martin Luther

King, Jr., Center

S0 1 say to vou teday, my friends, that even though we face the dil-
feultics of today and tomorrow, 1stll have a dream, U is a dream
deeply rooted 1 the American dream. [ have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed—
"we lold these truths to be seif-ewvident, that all men are created
equal.” 1 lave 4 dream that one dav on the red Inlls ol Georgla, the
soms of fornier slaves and the sons of Former slave owners will be able
v sit down together at the table of brotherhood, 1 have & dream that
one day even the stale of Mississippl, @ state sweltering with the heat
of injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be trans-
Formned o an oasiz of freedomn atd justice. | have a dream my fout
litthe cluldren will one day lwve in a naton where they wall not be
judged by the eolor of their =kin, bat by the content of their charae-
Ler.

[ HAVE A DREAM TODAY!

I have a dream that one dav down in Alabama—with its vicious
racists, with its Govertnor having his lips drippiog with the words ol
mterposition and nullification—one day right there i Alabama, little
black boys and black girls will be able 1o join hands with little white
boys and white girls as sisters and brothers,

It hopes that we could speak to the nation, the wmarch was
an effort to educate and move the nation to action lo
eliminate segregation, an effort lo "Redeem the Soul of
Amerieca™ (SOLC s miofio). — Rev, Shuttlesworth, 1908,

Chne aof mumey deman -
stvarions held acvaes the
Ulnireel Stores diering
T963 eoshodu supor
frr the Bomingham
copse, S Franeisco
People in Morion,

TU66,



SEPTEMBER 4, 1963

Schools Desegregate

Throughout the summer, Birmingham's Biracial
Committee, appointed by Mayor Boutwell, labors to ensure
peaceful compliance with court decisions to integrate
gehools and ather public facihties. Meanwhile, Governor
‘l.ﬁ.-;1||'|.-'|i_:|.:, ather |‘JI;||:5[i|,: Officials and rabblerfougers uilq:uul'ﬂg__:-,_':
proteste and disregard for the law School desegregabion
mects inlense opposition,

Shemmeeniering Uvaymern Schoed fo reglster the firse twe Negro children
fo avend white prblic schools are, vight 1o left, Bev, Shatidesventh,
Dhdghe. Arpnstrong, Flid Armsreng, Jomes Armistromg, Bivmingham
Ageorney Ok Adams; Jr., and NAACP [dwyer Constance Motley
s deeompanied the stwedenes. Dagighe, 11, and Elosd, 10 énrall i th
sixthe omd fifth- grodes-ar Grroymoene. Greymont-School s che Smuchfisld

nelghburheod, The Blriningham News, Seprember 5, 1963 page 6

*Bombing-Sets CHF Alabverio Bior—Armecd palice Bock an mfersaction in
Birmingham, Ala, . 1 hotd back @ croed of jeering Negroes. The meh

i |ml:;1¢'-;::|':':.£ ifter rhe home o}

Megro arorney Avthie Shoves wus bombed
fon the secomd time in less than thyie weeks. Humdreds of sareaming
Megroes penred fnto the streent and staried threaving borled imd rocls

Oie Negro wis klled, one shot and several policemen were mjured. "

Chientin Pervy, Binningham Woeld, Seprember 11, 1963, page | First Da}' of School
Arthur Shoves’s home 15 locared en Cener Streer in o section of the
Smiithfield nelghborhood, knawn as “Dynamite Hill,* due to the namer- Dremimsearons, Philling High School, Seprember 12, 1963, The Birmingham MNows

enas el vensofved Fombmps hive . Anternicy Archine Shores, whase legal : [ : ’ 3 :
areshummed 50 years, siccessfilly wrpied many of ACMHR's [egal Protesters at the city high schools—Phillips, West End and Woodlawn—carry signs and
enges. Birmingham World, Seprember 11, 1963, page | skirmish with city police.
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1963

Ten Sticks of Dynamite

Four Little Girls Dead

The dwmannte blast st Sixcteenth Street Baptist
Church on Sunday morning, September 15, 1963,
H: 22 pom, sounded an alarm heard round the world,
Mow, everyone could understand the atrocity and the
huate theat prevented desegregabon.

He must not havbor the deswe to refaliate
with violence, The deaths may well serve as
the redemptive force that brings hght to this
dark city. - Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., at the
funeral for three of the hiwle girls whom he called
“heromes of 4 holy erosade”

“The Heh Smeet Baptist Ghaech after ¢ KER Bomibing thar killed
Jenmr girls in a Senclury Schoal dass, " Dranmy Lyem, Magnum News. September 16, 1963, page 7.
Phisos, Tnc,, [963

“Offecer with Bayomer Helps Mameain Oheer, " 166h Streer Bupnist Clonch,. Anthomy Fairfick], The Brindngham
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SEPTEMBER 18 1%3

"Cirindfarher sots, Hee lost doved vme,” Tom Longford, The Birmingham Mews,
Seprember [6, 1963, page 7.

Samit Jean Gellins, Sefrember 13, 1903, Prank Dunvidpes Thas phocograh is freb-

lished as ot ewa-page spread i Lide Magazine, Seprember 27, 1963, Sua Jean, Addic

Moe Colling” siseer, did not die in the bembing,

Funeral of Three Little Girls
AL '_'|;"-$‘:!-é|-|l T

P ]

Inrevior, Bixh Aveniu Haprisr 4 hureh, Funesal _|;--- Addie Muae Clolling, 14 Dentse McNam, 11

Conehic Dianne Weslew, 14 | Revs King s ae the padbie, Vernon Merrin, The Binuingham
Mews, Seprember [9, 963, page 100 {Clavode Bosamand Hobetson, 14, wi basted from i

*Bomb Vicom Funeral — T hovsonds of SMeiroes and many Whites sierimd the Siwth Avene

Baprise Church s pallbearers comy oo casker contatning the body of omeof four Mepro
children killed in o church bombing Sunday, A mass service for three of the victims drew ame of
rhe lovgese frneral crowds {2 0 nesicde, 4 (00 aside ) in By n'u:r.l;;'f'..nrn .'im:n_-r g I*.irn'.in;;h.nu

Post-Herald, Seprember 19, 1963, puge 4.
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OCTOBER 1963

JUNE 3, 1964

Demonstrations resume as city officials and
mierchants brake the agreements reached toend
the spring demonstrations, Renewed Movernent
demonstrations — taking the form of pickeis-and

mdrches— last for more than-a vear,

KOVEMBER 26, 1963

The Negro Revolution — Its
Impact on American Life

Excerpts: Rev. Shuttlesworth's Natronal
Cruavelian Dinner Speech, Hotel Astor, NYC.

Let 1t suffice to-say that the Negro i this
coutilry {5 through with Segregation and diserim-
maton; and that this is elearly reflected m the
nationwide protests and denwomstrations of the
Spring and Surnmer, and in the efforts at read-
justmenis now bemg sought inoall agencies of
the lederal and state governments, and in busi-
ness enlerprises around the country. It s also
reflected o the record of the Couort of the land,
and now 0 the actioms of religious bodies, . .
The tssueas moral and spiritual a2 well a2 legal,

The Congress; in grappling with the C. R, leg-
whation now understands that the issue s 20
grave that there can be no justice, no peace, 110
tranduility, no fullillment of the promises, unless
it dcts. The Revolution has so moved America
that 1o your day and ming, politicians will no
longer climb o and remain in office on the stairs of
human poverty and enslavement.

[ short, no facet of American life 12 unlouched
bv the Revolution. .,

EPRING 1%4

Why We Can’t Wait

Martin Luther King, 1t., publishes his account
of the Birmingham campaign and arges reform
in America's moral and political svstems in Wy
He Can't Halt=The mgval leader of America eln-
guentiv siates the cave for Fregdom not,

Thow o Walk v Freedom

But for Birmingham

The National Civil Rights Crisis and our Relationship to It
Excerpts Rev. Shuttlesworth's <bannal Addvess to the ACMHR. 17th S5t. A OH. Church.of God

Our goal 1simtegration - the moral and brotherly
acceptance of Negroes as human beings and ¢iti-
zens in the mainstream of American life - in
Birminghdm, in Alabama, and all over the United
States: This is our Navona! problem, America’s
gravest Crisis, and semehow Birnnngham besrs 4
peculiar and special relationship to i It 15 true
thatl the Negro drive started vears ago by alming at
prohibitions  against  Segregation  and
Discrimination, and then in L4600 enlarged itself
grasping al hamburgers and cops of coflee at pub-
he lonch counters. But we have long since sur-

legal

passed this dimension,

Since the Birmingham Demonstrations of 1963,
oar nation has been o erisig, and s creakog and
unequal soctal structure secks to sirke a balance
between a mualadjusted past and an uncertain
fatore. At a July White House Conference, one of
many racial meetings hastily summoned by
Fresident Rennedy in 1963, the President made
the terse but prolound statément: "Bul Tor
Birmingham, we wouldn't be here today.” What a
tribiute 10 be paid o your seven years of ordeal and
hardship? What an acknowledgment that Bir-
oingham, through the joint effors of SCLC-
ACMHR, had 20 atirred isell that 1t had shaken up
the nation. How hittle did we know or even dream
i 1256 that we would carry ot and discipline our-
selves as a Movement that destiny would use the
Barnnngharn Movernent -as a wveluele 1w make
Ameriea come o grips with its conseience! In this
city, over 3, 4K had filled the sireets and gverfilled
the jails. Waterhoses tried inovain to drench a fire
that wouldn't go out: dogs and pelice lines failed 1o
stop the masses ol young people and adults who
meant it when they sang, "Ain’t Gonna Let Nobody
Turn Me Around.” School children suddenly
became freedom soldiers; and old men and womien
found themselyes feeling yvoung and uselul again.

But for Birmingham! Sparks from Brromingham
{ell in Boston, New York, San Franeiseo, Houston,
Temas, Chicago, Detroit and other citics were
calching afire with the Mames of freedom! The
young and vigorons President saw that there wonld
be open warfare and untold bloodshed unless he,
gg the Chiel (fficer of thiz =o-called Christian
Country, came up quickly with a law which would
be a mational expression of our supposedly moral
order. Mr. Kennedy, with the voice ol a modern
prophet, told the nation via televiston that the 13sue
was more 4 moral than legal one; and that we must
cease being a nation of tisany creeds and few deeds,

But Tor Birmingham, the Civil Rizghtz Bill would
not be before Congress today! Let no one he
decerved: It was netther church prayers nor coneth-
gling committees which brought sbout the Civl
Rights Bill. 1t was non=violent demonstrations,
marching feet, praving hearis, singing lips and [ill-
gz the jails whiel did it M Rermedy sensed the
deep needs of the hour and sought o find 3 lasting
remedy for the illness of his nation. . . .

In g real sense, ACMHR and the other Civil
Rights Organizations of the country have given the
Christian Chureh its greatest opporiuity in ¢ens-
turies to make religion real i the lives of men,
Thank God for the awakening of Religious forees!

But {or Brrmingham there would not be the ago-
nizing reappraisal of the entire structure of the
American systern; 2o system which was planmed
without Negroes, buih without Negroes-except for
their unrequited laber, operated withoul Negroes,
andd designed 1o forever exist without Negrovs being
a part-ofits mainstream. It cannot be credited either
- Arnerican goodness or an nnexplamable aceident
that Negroes suddenly began appearing i TV
munies end adveriising media; and whoever heard af
the cry. “Find qualibed Negroes" in government, in
business, and in industry? . . .



ACMHR Accomplishments

Excerpts: ACMHR Souvenir Booklet, 1964,

One ol the basic accomplishments is a solid sense of togetherness
armong Negroes - eoupled with a disposition Lo protest the evils of segrega-
tiome baws and practices. The Monday Night MASS MEETINGS have
grown g0 that all churches aceommodating them are overcrowded, and the
sparit of dynamism with deep religous fervor pervades each mieeting. The
Movernent is gaming friends and wide acceptance on every hand.

Although the organization always first seeks progress by petition and
guadwill, 1L has been necessary Lo Fle many lawsuits,

Through the efforts of the Movernent, 3,400 went to jal. ACMHR-
SCLA massive demonstrations inspired the entire country. From those
demonstrabions and resultant uprisings all over the eountry, the Ciwil
Rights Bill has passed the House and is now before the Senate,

The [ollowmg places have been desegregated because of the Alabama
Christian Moverent for Homan Rights:

Expenditures for Bonds, Transcripts, Court Costs and Legal Fees have
excecded 312857416 i cight (8) vears! From these [igures alone one can
gee the dedication and determunation of the Movement, . ..

Arrest, Jail and Harassments of many kinds have not dampened the
spirit ol the Presudent, Officers, and Members of the ACMHR, and it
can {ruthfully be said that “THE MOVEMENT [5 MOVING™ FOR
“MORE IN 64"

The walls that were to preserve “segregalion noi, segregation
Sforever, "are falling doron flat, and n thewr places ave vismyg gates
which beckon onweard the newer dimensions of 20th century
tdealism and ractal progress, —ACMHR President's Message, June 1964,

Memday Neght Mass Meenng, | Trh Sereet A0 H . Charch of Grod, Bishop Roby, Posiar,
Moy 18, 1164, ACMHR Souvenir Boolcler, 1904, Lida Hendricks Collection

ACMBR Usher Bourd - Seased left o vlghe; Hae Herndon, Hamisen Badey, Jwelia
Rutinge, Fassell Conner, Fred DeBurdeleben, Tolm Wit and Hlerberr Palmer, Stemding
f-'1 ont B #Eugfh:‘ 1..|||-':|II.L<1 and sy !"'1 e F:r.m_-!'h:g s Tort, II.'|’-! ] r."g.ll'.: [.mu

Crenshaw, Sadie Roberts, Geongla Price, Rev. Edward Gardner, Flavance Safford, Julia
Fletcher aned Rosa Woalkar, Third v, Teft revight ¢ Awailer Botlkes | Temnmie | Fondy,
Woill Hall, Lewry Watker, Fddie Burpa, Mack Robersen ond Ber Owven. Members noe
shewen: Ry Howard, Will Collins and Lenasd Mays, ACMHRE Annaal Beporr 1964,
Lola Hendricks Colleaion

Execurive Board: Stunding Fromt Row; MrJames Armsitomg, Mes. Lo B, Bobey, Rae A
L. Wouds, Jr., Bew, Edhond Gardner, flev. £ L. Shatelesvonth, Mrs, Georgio W Price
Rev, L], Rogers, Mrs, Myrtis Dosedell, Mas. Minnde Eatem. Secemd Rones Mes, Desrer
Brooks, Mr. J. J. Ryles; Rev. Calvin Woads: Thivd Row: Rew. Charles Bilhaps, Rew,
Sodemtan Crenahaa, My, James B Revie) My, Lincaln Hendricle, Bev, O H L Giaomge omd
Mro BEHL Muorphy, Memberonor shown: Mrs. Bradine King, Mrs. Lol Hendricks, M
Gieorge Price, Rew. N H. Smeh, Jr., Mrs. [aiey lefiries; and Rev: AL Williams King.
ACMHR Anmugal Reporr, 1964, Lala Hendricks Callection,
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JULY 2, 1964

President Iyndon Johnson signs Cruil Rights Act of 1964.
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JULY 1964 & JUNE 5,1965

JUNE 1%66

The Nation Will Never Forget What We Did “logether

Finally the Civil Rights Bill passed. Because the
people of Birmingham were already in motion
they were able to make this the first ety in the
Soulh to have mass tests of the new law.

=Anne Braden, Birmingham, Feaople in Mot 1966,

Migs Mot B. Andresws, deseribes the (st tesis:

After the Civnl Rights Bill was passed, evervhody
kneww wwe were going to toton that morning. Al the
newws folks in toten wwere theve=looked like every-
bachy was there. We had a news conference and
then we hit the streets.

Around two o'clock we went to all the restawrants
and theaters dowentoren and staved there all after-
noan, Where I weni, they were real nice. The
other people were staring al us to see how we
wwould react, but we acted just like they weren't
there. . . . After that every day for about tevo weeks
e would send a different group of people, in
avder o let them knowe e really meant that e
were going to come in.

— Miss Notie B. Andrews, Penple-in Motion, F966,

Excerpts: Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, Annual
Address, June 5, 1965, Munieipal Auditorium.,

Let it never be forgotten that ACMHR, together with
SCLC, provided the vehicle and shock foree thal shook this
nation’s moral conscience in 1963 as never belove, result-
ing in the Civil Rights Bill which will altimately canse - all
facets of our society Lo reevaluate and adjust o the
demands of the 20th Century, These 1963 Birnungham
demonstrations laid the [oundation for the superb and
magnificent Selma Demonstrations of 1965 {in which
AUCMUR plaved a [ull and effectve role) during which the
moral conscience of the land was again stirred until very
goon the Nation will be fully committed morally and legally
to complete support ol the concept of full human dignity,
justice and reedan,

Excerpts: Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, Tewth Annual Address to the Alabama
Christian Movemen! for Human Rights, 1966, A, O. H, Cathedral.

But f3od has his purposes, time brings
abont a change, and human beings who are
genuinely committed to rightesusness and
justice make a difference. Have vou lor-
potten June 5, 14562 When Alabama out-
lawed the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, we
Negroes arose by hondreds and by thou-
sands to deelare that "they may oullaw an
Orrganization bt they cannot outlaw a
people determined to be free)” We com-
mitted purselves to non-vislence and love,
declaring that we Negroes would not
“harm the hair on the head of one white
peérsen™ in our strugele to be free. We
viwed to pray for those who despitefully
used us, and to keep on loving those who
kept on acting as if they hated us,

We strugeled alome in the pitch black-
tiess from 1956 until the sixhes came an.
We had legally challenged all forms and
arcas of segregation here n Birmingham,
and were conperating with other loeal and
National groups insolar as we could. The
coming of the Sit-ins and Freedom Rides
involved us eveny more i the national des-
tiny of America. Our legal entanglements
paved the way for TTWE Magazine 1o write
in Noveriber 1465 that your President iad
achieved the distinetion of having fought
and won more ¢ases than any other man in
the history of the U5 Supreme Coort,

Some men may little note nor long
remember what we say here; bul the
Natton will never forpet what we did

together, We were not satisfied with the
Few geattering cracks 1 the Segregation
wall, and decided to effeet a major
conlrontation with evil.  Joining with
the Soathern  Christtan . Leadership
Conference, led on '|1". ilustrious Martin
Luther King, Ir., Negroes [illed the jail-
houses-and streets of Brrmmgham m 1963
until the White House became concerned
abonit the poor houses in America, and the
roan of destimy in the White House became
an ally of the black men in the streets of
Birmingham. We “shook up” the Country
and rnade Amertea conseions of 1ts moral-
ity and commitment to the ideals of justice
and humanitarianism. The late President
Kennedy, God rest g gonl and fulbill s
vigion, opened one of the many hurriedly
called White House conferences on the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 with the classie
and caustic remark of: "Gentlemen, bu
for Birmingham and what bappened there,
wi wonld ot be here today™

Birmingham really cansdd the Federal
Geovernment to begin having genuine and
legiimate  overt concern abouat  the
Freedom of Negroes. The 1964 Civil
Rights Bill expresses legitimate concern
and mtérest noomany areas ol huoman
existence — schools, hotels, public aceom-
modations and job opportunities. The
Voting Act ol 1966, corming -after the
Selma  Demonstration was really an
extension and further dimension of what
happened here.

A Walk o Freedom » T



Civil Rights Eva Churches Information Sunumary

This list of Birmingham churches includes: 1963 & 1998 church names, dates of
establishment, date(s) of construction of the Civil Rights era churches, 1963
addresses as listed in the Birmingham & Bessemer eity directories, Civil Rights era
pastoris); 1998 Addresses, 1998 Pastors; Jeflerson County tax identification numbers
and date(s)of tax assessor photographs & eredits for other photographs appearing in
A Walk io Freedoa, Asteriks * indicate that the Cial Rights era church remains. When
several tax photographs exist double asteriks ** indicate photographs used in this
publication, All tax assessor photographs may be purchased from the Birmingham
Pabtic Library Department of Archives and Mapuseripts, Please notify the Society if
records exist showing the wse of other Birmingham area churches for meetings.

I *Abyssinia Baptist Church, est. 1929 (1951} 1501 Avenue L, Ensley, Rev, Louree B,
Jackson (1952-1%04; 1501 Avenue L, Ensley, Rev R, Lo Patterson; tax # 22-31-4-24-
|, tax plotogeaphs: 12/ 18/39-5/T104%*.

2. #Bethel AMNE, Church, est, 1558 (1942, 1955) 1524 Avenue D), Enslew, Rev Flovd
E. Legg (c.1956-c.1900), Rev. Edward Mixon (1961-1973): 1524 Avenue: D, Kew
Ronald Nored; tax # £2-31-2-10-7, tax photographe 1202/54.

i *Rethel Baptist Chuoreh, est. P (TU26) 3191 20h Avenue North, Collegoville, Rey
bred Lo Shuttlesworth {1953-1961), Rew Vinecent O, Provitt (F961-1974); 3191 2uth
Avenue North & 3200 Z8th Avenue North, Rev Thomas Wilder, |r a3 22-13-4-33-
I, tax plotograpde: 01/04/35

4. *Cansan (Missionary} Baptist Churcly, est, 1865 (1961} 1429 Sih Avenue West
Bessemer, Rév, John H. Browder (1951- ¢.1963); 824 15th Street North, Rev. Horace B
Tirner; tax # 1%.0.2-28-1, 1ax photographs: 31640 & 01/1645%, {The photograph
publizshed 12 not the Movement-ceastruciure.)

5. *Chiristian Valley Baptist Church, est. by 1914 (19144} 3104 33rd Terrace North
Birmingham, Rev A Lawrence Lawson {1957-1063); 3104 33rd Terrace North, Rev,
Herbiert Benson; tax # 22-13-2-21-6, tax photograph: 01/18/61,

6. *East End Baptist Church, est, 1919 (1947} 2004 Sixth Avenue South, Southside,
Bev Calvin Woods (1958-1974); 2609 6th Avenue South, Rev. Johony L Mosby; tax
# 23-31-3-13-3, tax photograply 1171247, Pastor active in ACMHER; clucches too
stmall lor meetings.

7. *First Baptist Church, East Thomas, est. 1938 {c.1946) 412 11th Court West, Fast
Thomas, Rev. Johne A Haves (1942-1970); 41% 1 1th Court West, Rev: Jobnnte Howse;
tax # 12-27-3=18-3, tax photograph: (41546, photograph conrtesy: First Baptist
Church, Joseph T. Moore.

B Fivat Baptist Choreh, Ensley, esto 1900 {19263 15334 Iih Street, Ensley, Hew
Wesley HL T hormas{ 1934-0er 1956, evendng. Frest Baptist Ensley hosted is first
ACKMHE meeting), e Walter Lo Little (19601961, Rew Alived D0 Williams King
(14 3=10eek) s 1540 1080 Spreat, Rev Thomas E. Gilinores tax # 22314320 A & B,
tax photograph: O04/29064%* & 12720/730%

& ow A Halk to Freedorn

o, *First Baptist Church, Hooper City, est. 1925 {19463 468 37th Court West, Hooper
City, Rew: Jamics B Townsend fc. 1961- [4ey; 432 35th Conrt West, Rev Walker; tax
#22-15-F-14-11 A & B, tax photograph: 11/04/48,

T *Fast Baptist Church, Kigston, est, 1930 (e 1952) 4600 9th Avenue North,
Kingston, Rev, George W Dickerson {194 1-1972); 4000 9th Avenue North, Rew
Melaon Miller; tax # 23-20-4-8-3, tax photograph: U815/52,

11, First Baptist Church, Woodlawn, est. 1931 (1945) 301 62nd Street-South,
Woodbawn, Rev Frank Peroy Hugging (1956-1907); 231 45th Street North, Rev. Cdie
Hoover IT1; tax # 23-22-2-34-4, tax photographs: 1114138 & U3/2302%%,

12 *Farst Ehencrer Baptist Church, ezt 1T {1942} 420 Graymont Avenue West,
Srndthiield, Kev. Ozear W Holliday (19401959, Rev Joho F Hardy (T952-15%81); 420
Grravmont Avenue West, Rew Robert Dawson; tay # 22-35-3-11-113, nio tax photo-
graph, photagrapl: Birminglam Historieal Society feld photograph, 195,

13, First Metropolitan Baplist Clmreh (0. 1936) 2523 Fourth Avenue South,
Southside, Rev Abraham L. Woods, Jr. (1956-1964); church corrently building a new
campus, Rev, Henry Hicks; tax # 23-31-3-25:1, tax photograph: 01,2030,

14, Forty-Sixth Street Baptist Church, est, 1914 (1936) 1532 Cahaba Street, T,
Birmingham, Rev. Richard 5, Brown (19%63-c.1965); 230 85th Street North, Rex
Fredrick Whitt; tax # 23-19-1-5-25, tax photograph; (41962,

15 *Galilee Baptist Church, est. 1918 (1920) 1013 230d Steeet North, Nothside,
Bev, Riclard H. Thompkine (1952-1975); historic church cureently abandoned, 1231
24th Street North, Bev, D Samuel Lo Matt; tax # 22-25-3-4-2, tax platograph;
20201,

16, Groveland Baptist Church, est, 1905 (19100 452 66th Street North, Woodbiwn,
Rev. Oscar W Holliday (19606-1990); 3337 Fifth Ave. 5., Rev E. B Bumpo; no tax
record, photograph: Groveland Baptist Church, Annette Short.

17 *Hopewell Baptist Clwreh, est. 1929 (1941,1959) 2315 26th Avenue Morth,

ACIPCC, Rev Lonmae 5.0 T homas (e 1946-1963), Rev Jesse Brown (1064-109H1)

2315 Zeth Averiie Nocth, Res: Timathy | Woods, Ses ey @ 22-23-1-38-3, tag photo-
arapht TO/ZER5,

18, Jackson Steeet Baptist Church, est. 1800 (1904} 230 63ed Street South,
Woodlawn, Rev. Joseph C, Parker (e 1950-1075); 3049 63ed Street Bouth, Rev. Gregory
Helfis; fax # 23-22.2-31.32, tax photopraplis: 1113/38%* & O/13/62,

19, Lily Grove Baptist Church, est, 1925 (1934) 1015 3rd Street Morth, Druid Hills,
Rev, Ambus Hill (19063-c, 19597, 1408 20th North, Druid Hills, Rew Dion Solomon;
tax # 22-34-1-10-4, ax photograph; (0447=%,

20, Macedonta 17th Steeet Baptist Church, est. 18585 (1919 422 17th Street Nooh,
Northside, Kev, (hiis | Jackson (1947-1%63), Rev Amold D, Blackmon (1963-19%4);
1405 13th Avenue North, Rev, Thomas Hunter; tax # 22-20-4-16-13, tax photo-
graph: D21%39,



21 *Metropolitan AME. Zion Chuarcl, est, 1885 (1903,1955) 1530 Fourth Avenue
North, Noerthside, Rev, George W MeMureay (1952-1904); 1530 Fourth Avenue
North, Bev. Dr. G Ray Coleman; tax # 22-35-1-12-6, tax photograph: 0924/ 50

22 A Metropolitan C.NLE, Church, est 1900 (1975, 1939) 1733 18th Street, Enslay,
Rew Abrihame |, Hicks (1950), Rev Clarenee C. Cowsen (1953-1963); Christ
Temple ALEM. Church of God now ocenpying historie chureh, 1600-4 Avenue 1K
Emnaley, Rev Hattie I Loving) tax # 22-31 -4-33-4 tax photograph: 12720035

23 ¥etropolitan Cotamunity Chioreh, est. 1938 (1946) 335 64th Street South,
Waddlawi, Bev Roosevelt Grer (e 1963-c 1965, 335 64th Street South, Rev. Card
Diavis; tax # 23-22-2-26-1 tax photograph: 03/20/53,

24,4 Mu Arvarat Baptist Chureh, est, 194 {1516, 19500 1920 Blavden Avenue,
Shierman Heights, Rev. Jobn HL Glover (¢ 1952-1%65); 1920 Slayden Avenue, Rew
Albert Biv; tax # 21-306-1-17-1 A & B tax photographs: 4/340 & 113044,

25 ML Ohve Baptist Church, esk 1922 (by 19258) 6300 Third Avenue North,
Woodlewn, Rev Edward Gardner (194%-present); 2615 Fifth Avenue Soath, Rev
Anthomy Hall; ne tas record, photograph: ACMHR Sowverde oakled, [958 Pastor
active in ACMHR; churches teo small for meetings.

26, *New Bethlehem Baptist Church, est: 1900 (1953} 1730 11th Avenue North,
Beszemer, Rev James F Steel (c951-c.1963); 1730 Hith Avenue North, Rev. William
Wealker; tax # 38e4=3<18-11, tax photograph: (4/06/54

27, New Hope Baptizt Church, est, 1892 (1912) 3431 Second Averue North,
Avendale, Fev, Herman Stone (1947-1985): 1740 Cleburn Avenoe 5%W, Rev. Grepory
L. Clarke: tax # 23-30-4-7-1, tax photograph: 06/18/47.

28 " New Pilprim Baptist Chuech, est. 1900 {1945 1950 003 Sixth Avenue South,
Southside, Rev Nelson H., Smith Ji. {1954-prezent) Rev Charles Billups, Jr. {Ass1, to
pastor, 190); T8 Goldwire Place SW, Rew De. N H. Smith, Jr; tax # 20-2-1-11-2,
tax photographs: V1446 & T0/09f64%%,

29, *New Rising Star Baptist Church, est, 1958 (196053 3104 33rd Place North,
Collegeville, Rev. George B, Proitt (1958-1986); 3104 33vd Place North, Rey, George
E. Pruitt, Jr tax # 22-13-4-13-11, tax photograph: 10/04/68; pastor active in
ACMHE; too small for meetings.

30, New Salem Baptist Chiweeh, est by 1919 (1920x) 1632 6th Street Nowth, ACLP-
COy Reve Henry 5. Freemuan (e.1959-1968%; 1632 ath Steeet Norch, Bev. Stantey Hall;
tun # 22-26-2-21-17, tax photograpls 02/149/34,

31, *Oak Street Baptist Church, est. 1916 (1961) 3224 Virginia Ave., Collegeville,
Rev. Charlez L. Vincent (1952-1958); 3224 Virginia Avenne, Rex C., M. Murdock; tax
# 23-13-1-1%-7, tax photograph: 11/29/61,

327 Fixth Street) Peace Baptist Church (1948) 302 Sixth Steeet North, Northside,
Rew John H. Stenson (1947-1960); 302 Sigth Street North, Rew. Holbdy Moorer, I3
Eax # Z2-35-3-41-10, photograph coirtesy Sixth Street Peace Baptist Chareh, Rew

Muower,

13 Pleasam Grove Baptist Clinreh, est. 1902 (19261964 14 37th Streel, Fairfield,
Rey Bector E Aveey (0.19802-1994); 401 52nd Street, Faiefield, Rev Willie Wells; no
tax record, photograph: Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,

3. Begolar (3t Matthew) Misstonary Baptist Church, est. 1943 {1945) 1205 Cahaba
Street, B, Birmingham, Rev, Charles H, George (1944-1972); 868 44h Street Morth,
Kingston, Rev: Larry MeCree, Ir; tax # 23-19-1-19-13, tax photograph: 01/24/47,
photograph: St Matthew Missionary Baptist Church, Rev. MeCree, Jr.

3556 James Baptist Churel, est by T893 (1914) 1100 6th Avenue North, Northside,
Rew Marzett Lo Thormeon {1922-1%640: 1300 24th Street Noeth, Rev Gerald Jones;
tax # 22-35-1-35-13, photograph courtesy The Bimingham News Collection,
Bivmmgham Pubbie Libeary Departoent of Archives and Manseripts.

36,50 John AME, Church, est, 1873 (1925219427 1430 Trh Avenue Narth,
Northeide, Rev Bishop Cornelivg E. Thomas (¢ 1956-1965); 708 15th Street Novth,
Rew. Kamie C. Smith; tax # 22-35:1-18-12, 1ax photographs: 224130 & 12/12/66%%,

F7.*5 John Baptist Church, est, by 1990 {1914, 19663 2401 Carlos Avenue 5W,
Powderly, Rew Joseph O Crosby (1948-c 1060=), Rev. Ambus Hill {1956-1962), Rev. .
5. MeMurnay; 2400 Carlos Avenue, Rev. Morris Perry; tax # 20-17-3-30- 1, tax pho-
tographs: 2/24/3% & 12/12/66%%,

38, %50 Luke AME Chuech, est. 1893 (14926) 2803 215 Avenue Northy N
Barrnmgham, Rev Andeew W, Thoomas (1956-1969); 2801 21st Avenue Nortl; tax #
22-24-2-18-1, tax photographe (13139,

Fa *5n Loke AME. dion Chuarch, est. 1538 (19300 3937 12th Avenue North, E,
Birmingham, Rev John O Hare (1960=1963); 3937 12th Avenue North, Rev Leonarnd
Cammack; tax # 23-19=1-20-3, tax photogeaph: 01147394, photograph courtesy:
Constance Moore.

A0: St Panl AME: Charch, est. by 1977 (v 1948) 300 4th Cotert North, Smithfield,
Pew Samuel ML Thvisi 195%-19863; Duitding o aew church across the street from the
historie site, Rew. O, C. Cummings; tax # 22-34-4-25-4, tax photograph: 0122458

41,50 Paul CME. Church, est. 1916 (19102) 400 Circlé Street, Docena, Cial
Riglits era paster unkaown; 400 Circle Didve; tax # 21-14-2-1-2, tax photograph:
D908/52,

42, *3¢. Faul {United) Methodist Church, est. 1865 (1925, 1950) 1500 Sixth Avenue
Morth, Naorthside, Rey Jacob C, Wilson {1954-1962), Rev, Otis B. Flournsy {1963-
1964}, Rev. Joseph E. Lowery (1U65-19601; 1500 Sixth Avenue North, Rev Frank ]
Lee; tax # 22-35-1-10-12, tax photograph: 01/20,/40.

43, *50 Peter Primitive Baptist Choreh, est 1911 (1943 2115 Fourth Avenue,
Bessemer, Rev, William A Clack (. 1946-19627; 2115 Fourth Avenue, Besserner, Rew,
Sulomion Oliver; tax # 38-10-2-5-5, 1ax photograph: 04/21440,

4, #(00d) Sarndis Baptist Church, est, 1884 (1920=) 1240 4th Street North, Enon
Ridge, Rev: Rebert Louis Alford (1%930-1971); 1240 Fourth Street North, Rev, Willie
Smith; tax # 22-26-3=-19=15, tax photegraph: 0303349,

A5 Feventecin b Streer O (AOH Cathedeal), ost T2 019048) 630 17th Street
Morth, Northside, Few Bishap Jasper Rolw (1953-present); 1120 24th Street, North,
Bishop Jasper Roby; tax # 22-35-1-4-1, tax photograph: 0301/30
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4t *Shady Grove Haptist Church, est, TH2 (F943) 3444 311 Way North,
Collegeville, Rev. Lewis |, Rogers (1949-1%03): 3444313t Way North, Rev: Michael
Yavbwouglh; tax # 22-13=1-16-22 A & B, tax photograph: 0505/76; pastor-active in
ACMHER; chureh too small for meetings.

47, FSixteenth Stréet Baptist Church, est; 1373 (1909-1911) 1530 Sixth Avenae
Morth, Morthssde, Rev Johin Cross (1962-1968)7 1530 3ixth Avenue North, Rev
Christopher Hamlim tax # 22-35-1-10-13, tax phiotograph: O501/39;

48, Simh Avenue Baptist Clhureh, est. 1881 {19107 1529 Sixth Avenue, Sauth,
Southizide, Rew Jobn Thomas Pocter (1963-present); 1101 Martin Luther King, Jr
Drive, Bei John Thomas Porter; no tax record, photograph! Birmingham View
Compaty, 1924, with negative al Binniongham Public Library Departinént of
Archiives and Manusenpes.

40, *#(Simth Avenue) Zion Hill Baptizt Choreh (1958) 1414 Sixth Avenue Novth,
Morthside, Rev Mebin B, Goodwin (1947-1970); Deliverance Temple Inter-Faitly
Church now uses historie church; tax # 22-35-1-17-12, tax photograph: D7/08/60.

M, Faouth Elvton Baptist Church; st 1974 {(1940-47) 102 First Streel South,
Southside, Rev A Moreland Lander (19351-1977); historic church used Tor Sunday
achool and community meetings, 100 First Street South, Rew Reginabd Brown: tax #
20-3-4-13-1, rax photegraph: D910/64,

51 *surlight Baptist Church, est. by 19905 (1910 12800 AL 150, Muscoda, Rev.
Asbury Howard; 1280 Highway 15, Rev. Williams, Bessemer; tax 7 38<15-4-8-2,
Birmingham Historical Society field photograph, 1998,

51 Tabernacle Baptist Church, est; 1886, 1003 25th Street North, Nerthside, Rew
Joseph . Calloway (193%-1963); 600 Center Street North, Revw Edsel M, Davis; 5
ey tax recard, photograph cotrtesy Tubernacle Baptist Chureh, Benny Eost; Mes.
Caifinore Dhinking, phostographer.

53 Thirgood (Memorial} C.MLE. Churely, est. ¢ 1870 (¢, 1953) 1027 Seventh Avenue,
Morth, Northside, Moses O, Merriwesther (1960-1962), Rew Nathaniel Linsey
(1963-1067); 517 Center Street Nerth, Rev, B R Sommesille; no tax record. photo-
praph courtesy! Mrs, Ceola Montpomery,

54, ¥Thirty-Second Strect Baptist Chureh, est. 1910 (10924} 518 32nd Street, South,

Southside, Rev. Charles H, Parker (1921983} new congregation oceupying the his-
torie church, 3012 Bowell Avenue, SW, Rew. Roy Chester Allen; lax # 23-31-1-35-12,
tax photograph: 01/12/39,

55, *Twenty-Second Ave, Baptist Clurch, est. 1878 (1917, 1960 2614 22nd Avenue
Nonth, N Birmingbam, Rew L Clifton Ravizes (4959219915 2614 220d Avenue
Nortly Rev, Zachary Operton; tax # 22-24-2-8-3 A & B, tax photograph: (403764,

A6, Lnion Bethel Independent Methodist Churech, est, 1932 {1952y 13X Sixth
Avenue South, Southside, Bev, Terrv L. Lane 3n(1953-1962), Kev, Roosevelt Grier
(195497 1912 T4th Street 5%, Rev Kenneth Robinson; no tax record, photograph:
ACMHR Sonvensr Haolklel, 1935,
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37 *West End Hills Baptist Church, est. 1921 (1963) 1700 19th Place 5W, West End,
Fev, Coleman M. Smith (¢ 1959-1965); 1680 14th Place W, Rev. Wilmer Jackson; tax
# 24-17-4=11-1, tax photogmph: 0711/31.

58, *ion Spring Baptist Choreh, est: 1927 (1948) 528 4 st Street North, Fingsten;
Rev: Elmer J. Minmifield (e 1946-c. 1967); 528 4151 Street North, Rew George
Johnson; tax # 23-29-2-40-26; tax photograph: 03731060,

50, Zion Star Baptist Chureh, est. 1913, 2611 Fourth Avenue South

Seuthside, Rew James 5. Phifer (1954-1963), Rev. Joseph Calloway (1%64-present);
254 Third Avenue 5W, Rew ], H, Callowsay; tax # 23-31-2-32-2, tax photograph:
O516{57, photograph conttesy: AUWIIR Soeveni Bookler, 1958,

i), *First Congregational (Christian) Choreh (UICC), est. 1882 (1953) 1022 Center,
MNarth Smithfield, Rev. Harold [3, Long H’J':'vﬁ—lﬁ?i?]; 1024 Center Street North, Rexw
D, Rodney Frankling tux # 22-31-1-14-1, tax photographis: (305/53%% & 0/19/64,

Churches Purchasing Advertisements for the ACMHR Souvenir Booklets,
1964 & 1965

Broad Street Misswonary Baptist Church
Church of God in Christ

Enen Methodist Church

Faith Followers Church of Trust

Fifth Street Church of God

First Baptist Church of College Heights, Inc., Zion City
First Baptist Church of Pratt City

First Baptist Church of Zion City
Grester New Antioch Baptist Church
Grester Temple Baptist Church

Mount Olive Baptist Church

Nount HSinai- Missionary Baptist Church
New Peace Baptist Church

New Progress Baptist Chuarch

Ciir Lady of Fatima Catholic Church
St Joseph Baptist Church

St Mark C. M. E. Church

2t Matthews Baptist Church

Shady Grove Baptist Church and
Twenty-Third Street Baptist Church,

Some primisters were mebers of the ACMAR hewever; thedr chrorhes were foo sl
fo aocanmmodale the ACMAR meetings, Cther ministers that weve norih the
ACMAR had membears af the ACVHR The members wonla solicit ads from thew
churcles, Meetings were heldat some of the Ad tprochasers Hsted above,

SWvorme Tumer, ACMHR Program Charman 19064 & Fundraiser
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] he Alabama Christian Movement for Human Rights (ACMHR) Most Meeting Churches were small to medinm-sized structures located in
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championed the fight for Civil Rights in Birmingham until rights were won
for all Americans. ACMHR was established June 5, 1056 as an association of
working-class people and their pastors.

Civil Rights action took place within the context of a network of Christian
churches spread across the industrial city. This is a remarkable story of
people of stalwart faith who believed that God would help them in their
all-out, non-violent confrontation to banish segregation.

The Movement met every Monday night, and every night in times of crises and
testing of segregation laws, This map locates 60 churches that hosted ACMHR
mass meetings and strategy committee meetings. The 1963 and 1998 names
of these churches are histed, together with the 1963 addresses and pastors who
served as ACMHR leaders.

blue-collar neighborhoods, adjacent to heavy mdustrial plants, ACMHR
headquarters were at Collegeville’s Bethel Baptist Church, home church to
the Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, ACMHR orgamzer and president. Rew
Shuttlesworth also served as secretary of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference (SCLC), Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr's orgamization, SCLC
linked together more than 85 local Civil Rights organizations nationwide.

As ACMHR grew, members recruited larger churches, particularly those in the
city center where sit-ins, protests and boyeotts began in 1960 and culminated
m the mass demonstrations of April and May 1963. ACMHR and SCLC spon-
sored these demonstraitons, Due to size and location on Kelly Ingram Park,

Sixteenth Street Baptist Church served as a principal staging ground for the

massive demonstrations that turned public opmion agamst scgregation and
inspired the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
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BIRMINGHAM’S
CIVIL RIGHTS

l.a Abyssinia Baptist Church Za Bethel AME, Church
13500 Ave_ L, Ensley 1524 Aves B, Ensley
ACMHR Treasver WE, Shortetedgy

Sa.c Bethel Baptist Church
A0 20eh dve. N, Collfegevifle,
ACMHR Headguarters, Rev, Fred Lee
Stewsilestartl, Pastor 1953-1961,
Fet Fincent Provitt, 1061- 1674

4a Canaan (Missionary) Baptist Church ia Christian Valley Baptist Church
F429 Ninth Ave. N, Bessemer Fe S e N, Noeth Bivmngham

{rp,ed East End Baptist Church
2000 Sicth Ave. 8., Soutfside
Fev. Caluim Woods, Jr.

110a First Baptist Church of Kingston 11. First Baptist Church of Woodlawn
St Bl Aves M, Kimgston JH G 5L 5. Waondlawen

12.a First Ebenezer Baptist Church 13, First Metropolitan Baptist Church
420 Cirayrmont Auve. L Swmntifiedd 23204t Ave. 5., Sowthside

Birmangham Historieal Socteiy Rev, Abrabm Wbods, Jr.

14, Forty-5ixth Street Baptist Church
1532 Cahaba St Fast Ehirmmingliam

15l Galilee Baptist Church
TLT 23 50 N, Nortlisde

14, Lily Grove Baptist Chuarch 2. Macedonia 17th Street Baptist Church
WS Ird S N, B Hills G22 17th 8¢ N, Nonthside

21.a Metropolitan AME. Zion Church
{300 4l Ave. N, Northside
e & ”—:’;1-1’;‘.—”11:‘:::_1'

22.b Metropolitan CALE. Charch
F733 180k St Ensley

23.a Metropolitan Community Church
I3 G4k S8, Woodlaven

244 Mt Ararat Baptist Church
T2 Stayden Adve,, Sherman Hedshits

Monday Meovement Meetmg, hime 23, 1958, Eas
Themas Baprist Ghoerch, Rey. T, A Hieves, Pastor,
ACMHR Sowvenir Bookler, 1955,

The Owgamzation met every Monday night in differeni chuvches all
over the city. The mass meetings werve full of religious fervor and were
so well attended by the [aithful, 300 to 400 of whom attended regularly
each Monday. — Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, 1998,

282 New Pilgrim Baptist Church
WLEGth Ave. 8, Sonthiside
Ren. Nelvon H, Smvith, Tr;
Fez, Charles Billups, Jr.

24 d New Rising Star Baptist Church Ml New Salem Baptist Church
ATt B PEN Collegesfle T2 il S N ACTRCT
Rev: George Praitt, Sv

3l.a Oak Street Baptist Church
224 Fogane Ao, Colfdoesis
fer, O L. Fincent

3L.a (Sixth Street) Peace Baptist Church
J02 6h X5 N Nowplside

Sixth Street Peace Bapeist Churelt

33 Pleasant Grove Baptist Church 34, Repular (5t. Mathew) Missionary
14 37th 85, Faicfield Baptist Church
Plegsant Grave Baprist Chiercl 25 Cafiaba St East Sdvminghoaon
Rew C, H Geovpe

35, 5t James Baptist Church ih, St John AME. Charch
LKL 6 Ave. N, Nowihsiele T30 7th Ave N, Noathzide
Rovs ML Thazon; intensively ised
adviring Aprile May FOAT coorpaisn
The Birmingham News Colléction

4. 5L Paul AM.E. Church 41, St Paul C.M.E. Church
D A N Syl F ek St Docena

41 56 Paul (United) Methodist Church
FAE0 il Ave N, Nowthiside

434 5t Peter Primitive Baptist Church
2105 dih Ave., Bessemer

V4.2 Sardis Baptist Chureh
1240k dth S5 N, Enon Rislge
Fewn Robert Lowts Afford, site of the
g Ezationa ! meeting of the ACMHR,
Fume 3, (536

45, Seventeenth Street AOH. Church
A0 Il S0 N Nathaide
Hishop Fasper Koty

At Shady Grove Baptisi Church
Jddd dsr oy N, Collegepitlle,
Fes Lo F Rogers

472 Sixteenth Street Baptist Church
1530 6eh Aves N, Nowthside, 1962 3 1963
arefy, Fen, Tofte FL Cross, peancipod steping
g for mafor marches and demonsia-
dions of speing T 00T site of the bomeding et
deilledd form v oads, Septenber 13, 1907

A5 Sixth Avenue Baptist Church
1528 6th Ave. 8, Southside, T963 oy,
Few. Foln Povier, site of fineal for three
wigtins of e Shcteentll Streer Bapiist
Churely bonehing, Seplember 1963

Bivmingiram Fiewo

32, Tabernacle Baptist Church 53, Thirgood (Memaorial) C.M.E. Church

34.b Thirty-Second Street Baptist Church
T8 20 5. Sonthside

754 Twenty-Second Avenue Baplist 56 Union Bethel Independent
Church 2604 22nd Ave. N, Novth Methodist Church
Formangham Lt aeh Ave, 5., Southside

Rew, T L. Lane, S
ACUMHR Sonvenly Booller, P55

37,4 West End Hills Baptist Church
170 Lath P S Tesr Fond

584 FLion Spring Baptist Church
528 dlse 80 N, Kingsion

a4, Fion Star (Missionary) Baptist Church
260 Ptk Ave. &, Sonthside
fewy Tames 5 Phifer
ACMHR Soeve s Book lfet, 1955

all.e First Congregational (Christian)
Chureh ULC.C. [(122 Center N
St iedd | peed for secrel streiery
cortrtiee meetings feld daily dering
e Apail-May 1963 canipaion

1013258 80 N, Northside
Tabernacle Baptist Clrreh

27 Tl Ave. N Nevthsile
Rew N Lmdsey

Mrs: Ceola Momigomery

7.2 First Baptist Church of East Thomas A,
dledfae o WY, Fast Thomas
Rew §. A Hayes
Firsi Baptess, Joseph Moore

First Baptist Church of Ensley
1534 1oeh 81, Ensley,
Reve W HL Thenas, Rev, 4 D, King

Ya First Baptist Church of Hooper City
68 37tk O HY Hooper Criy

1tx, Groveland Baptist Church
32 tith 36N, Woodlan

Crroveland Baptist, Anette Shert

1 7.2 Hopewell Baptist Church
2355 26l Ao N, ACIPCO

18, Jackson Sireet Baptist Church
200 6drd St 5L Waedloner

25.4 Mt. Olive Baptist Church
GrN Ird Ave. N, Heoedlaron
Heo. Edvvaved Cardrner, ACMHR
Fiee Presidens (TH3-65), President
TG presen)
ACMHR Sowienir Boekler, 1955

2ie New Bethlehem Baptist Church 27. New Hope Baptist Church
1730 il e, IV, Bessemer

T3 2ued Ave. N, Arondale
Fere Herman Siowe

'3 - 30990318

3748t John Baptist Church
2400 Carlas Aves ST Porvderly

Y5 5t Luke AM.E. Church
2807 215t Ave. N, Newil Bivivingham

3 5t Luke A.MLE. Zion Church
JOIT 20 Ave. N Fast Biivineloan

Capistance Moore

4% Bixth Avenue Zion Hill Baptist
Church {44 6ol doe, N Novthaide

The Alabama Burean of Travel and Tourism bas provided partial funds
to produce the current map, a design of Seott Filler, icongraphics,
Birmingham. Photographs courtesy Jefferzon County Tax Assessor
Files, Birmingbam Public Labrary Department of Archives and
Manuscripts unless other wize noted.

Birmingham Hizgtorical Society originally produced this map for the
Historic American Engineening Record, a Washington based branch of
the National Park Service, U5, Department of the Interior, as part of
documentation of the Birmingham Industrial Disteict, The map is
derived [Fom a Birmingham Planning Board Plan of Existing Land
Ese, 1965 (itsel based in City of Birmingham Zone Map of July 13,
1926, Zoning Cemniission, John H. Adams, Chairman, a2 Aimended”
in 1965}, The Sanborn Map Company {1963) and the Standard Oil
Map of Birmungham {General Drafting Company, Ine., 1962) provid-
ed locations ol industries, railroads and highways. Marjorie L. White
served as project historian; Richard K Anderson, i, documentation
consultant, Columibia, South Carolin, l}l’(.H.!LI.L".‘.‘E[ the dr&wiug,.
Research assistants included Lavren Bishop, Christopher Denms,
Julie Flaherty, Brenda Howell, Bill Jones, Alison Ray, Carol Slaughter
-':I.I'I.lJ h!ﬂi‘jtﬂ' e I..l.‘l: ﬁ']l'i.t.l.'.

5.4 South Elyton Baptist Church
2 fsp Seo 8. Sentlside

51 .4 Starlight Baptist Church
280 AL T30, Muscodda

The Birmingham Historical Society is deeply indebted to Birmingham
historian D Wilson Fallin, Je, and to Loela Hendricks, longlime
ACMHR seeretary, for assistance in identifying the ACMHI
Meeting Churches:. While Birmingham City Dhirectories conbirmed
1963 and 1998 church names and addresses, the sites were held
checked to determine which 1963 structures remained in 1998, OF the
G churches, all are active congregations, and 37 Movement-era strue-
tures still stand. The mugority of these churches are used for worship,
Sunday sehool or day-care facilitics, Several congregations have built
new structures al the Movement-era sites. Several congregations have
relocated to wew sites due to urban renewal projects; highway con-
struction and flood plain clearance. In retrespect, the collective
strength of Birmingham's Civil Rights Churches made possible
a reveluticnary advanee in hunan rights,

L-%5; 10N
oj{é Piid for m i.!il.:rl'.
2. by funds from the
State of Aalwama Bureau
af Tourism and Travel



